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Allah dealt with each group perfectly.  

The first group, those who spread mischief, were not 
spared, and action was taken against them immediately. 
There was no mercy.  

The second group are the believers, the focus in this surah. 
The hypocrites are left to their own resources. The 
believers who spoke of the slander needed to be reformed. 
From ayah 11-21, Allah reforms them, wrapping the words 
beautifully.  

There is a reprimand, but it is covered with good words, for 
the sinning believers. They are told how they should have  
behaved, with layers and layers of reform. The message is 
to magnify Allah.  This shows the modesty of Allah. He 

wraps the words until He gets to the point He wants to make for the believers. This shows how much He loves 
the believers.  

The third group were not sinners, but Allah wanted them to do better. They had better options. So Allah 
addressed this group with such motivational words. This shows His modesty in words.  

This is the highest level of diplomatic manners. Allah shows us how to deal with people of all levels. Everyone 
deserves special treatment. Allah teaches us covering and modesty. Wrap your words, don’t throw them at 
people. Bad language is not the topic here. Polite words attract people.  

We all want Allah to forgive us. Allah wants Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ to forgive Mistah, even though he committed a 
grave sin. The higher the level of faith, the more Allah focuses on you. Allah wanted Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ to be 
better, to rise above this.  

Allah never leaves the believers, He focuses on them, He is the Most Generous. The concept of modesty is 
important. Deal with people with haya’, even if you don’t find anything in response, whether someone deserves 
it or not. This person didn’t deserve any leniency. But it was all about Abu Bakr. You don’t choose whom you 
should make salam to, or smile at. It is not good manners to be good only to those who deserve it. 

The word العفو means to erase and delete, removing all the features of the sin. 
Allah didn’t mention the name of Abu Bakr, He said it in general terms, to let 
them overlook and pardon, not punish someone for their sins.  

The word َصَفَح is to display, like a page. In deen, it means to remove the 
blame.  

Both the words have a similar meaning, but صفح is more, to turn over a 
new page. If you only do عفو, you will pardon, but may mention it later. 
Both of these words together mean to erase and not even mention it. 
This is a high level of good character.  

The disbelievers 
were jealous of 
the Messenger 
of Allah صلى هللا 
 after the علیھ وسلم
truth came to 
them. So Allah tells him to overlook and move on and 
leave it to Allah to deal with them.  

The closer the people, the more problems you will have 

َودَّ َكِثيٌر مِّْن أَْهِل اْلِكتَاِب َلوْ يَرُدُّونَُكم مِّن بَْعِد إِيَماِنُكْم ُكفَّارًا َحَسًدا مِّْن 
َ َلُهُم اْلَحقُّ ۖ فَاْعفُوا َواْصفَُحوا َحتَّىٰ  ِعنِد أَنفُِسِهم مِّن بَْعِد َما تَبنَيَّ

يَأِْتيَ اهللَُّ ِبأَْمرِِه ۗ إِنَّ اهللََّ َعَلىٰ ُكلِّ َشيٍْء َقِديٌر 
Many of the People of the Scripture wish they could turn 
you back to disbelief after you have believed, out of envy 

from themselves [even] after the truth has become clear to 
them. So pardon and overlook until Allah delivers His 
command. Indeed, Allah is over all things competent 

سورة البقرة  
2:190 

يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا إِنَّ ِمْن أَزَْواِجُكْم َوأَواَْلِدُكْم 
َعُدوًّا لَُّكْم فَاْحذَُروُهْم ۚ َوإِن تَْعفُوا َوتَْصفَُحوا 

َوتَْغِفرُوا فَِإنَّ اهللََّ َغفُوٌر رَِّحيٌم 
O you who have believed, indeed, among 
your wives and your children are enemies 

to you, so beware of them. But if you 
pardon and overlook and forgive - then 
indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful 

سورة التغابن  
64:14



with them. Don’t keep things in your heart. You can’t change people unless they want to change themselves. 
The family will distract you from your religious duties. The solution is to be aware of them, that they will 
decrease your faith. You can’t exchange them, trust the choice of 
Allah.  

You need three processes to deal with close family :  
🔺Pardon : َتْعفُوا 
🔺Overlook : َتْصَفُحوا 
🔺Forgive : َتْغفُِرو 

The word َتْغفُِرو adds an extra dimension. You must do all this for 
yourself, it shows a strong and good character. Ignore their actions. 
The shaitan will bring them to mind again and again. Cover the sins, 
don’t broadcast them. When you ignore and overlook, this will help 
you.  

The best manners belonged to the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ 
 People were so bad to him, but he was always full of grace and .وسلم
poise. Your manners show your heart. People can’t see your heart, 

but your manners make it 
apparent. The Messenger of 
Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم never used bad words, he didn’t shout, or behave 
inappropriately. He was always 
discreet and gentle. Speaking loudly 
is not good manners.  

Treat people the way you want to be 
treated. If you pardon people, Allah 
will pardon you. There is no point 
being covered head to toe, looking 
so modest and prestigious, and then 
shouting at people. This is a 
deception.  

A’ishah رضي هللا عنھا said :  
عن ُخُلقِ رسوِل اهللِ صلَّى اهللُ عليِه وسلَّم قالت لم 
ابًا في األسواقِ،  ًشا وال َصخَّ يكن فاحًشا وال ُمتَفَحِّ
وال يَْجِزي بالسيئِة السيئَة، ولكن يَْعفُو ويَْصفَحُ 
It was not the nature of the Messenger of 
Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم to talk indecently, nor 

did he engage himself in the use of obscene 
language. Nor did he shout and talk in souqs 
(which is against dignity). He did not avenge 
a bad deed with a bad one, but forgave it, 

and thereafter did not even mention it.  
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The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم 
said :  

َكاَن الرَُّجُل يَُداِيُن النَّاَس، فََكاَن يَُقوُل لِفَتَاهُ إِذَا 
أَتَيَْت ُمْعِسرًا فَتََجاَوزْ َعنُْه، َلَعلَّ اهللَُّ أَْن يَتََجاَوزَ 

َعنَّا. َقاَل فََلِقيَ اهللََّ فَتََجاَوزَ َعنُْه 
A man used to give loans to the people 
and used to say to his servant, 'If the 

debtor is poor, forgive him, so that Allah 
may forgive us.' So when he met Allah 

(after his death), Allah forgave him.
صحيح البخاري ، حديث 3480# 

 The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا
: said علیھ وسلم   

َما نََقَصْت َصَدَقٌة ِمْن َماٍل َوَما زَاَد اهللَُّ 
َعبًْدا ِبَعفْوٍ إاِلَّ ِعزًّا َوَما تَوَاَضعَ أََحٌد هللَِِّ 

إاِلَّ رَفََعُه اهللَُّ 
Charity does not in any way 
decrease the wealth and the 

servant who forgives Allah adds 
to his respect, and the one who 

shows humility Allah elevates him 
in the estimation (of the people). 

صحيح مسلم ، حديث 2588# 


