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The society cannot be upgraded if there is no modesty, and 
the sins are exposed. When everyone does what they 
want, and there are no boundaries, there is darkness. 
There is no light without modesty, and modesty comes with 
faith.  

If there is no haya’, the 
person can commit any 
crime. To develop the 
society, you must work on 
the modesty. For this, you 
have to see the dark side 
of zina. It is in stages; the 
first time, the person is 
ask ashamed, and then 
gradually gets used to it.  

The word modesty is not used in the surah, but purification is used. The 
maximum immoral behaviour is zina, to show your awrah, the parts of the body which must be covered, to 
someone with whom you don’t have a marriage contract. The penalty is severe, and it must only be 
administered by the authority.  

The goal of the beginning of the surah is to remember. What will make you alert is the introduction. It begins 
with the words سورة. Allah says أنزلناھا, He sent it, and فرضناھا, He made it obligatory to act upon it. Also أنزلنا فیھا, 
He went it with clear signs contained within, which are so straightforward. So you begin with this mindset. It is 
sent by Allah, is obligatory, and easy to follow because of the clear sings. The goal of the surah is لعلكم تزكرون, 
so that you are reminded. When you are reminded about something, you can act upon it.  

When someone commits the ultimate immoral crime of adultery, he 
must not to dealt with mercy, because 
this is an unacceptable crime.  
There is a penalty or punishment for 
this crime in dunya, a bad 
consequence. This sin corrupts 
society. All the penalties in dunya are 
regarding the crimes which affect the 
society. When there is immodesty, 
faith goes away.  

One of the evil plans of the shaitan is 
immodesty, through clothes, words, 

and actions; he always tries things which affects the faith. When there 
is no haya, anything will be acceptable, and this is darkness for the 
society. All this can lead to zina. The severity of the penalty shows how 
evil this sin is. The penalty should act as a deterrent. Whoever 
indulges in this sin will ultimately be exposed in a most humiliating 
way. The punishment must be administered by the authority in public. 
Some violations are so severe they must be exposed, although Islam 
stresses the importance of covering the mistakes of people in general. 
For instance, in Dubai, we see the youth punished for misdemeanors by making them clean the sidewalks, 
and the zoo, and their names and pictures are also made public. This acts as a deterrent for the future.  

There are two ayaat about zina, and both females and males are mentioned. Zina is not sudden, it is a 
process, going step by step. The person has to adapt to it slowly, removing one boundary of modesty at a 
time. It is like ََّزن, a buzzing in the mind. It is very difficult to get out of this immodest behaviour. For the person 
to be forced out of it, he needs to be exposed. This is also a lesson for others who see the consequences of 
the crime. The person who commits adultery exposed himself in a haram manner, so he is exposed to the 

The Messenger of Allah صلى 
  : said هللا علیھ وسلم

ا أَْدرََك النَّاُس ِمْن َكالَمِ النُّبُوَِّة  إِنَّ ِممَّ
إِذَا َلْم تَْستَِحي فَاْصنَعْ َما ِشئَْت 

One of the sayings of the 
prophets which the people 

have got is : If you do not feel 
any shame, then do whatever 

you like. 
صحیح البخاري ، حدیث 3484 

الزَّاِنيَُة َوالزَّاِني فَاْجلُِدوا ُكلَّ َواِحٍد 
مِّنُْهَما ِمائََة َجْلَدٍة ۖ واََل تَأُْخذُْكم ِبِهَما 

رَأْفٌَة ِفي ِديِن اهللَِّ إِن ُكنتُْم تُؤِْمنُوَن ِباهللَِّ 
َواْليَوْمِ اآْلِخِر ۖ َوْليَْشَهْد َعذَابَُهَما طَاِئفٌَة 

مَِّن امْلُؤِْمِننَي 
The [unmarried] woman or 

[unmarried] man found guilty of 
sexual intercourse - lash each 

one of them with a hundred 
lashes, and do not be taken by 
pity for them in the religion of 
Allah , if you should believe in 

Allah and the Last Day. And let a 
group of the believers witness 

their punishment 
 24:2

 The Messenger of Allah صلى
: said اهلل عليه وسلم  

اْلَحيَاُء ُشْعبٌَة ِمَن اإِليَماِن  
Modesty (Al-Haya') is a 

branch of Faith 
سنن النسائي ، حديث 5006# 



people. This crime cannot remain a secret. They will be exposed and humiliated; this is the mercy of Allah, a 
nurturing. Even if they are not punished, they will be exposed.  

The word زنا comes from the verb َزَنى, which means fulfill illegal desires. The word gives the impression of 
sliding. It also means َیَبَس, dry, and َحَبَس, to be trapped. The person has a buzz in his mind, and this action of 
zina drains him of everything, trapping him.  

The ayah begins with الزانیة, the adulteress. The woman may be physical weak, but she has been given the 
power of making the brain of the strongest and wisest man absent. The shaitan doesn’t take into consideration 
whether someone is married or not, or whether she is beautiful or not; he will beautify all the sins. The woman 
is the one illuminating the society and plunging it into darkness.  

