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The ones who know the boundaries and still violate 
them are the transgressors. The People of the 
Book knew the boundaries. But they thought they 
were special, and could do anything they wanted.  

Habeel and Qabeel were first generations sons of 
Aadam علیھ السالم. They were so near to the original 
creation. But this didn't mean they were exempt 
from the covenant and the boundaries.  

The evil son, Qabeel, was deceived into thinking he 
could get away with anything. So he committed the 
heinous crime of murdering his own brother. This 
was not a sudden act, there was a feeling of 
jealousy in his heart. The last straw was when Allah 
accepted the offering of Habeel and ejected that of 
Qabeel. His jealousy was for deen, which is more 
intense. This was the first transgression on earth, 
and it was committed by the direct sons of Aadam 
 the first generation. Jealousy is so ,علیھ السالم
dangerous, it can even lead to murder.  

Killing one person is like killing all mankind, 
because one case can lead to others.  

Allah tells His Messenger صلى هللا علیھ وسلم to narrate 
the story of the two sons of Aadam علیھ السالم. They 
were commanded to give a sacrifice to Allah. At 
that early time, the acceptance of a worship was 
seen tangibly. So a lightening bolt appeared and 
consumed the offering of Habeel, showing that it 
had been accepted.  

The first thought that appeared on the tongue of 
Qabeel was that he threatened to kill his brother, 
and he went ahead with this thought. Look at the 
intensity of his jealousy. The jealousy of the people 
in deen and the seekers of knowledge is more 
severe and intense. This is because shaitan wants 
to demolish them. He is more active in the study circles than anywhere else, because these places are 
beloved to Allah, and are so special.  

The actions of anyone who is doing the work of deen to fulfill his desires will not be accepted. Allah will only 
accept from those who are working purely for His sake. This is completely different from the dunya matters. 
The prerequisite for acceptance is taqwa. The sign of acceptance of your deeds now is that it will open a train 
of more good deeds. Make your motivation the love of Allah.  

َواتُْل َعَليِْهْم نَبَأَ ابْنَيْ آَدَم ِباْلَحقِّ إِذْ َقرَّبَا ُقْربَانًا فَتُُقبَِّل ِمْن أََحِدِهَما َوَلْم 
يُتََقبَّْل ِمَن اآْلَخِر َقاَل أَلَْقتَُلنََّك ۖ َقاَل إِنََّما يَتََقبَُّل اهللَُّ ِمَن امْلُتَِّقنَي 

And recite to them the story of Adam's two sons, in truth, when 
they both offered a sacrifice [to Allah ], and it was accepted from 

one of them but was not accepted from the other. Said [the 
latter], "I will surely kill you." Said [the former], "Indeed, Allah only 

accepts from the righteous [who fear Him] 
َلِئن بََسطَت إَِليَّ يََدَك لِتَْقتَُلِني َما أَنَا ِببَاِسٍط يَِدَي إَِليَْك أِلَْقتَُلَك ۖ إِنِّي أََخاُف 

اهللََّ رَبَّ اْلَعامَلنَِي 
If you should raise your hand against me to kill me - I shall not 
raise my hand against you to kill you. Indeed, I fear Allah , Lord 

of the worlds 
إِنِّي أُِريُد أَن تَبُوَء ِبِإثِْمي َوإِثِْمَك فَتَُكوَن ِمْن أَْصَحاِب النَّاِر ۚ َوذَٰلَِك َجزَاُء 

الظَّامِلنَِي 
Indeed I want you to obtain [thereby] my sin and your sin so you 

will be among the companions of the Fire. And that is the 
recompense of wrongdoers." 

فَطَوََّعْت َلُه نَفُْسُه َقتَْل أَِخيِه فََقتََلُه فَأَْصبَحَ ِمَن اْلَخاِسِريَن 
And his soul permitted to him the murder of his brother, so he 

killed him and became among the losers 
فَبََعَث اهللَُّ ُغرَابًا يَبَْحُث ِفي اأْلَرِْض لِيُِريَُه َكيَْف يُوَاِري َسوَْءةَ أَِخيِه ۚ َقاَل يَا 
ذَا اْلُغرَاِب فَأَُواِرَي َسوَْءةَ أَِخي ۖ فَأَْصبَحَ ِمَن  َويَْلتَا أََعَجزُْت أَْن أَُكوَن ِمثَْل هَٰ

