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This ayah is about 
slander, accusations 
being spread without the 
person who is accused 
even knowing about it. 
This the حادثة اإلفك, the 
incident of the slander of 
the Mother of the 
believers, Aisha رضي هللا 
  .عنھا

Narrated Aisha هللا  رضــــي 
 : عنھا
" W h e n e v e r t h e 
Messenger of Allah صــــلى 
 intended to go هللا عـلیھ وسـلم

on a journey, he would draw lots amongst his wives and would take with him 
the one upon whom the lot fell. During a Ghazwa of his, he drew lots 
amongst us and the lot fell upon me, and I proceeded with him after Allah 
had decreed the use of the veil by women. I was carried in a Howdah (on the camel) and dismounted while still 
in it. When the Messenger of Allah صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ وســـلم was through with his Ghazwa and returned home, and we 
approached the city of Medina, the Messenger of Allah صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ وســـلم ordered us to proceed at night. When 
the order of setting off was given, I walked till I was past the army to answer the call of nature. After finishing I 
returned (to the camp) to depart (with the others) and suddenly realized that my necklace over my chest was 
missing. So, I returned to look for it and was delayed because of that. The people who used to carry me on the 
camel, came to my Howdah and put it on the back of the camel, thinking that I was in it, as, at that time, 
women were light in weight, and thin and lean, and did not use to eat much. So, those people did not feel the 
difference in the heaviness of the Howdah while lifting it, and they put it over the camel. At that time I was a 
young lady. They set the camel moving and proceeded on. I found my necklace after the army had gone, and 
came to their camp to find nobody. So, I went to the place where I used to stay, thinking that they would 
discover my absence and come back in my search. While in that state, I felt sleepy and slept. Safwan bin 
Mu'attal As-Sulami Adh-Dhakwani was behind the army and reached my abode in the morning. When he saw 
a sleeping person, he came to me, and he used to see me before veiling. So, I got up when I heard him 
saying, "Inna lil-lah-wa inn a ilaihi rajiun (We are for Allah, and we will return to Him)." He made his camel knell 
down. He got down from his camel, and put his leg on the front legs of the camel and then I rode and sat over 
it. Safwan set out walking, leading the camel by the rope till we reached the army who had halted to take rest 
at midday. Then whoever was meant for destruction, fell into destruction, (some people accused me falsely) 
and the leader of the false accusers was `Abdullah bin Ubai bin Salul. After that we returned to Medina, and I 
became ill for one month while the people were spreading the forged statements of the false accusers. I was 
feeling during my ailment as if I were not receiving the usual kindness from the Messenger of Allah صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ 
 which I used to receive from him when I got sick. But he would come, greet and say, 'How is that (girl)?' I وســــلـم
did not know anything of what was going on till I recovered from my ailment and went out with Um Mistah to 
the Manasi where we used to answer the call of nature, and we used not to go to answer the call of nature 
except from night to night and that was before we had lavatories near to our houses. And this habit of ours was 
similar to the habit of the old 'Arabs in the open country (or away from houses). So. I and Um Mistah bint 
Ruhm went out walking. Um Mistah stumbled because of her long dress and on that she said, 'Let Mistah be 
ruined.' I said, 'You are saying a bad word. Why are you abusing a man who took part in (the battle of) Badr?' 
She said, 'O Hanata (you there) didn't you hear what they said?' Then she told me the rumors of the false 
accusers. My sickness was aggravated, and when I returned home, the Messenger of Allah صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ وســــلم 
came to me, and after greeting he said, 'How is that (girl)?' I requested him to allow me to go to my parents. I 
wanted then to be sure of the news through them. The Messenger of Allah صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ وســـلم allowed me, and I 
went to my parents and asked my mother, 'What are the people talking about?' She said, 'O my daughter! 
Don't worry much about this matter. By Allah, never is there a charming woman loved by her husband who has 
other wives, but the women would forge false news about her.' I said, 'Glorified be Allah! Are the people really 
taking of this matter?' That night I kept on weeping and could not sleep till morning. In the morning the 
Messenger of Allah صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ وســـلم `Ali bin Abu Talib and Usama bin Zaid when he saw the Divine Inspiration 
delayed, to consul them about divorcing his wife (i.e. `Aisha). Usama bin Zaid said what he knew of the good 
reputation of his wives and added, 'O Messenger of Allah ! Keep you wife, for, by Allah, we know nothing about 