If the adulterers are caught red handed, or confess, both the man and the woman are to be whipped 100 
times. This punishment is for the ones who are not married. If they are married, the sin is more severe. The 
punishment is set by Allah, do remove the sin from their 
system. The pain and the marks on his body will stop him 
from repeating this offense. The pain will overcome their 
transient pleasure.  

The person undergoing the punishment will have to bear it, 
he will have no recourse, whether he is patient or not. Allah is 
the Most Just; the remedy for zina is this purification.  

The word فاجلدوا is derived from the verb َجَلَد, which means :  
  🔴  to strike        ► ضرب
  🔴  to be patient ► َصَبَر
  🔴  severe          ► شدید
  🔴  hated            ► أكرھة

Don’t have mercy on them. This punishment is a mercy for 
them. It is better to be punished in dunya than in akhirah. 
While they are alive, they still have time to repent and reform 
themselves. In akhirah, the exposure and humiliation is to no 
avail.  

Islam is the deen of mercy, for the benefit of everyone. All the rules 
are for everyone. Don’t let your feelings  towards them stop you 
from applying the rules of Allah. You can’t pardon someone who 
exceeds the boundaries of Allah, and demolishes the society with 
their immoral behaviour. You will not want to continue with the 
punishment, but remember it is for their benefit. This is not about 
your feelings. Suppress your feelings, and apply the rules of Allah.  

The word رأفة indicates intense mercy. People will feel sorry for 
them while administering the punishment. The word زانیة and زاني 
are in singular, to be taken case by case. This means it is 
restrictive. It doesn't imply that everyone in society is an adulterer. 
Don’t spread negativity by saying that society is all corrupt. Don’t 
make this general. This is actually spending the immorality. When 
you generalize, you are supporting it because it makes it seem less 
important and corrupt.  

This is a rule of islam, and must be implemented. Dont let your 
feelings and reasoning come in the way. If you are a believer, you will not let your feelings stop you. A believer 
uses his feelings for Allah, to obey Him. On the Day of Judgement, there is a much bigger punishment. When 
Usama ibn Zaid رضي هللا عنھ interceded on behalf of the woman who stole, the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم 
reprimanded him by saying : أتشفع في حد من حدود هللا تعالى؟  (Are you interceding regarding one of the punishments 
prescribed by Allah? ).  
( متفق علیھ ، ریاض الصالحین ، كتاب #18، حدیث 1770#) 

These violations are unforgivable. Don’t let this punishment be administered quietly, a group of believers must 
witness it, because this is a lesson for them, not only the sinners, so that they are afraid to fall into this sin. It is 
very difficult to test out of this sin once you fall into it. The sinners will watch, but this is specifically for the 
believers, because they usually think they are safe from falling into zina. But don’t ascribe purity to yourself.  
Ask Allah to protect you from it. Don’t be confident in yourself, and feel secure; dont judge and criticize others 
either. We usually focus on weak people, but the strong need help too. Focus on the believers, this will 
upgrade the society. Dont disable the good part of society by focusing only on the weak elements. When they 

Usama رضي اهلل عنه approached the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم  on 
behalf of a woman (who had committed 
theft). The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 

  : said عليه وسلم
إِنََّما َهَلَك َمْن َكاَن َقبَْلُكْم أَنَُّهْم َكانُوا يُِقيُموَن 

ِريَف، َوالَِّذي  اْلَحدَّ َعَلى اْلوَِضيعِ، َويَتْرُُكوَن الشَّ
نَفِْسي ِبيَِدِه َلوْ فَاِطَمُة فََعَلْت ذَلَِك َلَقطَْعُت يََدَها 
The people before you were destroyed 
because they used to inflict the legal 

punishments on the poor and forgive the 
rich. By Him in Whose Hand my soul is! 

If Fatima (the daughter ) did that (i.e. 
stole), I would cut off her hand. 

صحیح البخاري ، حدیث 6787# 



witness the punishment, this will strengthen their knowledge, and it will sink 
in, making them more guided.  

The zina is so evil, it will not only corrupt the person himself, but also the 
ones accompanying the adulterers. This is why a chaste man should not 
marry an adulteress, and a chaste woman should not marry an adulterer. 
Don’t think they will redeem after they are married. This influence can affect 
the modesty of the spouse. The sin of zina has a very strong impact on 
others.  

Immodesty can be seen in words too.modesty is not only about covering, it 
concerns your behavior too. Here the adulterer is compared to someone 
committing shirk, both have been put on the same level.  

الزَّاِني اَل يَنِكحُ إاِلَّ زَاِنيًَة أَْو 
ُمْشرَِكًة َوالزَّاِنيَُة اَل يَنِكُحَها إاِلَّ 
زَاٍن أَْو ُمْشرٌِك ۚ َوُحرَِّم ذَٰلَِك َعَلى 

امْلُؤِْمِننَي 
The fornicator does not 
marry except a [female] 

fornicator or polytheist, and 
none marries her except a 
fornicator or a polytheist, 
and that has been made 
unlawful to the believers 
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