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The focus of this surah is in slander. This can be making 
peole of deen, they can judge hastily. But whatever a 
person looks like, you cannot accuse him of being an  
adulterer without witnesses. This can destroy society.  

The two strategies of the shaitan, denial and arrogance, 
can include movies and social media. These tactics open 
the eyes of the people to indecency. The shaitan wants 
people to have no shame. The danger of immorality is more 
dangerous, because it can be accepted by people with no 
intelligence. The shaitan will proceed step by step, 
beautifying the sin, encouraging, until he reaches his goal 
of spreading indecency.  

If you are modest and 
decent, don’t ascribe this 

to yourself, but to Allah. Don’t look at yourself as good and others as bad. 
Allah purifies whomever He wills. Don’t judge others, or ascribe purity to 

yourself. This is فضل هللا ورحمتھ. When you don’t 
indulge in indecency, this should make you 
humble. People with knowledge must be 
humble. Without the favor of Allah, you 
could have been worse than the adulterers. 
Don’t think of yourself as better than others. 
Don’t put others down, judge and condemn. 
The pure heart will spread light like a 
lantern.  

Allah is السمیع, the All-Hearing, and العلیم, the 
All-Knowing. He hears the statements of the 
people, and He knows the realities of the 
hearts.  

The general rule which you must remember is to spread anything good, and 
suppress anything bad. Indulging in immorality and talking about it are both 
ways of spreading indecency. Allah knows your intention, so watch your 
tongue.  

This surah is to reform the believers, and they are on different levels. Some 
made a mistake, and Allah reformed them. Among the believers, there were 
some on a higher level. They wouldn’t indulge in sinful talk, but they reacted 
by preventing some good.  

The level of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq رضي هللا عنھ was higher than any of the 
Sahabah. He is As-Siddiq, the truthful one.  He didn’t do anything wrong, his 
reaction was normal for a general believer, but Allah wanted him to rise even 
higher. Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ supported his cousin Mistah ibn Uthatha 
financially, and he was one of those who slandered A’ishah رضي هللا عنھا, the 
daughter of Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ, and the beloved wife of the Messenger of 
Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم. After Allah sent the ayaat exonerating A’ishah رضي هللا 
 vowed he would not support Mistah any more. This رضي هللا عنھ Abu Bakr ,عنھا
was a normal reaction to this situation. But this was not a normal person, this 
was Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ, and Allah knew he could do better.  

Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ took an oath by Allah, that he would stop the allowance. 
But Allah corrected him, because He wanted to elevate him higher. Allah 
reforms according to the level of faith. Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ was a very bright 

star in the sky of deen. The nurturing for the others was very strict and firm, with Allah telling them never to 

 The Messenger of Allah صلى
: said هللا علیھ وسلم  

 إِذَا َسِمْعَت الرَُّجَل يَُقوُل َهَلَك النَّاُس 
. فَُهوَ أَْهَلُكُهْم  

When you hear a man say, 
'The people are ruined,' he 

himself is the most ruined of 
them all. 

موطأ مالك ، كتاب #56، حدیث 1815# 

يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا اَل تَتَِّبُعوا 
يْطَاِن ۚ َوَمن يَتَِّبعْ  ُخطُوَاِت الشَّ
يْطَاِن فَِإنَُّه يَأُْمُر  ُخطُوَاِت الشَّ

ِباْلفَْحَشاِء َوامْلُنَكِر ۚ َوَلواَْل فَْضُل اهللَِّ 
َعَليُْكْم َورَْحَمتُُه َما زََكىٰ ِمنُكم مِّْن 

أََحٍد أَبًَدا َولَِٰكنَّ اهللََّ يُزَكِّي َمن يََشاُء ۗ 
َواهللَُّ َسِميعٌ َعلِيٌم 

O you who have believed, do 
not follow the footsteps of 

Satan. And whoever follows 
the footsteps of Satan - 

indeed, he enjoins immorality 
and wrongdoing. And if not 
for the favor of Allah upon 

you and His mercy, not one 
of you would have been 

pure, ever, but Allah purifies 
whom He wills, and Allah is 

Hearing and Knowing 
24:21

َعِة  واََل يَأْتَِل أُوُلو اْلفَْضِل ِمنُكْم َوالسَّ
أَن يُؤْتُوا أُولِي اْلُقْربَىٰ َوامْلََساِكنَي 

َوامْلَُهاِجِريَن ِفي َسِبيِل اهللَِّ ۖ َوْليَْعفُوا 
َوْليَْصفَُحوا ۗ أاََل تُِحبُّوَن أَن يَْغِفَر اهللَُّ 

َلُكْم ۗ َواهللَُّ َغفُوٌر رَِّحيٌم 
And let not those of virtue 

among you and wealth swear 
not to give [aid] to their 

relatives and the needy and 
the emigrants for the cause of 

Allah , and let them pardon 
and overlook. Would you not 
like that Allah should forgive 
you? And Allah is Forgiving 

and Merciful 
24:22 



behave in this manner again. But with Abu Bakr رضي هللا 
  Allah was so gentle. He had taken an oath by the عنھ
name of Allah, and Allah gave him permission not to 
proceed with the oath. Allah gave up His right for him to 
continue his allowance for Mistah. There is no one like 
Allah. The vow was nullified. Allah didn’t mention it. This 
shows that of someone makes a mistake, don’t humiliate 
him by mentioning it. 

Though the advice is for Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ, it is 
mentioned in plural, to make it even more gentle. It can 
include anyone else in the same situation. Allah 
described Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ as a person of favours and bounties. Allah didn’t take the name of Mistah either. 
The heart of Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ was vast, the one who gives so much has to have a vast heart. Abu Bakr 
 .gave up all his wealth twice in his life for the sake of Allah. No one can be as generous as him رضي هللا عنھ
People like him are the mainstay of society.  

Allah deal with people with haya, covering their deeds. He never embarrasses anyone. He wraps the words 
with beauty and gentleness. This is the way to advice, don’t throw words at people, cover them, by making 
them general and beautiful. The words of Allah show so much love and honour for Abu Bakr رضي هللا عنھ.  

This shows us that we should not leave the ihsan because of the sins of a person, that is between him and 
Allah. You must do your part. Don’t change because others change. Nothing should stop your goodness. This 
is only possible with purification of the heart.  

Allah didn’t directly say that Abu Bakr should forgive Mistah, He softened his heart first, then gave a gentle 
command. Allah honours us so much, and shows us so much love. Allah doesn’t need us, we need Him, but 
He still takes care of us.  

Allah further motivates Abu Bakr, addressing him directly : don’t you love Allah to forgive you? When Abu Bakr 
 heard this, he said he loves that Allah forgive him. He resumed the allowance, and swore he would رضي هللا عنھ
never discontinue it. This erased all bad feelings in his heart.  

Allah is the One who forgives. He corrects and reforms even the little actions of His slaves.  