فِْك ُعْصبٌَة مِّنُكْم ۚ  إِنَّ الَِّذيَن َجاُءوا ِباإْلِ
اَل تَْحَسبُوهُ َشرًّا لَُّكم ۖ بَْل ُهوَ َخيٌْر 

لَُّكْم ۚ لُِكلِّ اْمِرٍئ مِّنُْهم مَّا اْكتََسَب ِمَن 
ثْمِ ۚ َوالَِّذي تَوَلَّىٰ ِكبْرَهُ ِمنُْهْم َلُه  اإْلِ

َعذَاٌب َعِظيٌم 
Indeed, those who came with 
falsehood are a group among 

you. Do not think it bad for you; 
rather it is good for you. For 
every person among them is 

what [punishment] he has 
earned from the sin, and he 
who took upon himself the 

greater portion thereof - for him 
is a great punishment 

24:11



her but good.' `Ali bin Abu Talib said, 'O Messenger of Allah ! Allah has no imposed restrictions on you, and 
there are many women other than she, yet you may ask the woman-servant who will tell you the truth.' On that 
the Messenger of Allah صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ وســــلم called Buraira and said, 'O Buraira. Did you ever see anything which 
roused your suspicions about her?' Buraira said, 'No, by Allah Who has sent you with the Truth, I have never 
seen in her anything faulty except that she is a girl of immature age, who sometimes sleeps and leaves the 
dough for the goats to eat.' On that day the Messenger of Allah صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ وســــلـم ascended the pulpit and 
requested that somebody support him in punishing `Abdullah bin Ubai bin Salul. Allah's Apostle said, 'Who will 
support me to punish that person (`Abdullah bin Ubai bin Salul) who has hurt me by slandering the reputation 
of my family? By Allah, I know nothing about my family but good, and they have accused a person about 
whom I know nothing except good, and he never entered my house except in my company.' Sa`d bin Mu`adh 
got up and said, 'O Messenger of Allah! By Allah, I will relieve you from him. If that man is from the tribe of the 
Aus, then we will chop his head off, and if he is from our brothers, the Khazraj, then order us, and we will fulfill 
your order.' On that Sa`d bin 'Ubada, the chief of the Khazraj and before this incident, he had been a pious 
man, got up, motivated by his zeal for his tribe and said, 'By Allah, you have told a lie; you cannot kill him, and 
you will never be able to kill him.' On that Usaid bin Al-Hadir got up and said (to Sa`d bin 'Ubada), 'By Allah! 
you are a liar. By Allah, we will kill him; and you are a hypocrite, defending the hypocrites.' On this the two 
tribes of Aus and Khazraj got excited and were about to fight each other, while the Messenger of Allah صــــلـى هللا 
 was standing on the pulpit. He got down and quieted them till they became silent and he kept quiet. On عـلیھ وسـلم
that day I kept on weeping so much so that neither did my tears stop, nor could I sleep. In the morning my 
parents were with me and I had wept for two nights and a day, till I thought my liver would burst from weeping. 
While they were sitting with me and I was weeping, an Ansari woman asked my permission to enter, and I 
allowed her to come in. She sat down and started weeping with me. While we were in this state, the 
Messenger of Allah صـلى هللا عـلیھ وسـلم came and sat down and he had never sat with me since the day they forged 
the accusation. No revelation regarding my case came to him for a month. He recited Tashah-hud (i.e. None 
has the right to be worshipped but Allah and Muhammad is His Apostle) and then said, 'O `Aisha! I have been 
informed such-and-such about you; if you are innocent, then Allah will soon reveal your innocence, and if you 
have committed a sin, then repent to Allah and ask Him to forgive you, for when a person confesses his sin 
