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The nur is connected to  
guidance, it is the light of 
Allah found in the hearts of 
the believers. This heart  
must go through so many 
transitions, so that the light 
of Allah is absorbed by it.  

There is a light already 
there, نور الفطرة. But this 
cannot last; it is like the 
olive oil, which we have by 
default. The fitrah can be 
affected by the sins, from 
within, and the 
environment can influence 
it from the outside. The 

purity of the fitrah must also be maintained, its light can be extinguished 
without the spark of knowledge. 

The masajid like the مشكاة of the lantern, they are protective incubators. The 
people inside them have the top characteristics. There is no لھو or vain talk or 
activities in them, they are balanced and focused, they don’t waste time, and 
have their priorities in place. This does not mean that they sit at home and go 
to the masjid. Sometimes people go to the masjid because they are free and 
have time on their hands. But these people have very busy lives and 
businesses, but they don’t let this distract them from worship.  

We must be specific with why we are doing acts of goodness. Be aware of this. Intention is very important. 
Here we are not talking about people doing haram acts, but those who seem to be doing good. They are afraid 
of the Day of Judgement in life, so on the Day of Judgement, they will not be afraid, Allah will give them the 
best reward, because they were so focused in their worship. They will be given more than their expectations, 
because in life, they did not run after the material benefits.  

What are their actions? They remember Allah constantly and abundantly, they make tasbeeh; they establish 
the salah, and give the zakat with a good heart. Dhikr is the fuel to go forward, salah is the right of Allah, and 
zakat is the right of the people. They also have a fear in the hearts, this is it in action of the heart. Allah will 
multiply the reward them for their best deeds, giving them more than they did, by His favour and bounties. This 
is the provision mentioned here. Allah will give them a reward which they will never imagine. Their deeds could 
never reach this reward. Allah will reward them abundantly, without any measure. What a good trade! Don’t get 
distracted, focus on worship, and Allah will give you so much. There are no boundaries in the giving of Allah.  

Guidance also comes with showing opposites. So 
Allah shows us the examples of ones who are  
misguided. Our minds think that the opposite of light is 
darkness, but there are two examples which Allah 
gives, which we can never imagine. Guidance is 
knowledge and actions. If there is action without 
knowledge, or knowledge without application, then it is 
misguidance.  

The first example, of the mirage, is of action without 
knowledge.  These are الضالین, the ones who are 

misguided. The second example, the darkness, is of  
knowledge without application. These are المغضوب علیھم, those upon whom the wrath of Allah is. The two 
examples are of someone sitting in the darkness, and someone running in the light, but in the wrong direction. 
The first is running, making a great effort, and at the end, finding nothing. The second is sinking in the 
darkness.  

لِيَْجِزيَُهُم اهللَُّ أَْحَسَن َما َعِمُلوا 
َويَِزيَدُهم مِّن فَْضلِِه ۗ َواهللَُّ يَرْزُقُ َمن 

يََشاُء ِبَغيِْر ِحَساٍب 
That Allah may reward them 

[according to] the best of what 
they did and increase them 
from His bounty. And Allah 

gives provision to whom He 
wills without account 

َوالَِّذيَن َكفَرُوا أَْعَماُلُهْم َكَسرَاٍب 
ِبِقيَعٍة يَْحَسبُُه الظَّْمآُن َماًء َحتَّىٰ 

إِذَا َجاَءهُ َلْم يَِجْدهُ َشيْئًا َوَوَجَد اهللََّ 
ِعنَدهُ فَوَفَّاهُ ِحَسابَُه ۗ َواهللَُّ َسِريعُ 

اْلِحَساِب 
But those who disbelieved - 
their deeds are like a mirage 
in a lowland which a thirsty 

one thinks is water until, when 
he comes to it, he finds it is 

nothing but finds Allah before 
Him, and He will pay him in 

full his due; and Allah is swift 
in account 
25:38-39



The end of the parable of the lantern   ِبُكلِّ َشْيٍء َعلِیٌم ُ  and Allah is Knowing of all things (24:35)  َوهللاَّ
The end of the parable of the mirage   َسِریُع اْلِحَساِب ُ  and Allah is swift in account (24:39)   َوهللاَّ
The end of the parable of the sea       َلُھ ُنوًرا َفَما َلُھ ِمن نُّوٍر ُ  and he to whom Allah has not granted   َوَمن لَّْم َیْجَعِل هللاَّ
light, for him there is no light (24:40) 

The absence of knowledge makes the heart into a dead land. The knowledge brings the dead heart to life, like 
the rain makes the dead land alive again. In this parable, Allah gives tangible form to the deeds of those who 
don’t have faith.  

There are many forms of disbelief, from denial, rejection, mockery, hatred and 
hypocrisy. The kuffar may do many charitable acts; they may also be 
believers, doing some actions of disbelief. When they act without belief and 
knowledge, their deeds are nullified. Their good deeds are like optical 
illusions, a mirage.  

A mirage is an image that 
looks real but is not really 
there. It is caused by layers 
of air being at different 
temperatures and thicknesses. The differences in the layers 
of air can bend light. This bending, known as refraction, 
creates false images that people often believe truly exist. 
Many mirages are seen around water or hot, flat surfaces. 
(Brittanica Kids) 

The light refracts in the bright sunlight, looking like a shimmering body of water to an extremely thirsty traveler 
in the middle of the arid desert. The eyes see water, but this is a deception. This desert in the parable is further 
described as بقیعة, empty of all vegetation. It is empty, parched, dry and cracked land. His parched throat 
pushes him towards the distant water. But when he approaches the water, he realizes he was deceived.  

The deeds of the disbeliever is like a mirage in the desert. The one who doesn’t have knowledge has a 
parched and arid heart. This is why the idol worshipper will serve 
his idols, thinking they would benefit him. The insight comes with 
knowledge.  

On the Day of Judgement, this person will expect his deeds to 
benefit him, and he will be rewarded, but he will see that all the 
hospitals and schools were all a mirage, because he didn’t do all 
his deeds with faith.  

Imagine his regret and disappointment, which will make him more 
thirsty. He will have no hope left.  

This is also an example of those who are doing bid’ah. They work 
so hard, but their efforts are all in vain. In their minds, they think they 
are doing good, but it is all an illusion. Even though it is broad daylight, the evidence is so clear, refuting all 
shirk, they are still deceived.  

In the parable, the person is mentioned in singular tense, alone, and this shows the barakah of the 
brotherhood of Islam, because if someone goes off track, the others will bring him back. We need knowledge, 
and reminders, all the time. A person can be involved in the work of deen, but if he doesn’t have constant 
reminders, he can easily turn and waver. Someone building a masjid, a very technical work, needs to be 
reminded that he must have the correct intention, because otherwise his good works can also become a 
mirage. Knowledge is a spark in the heart, a jolt to the faltering heart.  

He expected his deeds, but he saw Allah instead. In life, don’t look at your deeds and be amazed, look at 
Allah, do all your deeds for Allah. If you look at your deeds, you will be proud of them, and pride is a destroyer. 
Only the mercy of Allah will take you to Jannah. Hope for the mercy of Allah, do your deeds and forget them.  

Allah will recompense everyone in full. Even if a person is obviously going to the hellfire, Allah will recompense 
him; even one good deed which is acceptable will make a difference in his punishment. There is no injustice 
with Allah. He is very quick in His accounting. This is His promise. 
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