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Growth without deen is artificial. You must feel with your 
heart, not only with  outer actions. Don’t imitate others, this 
is hollow worship. Take your time, be patient, and grow with 
your heart. Nothing can be more conducive to actual 
growth than the Qura’an. We have the seeds from the 
fitrah, and we need the rain of the Qura’an on the inside of 
the heart and it will bloom. It will then be a lantern and will 
glow even in the darkness.  
 
The Qura’an 
elevates and 
upgrades, but 
the foundation 
of faith must 
come first. This 
is like rain, the 

more nourishment, the more growth. If you stop the nourishment, 
the growth will stop. Learn the concepts and then apply them, and 
the fruits will  appear. This will make you a good example, and your 
heart will be like a lantern, spreading light.  

Surah An-Nur is the 21st Surah in the mushaf, and it consists of 64 
ayaat. It is a Madani surah, revealed  after Hijrah. Its main themes 
are : 

  chastity and honour ◄ الستر وعفاف
   the light of the society  ◄   نور املجتمع                    

The successful society is Is the one which is covered, and abstaining from haram. Chastity and modesty 
illuminates the society. if everyone is exposed in a society, it affects the people who don’t like it. Society which 
is covered will focus on important points. Everyone and every place has a ستر, a boundary, you cannot do and 
say anything you want. Surah An-Nur is about chastity.  

The beginning and end of the Surah have a connection. The beginning tells us that if we follow the clear ayaat, 
we will get the light. The last two ayaat tell us that those who don’t follow the rules of Allah, will be struck with a 
fitnah, and the severe punishment and wrath of Allah, and will always remain in the darkness.  

The main theme of the surah is about manners and etiquettes. There is a darkness without the ستر, the cover, 
the boundaries of society.  

The heart of the surah, the mission, is ayah 35, the parable 
of the light of Allah. It is not only a matter of rules, there are 
etiquettes too. This light must be your foundation. Some 
scholars say the name of the surah is نور السماوات واألرض.  

Allah is the source of all the light, tangible and intangible. He 
gives His light to the heavens and the earth. The example of 
this light is like a lantern with a glass front, and inside this 
lantern is the lamp. The glass of the lantern is crystal clear, 
like a brilliant star. The fuel of the lamp is the purest olive oil, 
of such high frequency, it glows without any fire. When you 
kindle it with a spark, it will illuminate all the surroundings, 
spread all around, banishing the darkness. It will spread 
evenly and beautifully, not striking the eyes; it is gentle and 
comforting. Imagine the sunrise, with the light spreading 
gradually and gently, changing the darkness of the sky into 
light.  

It was narrated that Jundub bin 'Abdullah 
 :said رضي اهلل عنه

ُكنَّا َمعَ النَِّبيِّ ـ صلى اهلل عليه وسلم ـ َونَْحُن 
ِفتْيَاٌن َحزَاِورَةٌ فَتََعلَّْمنَا اإِليَماَن َقبَْل أَْن نَتََعلََّم 
اْلُقرْآَن ثُمَّ تََعلَّْمنَا اْلُقرْآَن فَازَْدْدنَا ِبِه إِيَمانًا  

We were with the Messenger of Allah صلى 
 ,and we were strong youths ,هللا علیھ وسلم
so we learned faith before we learned 
Qur'an. Then we learned Qur'an and 

our faith increased thereby. 
سنن ابن ماجة ‘ كتاب #1‘ حدیث 64# 

َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض ۚ َمثَُل نُورِِه َكِمْشَكاٍة ِفيَها  اهللَُّ نُوُر السَّ
ِمْصبَاحٌ ۖ امْلِْصبَاحُ ِفي زَُجاَجٍة ۖ الزَُّجاَجُة َكأَنََّها َكوَْكٌب 

ُدرِّيٌّ يُوَقُد ِمن َشَجرٍَة مُّبَارََكٍة زَيْتُونٍَة الَّ َشرِْقيٍَّة واََل َغْرِبيٍَّة 
يََكاُد زَيْتَُها يُِضيُء َوَلوْ َلْم تَْمَسْسُه نَاٌر ۚ نُّوٌر َعَلىٰ نُوٍر ۗ 
يَْهِدي اهللَُّ لِنُورِِه َمن يََشاُء ۚ َويَْضرُِب اهللَُّ اأْلَْمثَاَل لِلنَّاِس ۗ 

َواهللَُّ ِبُكلِّ َشيٍْء َعلِيٌم 
Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. 
The example of His light is like a niche within 
which is a lamp, the lamp is within glass, the 
glass as if it were a pearly [white] star lit from 
[the oil of] a blessed olive tree, neither of the 
east nor of the west, whose oil would almost 

glow even if untouched by fire. Light upon light. 
Allah guides to His light whom He wills. And 
Allah presents examples for the people, and 

Allah is Knowing of all things 
24:35



When Allah brings the faith to your heart, it is gentle and subtle. The disbelievers want to distinguish the light of 
Allah. The place of faith is in the heart. The lantern resembles the heart, it must be brilliant and crystal clear. 
The heart must be cleaned with tawbah and istighfar. The olive oil is the fitrah, your origin. When you put a 
spark to it, which is the knowledge, then the heart will illuminate the whole body.  