النَّاِدِمنَي 
Then Allah sent a crow searching in the ground to show him how 
to hide the disgrace of his brother. He said, "O woe to me! Have I 
failed to be like this crow and hide the body of my brother?" And 

he became of the regretful 
ِمْن أَْجِل ذَٰلَِك َكتَبْنَا َعَلىٰ بَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل أَنَُّه َمن َقتََل نَفًْسا ِبَغيِْر نَفٍْس أَْو 

فََساٍد ِفي اأْلَرِْض فََكأَنََّما َقتََل النَّاَس َجِميًعا َوَمْن أَْحيَاَها فََكأَنََّما أَْحيَا النَّاَس 
َجِميًعا ۚ َوَلَقْد َجاَءتُْهْم رُُسُلنَا ِباْلبَيِّنَاِت ثُمَّ إِنَّ َكِثيرًا مِّنُْهم بَْعَد ذَٰلَِك ِفي اأْلَرِْض 

مَلُْسرِفُوَن 
Because of that, We decreed upon the Children of Israel that 

whoever kills a soul unless for a soul or for corruption [done] in 
the land - it is as if he had slain mankind entirely. And whoever 
saves one - it is as if he had saved mankind entirely. And our 

messengers had certainly come to them with clear proofs. Then 
indeed many of them, [even] after that, throughout the land, were 

transgressors 
إِنََّما َجزَاُء الَِّذيَن يَُحاِربُوَن اهللََّ َورَُسوَلُه َويَْسَعوَْن ِفي اأْلَرِْض فََساًدا أَن 

يَُقتَُّلوا أَْو يَُصلَّبُوا أَْو تَُقطَّعَ أَيِْديِهْم َوأَرُْجُلُهم مِّْن ِخاَلٍف أَْو يُنفَوْا ِمَن اأْلَرِْض ۚ 
ذَٰلَِك َلُهْم ِخزٌْي ِفي الدُّنْيَا ۖ َوَلُهْم ِفي اآْلِخرَِة َعذَاٌب َعِظيٌم 

Indeed, the penalty for those who wage war against Allah and 
His Messenger and strive upon earth [to cause] corruption is 

none but that they be killed or crucified or that their hands and 
feet be cut off from opposite sides or that they be exiled from the 
land. That is for them a disgrace in this world; and for them in the 

Hereafter is a great punishment 
إاِلَّ الَِّذيَن تَابُوا ِمن َقبِْل أَن تَْقِدُروا َعَليِْهْم ۖ فَاْعَلُموا أَنَّ اهللََّ َغفُوٌر رَِّحيٌم 

Except for those who return [repenting] before you apprehend 
them. And know that Allah is Forgiving and Merciful 

5:27-34



Habeel didn’t let the situation be, he adviced  his brother, saying that he would carry the weight of his deeds 
and his own sins if he harmed him. Qabeel was the first murderer in history, and he will carry the sins of all the 
murderers until the Day of Judgement. The nafs of Qabeel made it easy for him to kill. Once he had killed his 
brother, he was consumed with regret. This began with such a noble deed, the sacrifice, and ended with 
murder.  

You must fulfill the covenant with taqwa, in the best manner that you can. Bit Qabeel gave the worst sacrifice 
with the worst heart. The jealousy lurked in his heart, and Allah knew it. Allah exposed the hidden evil with the 
sacrifice. A good deed can expose an evil heart. This is the same as the way Iblees was exposed too. Allah 
brings our the hidden mysteries of the heart in ways you cannot imagine. He is اللطیف, the Most Subtle. 
Someone who is up goes down, and someone who is down goes up.  

Now the body had to be disposed of. This situation taught all mankind how to deal with the dead. So a crow 
appeared, a very intelligent bird, with a sombre demeanor. The word crow in Arabic is غراب, which is derived 
from the verb َغَرَب, to be strange. The one who kills with jealousy is a stranger. The crow is no ordinary bird. It 
has rules which govern its society. The crows are very united, they will share whatever food they find with their 
kind. They also mourn their dead. This crow dug a hole with its beak and hid a dead crow in it, covering it with 
dirt. The first teacher on earth was the crow.  