and asks Allah for forgiveness, Allah accepts his repentance.' When the Messenger of Allah صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ وســــلم 
finished his speech my tears ceased completely and there remained not even a single drop of it. I requested 
my father to reply to the Messenger of Allah صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ وســــلم on my behalf. My father said, By Allah, I do not 
know what to say to him., I said to my mother, 'Talk to him on my behalf.' She said, 'By Allah, I do not know 
what to say to Allah's Apostle. I was a young girl and did not have much knowledge of the Qur'an. I said. 'I 
know, by Allah, that you have listened to what people are saying and that has been planted in your minds and 
you have taken it as a truth. Now, if I told you that I am innocent and Allah knows that I am innocent, you would 
not believe me and if I confessed to you falsely that I am guilty, and Allah knows that I am innocent you would 
believe me. By Allah, I don't compare my situation with you except to the situation of Joseph's father (i.e. 
Jacob) who said, 'So (for me) patience is most fitting against that which you assert and it is Allah (Alone) 
whose help can be sought.' Then I turned to the other side of my bed hoping that Allah would prove my 
innocence. By Allah I never thought that Allah would reveal Divine Inspiration in my case, as I considered 
myself too inferior to be talked of in the Holy Qur'an. I had hoped that Allah's Messenger صــلى هللا عــلیھ وســلم might 
have a dream in which Allah would prove my innocence. By Allah, Allah's Apostle had not got up and nobody 
had left the house before the Divine Inspiration came to Allah's Apostle. So, there overtook him the same state 
which used to overtake him, (when he used to have, on being inspired divinely). He was sweating so much so 
that the drops of the sweat were dropping like pearls though it was a (cold) wintry day. When that state of the 
Messenger of Allah صـلى هللا عـلیھ وسـلم was over, he was smiling and the first word he said, `Aisha! Thank Allah, for 
Allah has declared your innocence.' My mother told me to go to him, I replied, 'By Allah I will not go to him and 
will not thank but Allah.' So Allah revealed: "Verily! They who spread the slander are a gang among 
you . . ." (24.11) When Allah gave the declaration of my Innocence, Abu Bakr, who used to provide for Mistah 
bin Uthatha for he was his relative, said, 'By Allah, I will never provide Mistah with anything because of what he 
said about Aisha.' But Allah later revealed: -- "And let not those who are good and wealthy among you swear 
not to help their kinsmen, those in need and those who left their homes in Allah's Cause. Let them forgive and 
overlook. Do you not wish that Allah should forgive you? Verily! Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful." (24.22) 
After that Abu Bakr said, 'Yes ! By Allah! I like that Allah should forgive me,' and resumed helping Mistah whom 
he used to help before. The Messenger of Allah صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ وســــلـم  also asked Zainab bint Jahsh (i.e. the 
Prophet's wife about me saying, 'What do you know and what did you see?' She replied, 'O Messenger of Allah 
I refrain to claim hearing or seeing what I have not heard or seen. By Allah, I know nothing except goodness 
about Aisha." Aisha further added "Zainab was competing with me (in her beauty and the Prophet's love), yet 
Allah protected her (from being malicious), for she had piety."  