Before and after the ayah of nur, there are other topics. This ayah is almost in the center of the surah.  

Nur is something visible not hidden. Everything in deen 
must be clarified. The punishments must also be clear, 
not behind close doors. The wrong which affects so many 
people must be publicly exposed and punished. Adultery 
is corruption, and must be exposed; it is a major crime. If 
it is concealed, it will lead to more corruption. The sin is 
behind close doors, but it must be exposed, otherwise it 
can spread like poison in the society.  

The surah begins very firmly. The sinners must be 
punished publicly, to deter it’s repetition. When someone 
does haram acts secretly, Allah will expose them. 
Everyone must witness the consequences of this haram 
act. This kind of crime, which involves immodesty, must 
not be concealed. This sin has steps, and immodesty 
leads to it. Zina is not sudden.  

When a woman is modest she is a light in the society. As 
soon as she is 

immodest, it is a step-by-step demolition. This is why Allah says don’t do 
anything which will lead to zina.  

The word ٌُسوَرة means a fence. It is derived from the verb ساَر, to go around. 
All the surahs are fenced, with their ayaat describing particular topics. All the 
surahs are connected to each other. All are complete in themselves. Each 
ayah has a goal. If you act upon each ayah, it will elevate you.  

The goal of ayah #1 is ُروَن  means to َذَكَر to remind you. The word ,لََّعلَُّكْم َتَذكَّ
remember something you forgot. The word تذّكَر points to a more intense 
reminder. Someone comes in front of you, and reminds you. One of the goals  
of the surah is to make you remember. How? What makes it a source of 
remembering?          

Allah sent it down 
Made it obligatory  
Revealed in it clear signs  

Strengthen your faith in the surah, and it will give you reminders, which you need to attain the light, so that you 
can glow like a lantern, which gently spreads light around it. The word سورة is indefinite, showing that it is 
magnified.  

Allah revealed it. It was in the heavens, and Allah, in His infinite mercy to His slaves, sent it down. This gives 
honour to the surah. Surah An-Nur also gives us knowledge about Allah. The كالم هللا comes from up, and this 
makes it easier for the people to accept the penalties. People in the so-called advanced societies think of zina 
as freedom, and immodesty as a personal choice. So Allah makes it clear that these are His rules. Allah made 
it obligatory to act upon these rules. All of the surahs are obligatory to act upon, but this surah has been 
specifically highlighted. This is because the society must be protected. You cannot just do whatever you want.  

This surah touches upon so many rules concerning the people. It targets the chastity, which has so much 
influence on society. When the rules of Allah are obeyed, there is so much light in the society and individuals. 
The signs in this surah and clear, which makes it easier to follow them.  

ُسورَةٌ أَنزَْلنَاَها َوفَرَْضنَاَها َوأَنزَْلنَا ِفيَها آيَاٍت بَيِّنَاٍت لََّعلَُّكْم 
رُوَن  تَذَكَّ

[This is] a surah which We have sent down and 
made [that within it] obligatory and revealed 

therein verses of clear evidence that you might 
remember 

الزَّاِنيَُة َوالزَّاِني فَاْجلُِدوا ُكلَّ َواِحٍد مِّنُْهَما ِمائََة َجْلَدٍة ۖ واََل 
تَأُْخذُْكم ِبِهَما رَأْفٌَة ِفي ِديِن اهللَِّ إِن ُكنتُْم تُؤِْمنُوَن ِباهللَِّ َواْليَوْمِ 

اآْلِخِر ۖ َوْليَْشَهْد َعذَابَُهَما طَاِئفٌَة مَِّن امْلُؤِْمِننَي 
The [unmarried] woman or [unmarried] man found 
guilty of sexual intercourse - lash each one of them 
with a hundred lashes, and do not be taken by pity 

for them in the religion of Allah , if you should 
believe in Allah and the Last Day. And let a group of 

the believers witness their punishment 
24:1-2 

واََل تَْقَربُوا الزِّنَا ۖ إِنَُّه َكاَن فَاِحَشًة 
َوَساَء َسِبياًل 

And do not approach 
unlawful sexual intercourse. 

Indeed, it is ever an 
immorality and is evil as a 

way 
سورة اإلسراء  

17:32 

أَنزَْلنَاَها 
 َوفَرَْضنَاَها 

 َوأَنزَْلنَا ِفيَها آيَاٍت بَيِّنَاٍت