 (صحیح البخاري، حدیث 2661#)

Abdullah bin Ubai bin Salul, the leader of the hypocrites, was jealous of the Messenger of Allah صـلى هللا عـلیھ وسـلم, 
because he was a leader of the people of Madinah before the Messenger of Allah صــلى هللا عــلیھ وســلم came there. 
So when he saw Aisha عــــنـھـا هللا  رضــــي   coming with Safwan, he started talking to people individually and in 
gatherings. Imagine accusing Aisha رضـي هللا عـنھا of adultery. This was the honour of the Messenger of Allah صـلى 
  .part of his household. It was very disturbing, an attack on deen itself ,هللا علیھ وسلم

Safwan was known for his deep sleep. This incident happened after the ruling for hijab was introduced. This  



incident was a test for all the believers at that time; would they talk about it, and as a result, spread it, or 
squash it immediately? The true believers wanted to protect even their thoughts, and they didn’t speak a word, 
they fought their thoughts. Some believers were also caught in the trap, and listened to the hypocrites. The 
hypocrites will play with words, twisting them to mislead the people. When this news reached the Messenger 
of Allah صـلى هللا عـلیھ وسـلم, he was so distressed. Aisha رضـي هللا عـنھا was his most believed wife, the daughter of his 
dearest friend Abu Bakr As-Siddiq رضـي هللا عـنھ. He consulted the sahabah, all of which defended Aisha رضـي الـلھو 
 being his close relative, was more protective of his feelings, and suggested that ,رضـي هللا عـنھ Ali bin Abi Talib .عـنھا
if this matter distressed human so much he should leave her, but this does not mean he believed she was 
guilty, and we must not hold this against him. The Messenger of Allah صـــلى هللا عـــلیھ وســـلم was only human, bit he 
stood by Aisha رضــــي هللا عــــنـھـا in public. When the ayah came, exonerating her, he went straight to her, smiling, 
and said to her : ُ أَِك هللاَّ َ َفــَقْد َبــرَّ  Aisha! Praise Allah, for Allah has declared your innocence. Her : َیــا َعــاِئــَشُة، اْحــَمِدي هللاَّ
mother told her to go to Him, but our mother replied : الَ أَقُــوُم إَِلــْیِھ، َوالَ أَْحــَمُد إِالَّ الــلَّھ ،ِ  By Allah I will not go to him : الَ َوهللاَّ
and will not thank but Allah. 

To slander the chastity of a woman without 4 witnesses 
deserves the penalty of 80 lashes. But for Aisha رضـــي هللا عـــنھا, 
anyone who slanders her is a kafir, because Allah declared 
her innocence in the Qura’an, and to deny even one ayah f 
the Qura’an is disbelief. Rumours and slandering disrupt the 
society, more than zina, because they accuse innocent 
people.  

The إفــــك or fabrication is the worst of lies. The wives of all the 
messengers were chaste, even if they were disbelievers, such 
as the wife of Nuh and Lut عـلیھما السـالم. Aisha رضـي هللا وعـنھا was a 
scholar, and there are so many ahadeeth which she narrated. 
Attacking her in particular was an evil plan of attacking the 
deen, because if she was disgraced, people would not 
respect her, and disregard her narrations and teachings.  
  
The hypocrites were living I’m Madinah, they were apparent 
believers, so others trusted them, and they tried to damage 
the fabric of then Muslim society from within. They hid their 
evil in their hearts. Some good people also feel for their lies, 
and repented later.  

We would think the most important matter was to declare the 
innocence of Aisha رضــــي هللا عــــنـھـا, but this whole incident had 
many other benefits. Generally, when there is a wound, it 
must be cleaned and then treated. There has to be negation 
and then purification, purity before the covenant, wudoo 
before salah. Before declaring the innocence of Aisha رضـــي هللا 

 you have to clean away any traces of dirt, so that you can accept the truth. This incident was circulated ,عــــنـھـا
widely in Madinah, so the people were all exposed to negativity. The more they listened, the more negativity 
went into their hearts, painting her in an evil picture. They could not switch to positivity straight away. So Allah 
wanted to clean the negativity first from the hearts of the believers.  

The words ــُكْم ــُكم ۖ َبـــْل ُھـــَو َخـــْیٌر لـَّ ا لـَّ  were a detox. It was a command to extract the negativity from their َال َتْحَســـُبوهُ َشـــّرً
hearts. The incident looked purely evil, but, oh believers, it is good for you. So much goodness came out of it. 
Allah elevated His Messenger صــــلـى هللا عــــلـیـھ وســــلـم and Aisha رضــــي هللا عــــنـھـا, and exposed the hypocrites. The 
supporters of the Messenger of Allah صــــلى هللا عــــلیھ وســــلم became apparent. So the first step of the detox was to 
declare that this situation which looks so bad was not purely evil, it revealed many secrets. It showed the 
nature of the people.  

Remove doubts, remove thoughts that any decree is bad, look at the bigger picture. Don’t think bad about 
Allah. When you think good of Allah, then you will be able to think good of people. This will open the way for 
the truth to go to your heart. When there are doubts, then you cannot absorb the truth, because you have bad 
thoughts about Allah.  

This remedy can only be given by our Creator. Our hearts are in the hands of Allah. Think good of Him, and He 
will remove all the negativity from you.  


