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The stories of the 
Qura’an are given to 
bring clarity and 
emphasize the main 
theme of the surah. 
They are practical 
examples of the 
concepts.  

The stories in this 
surah all emphasize 

the covenant. There 
are people who didn't fulfill the covenant, they betrayed it directly. As a 
punishment, Allah hardened their hearts. Another way of betraying the 
covenant is by ascribing purity to themselves, making themselves 
special. An example of pride and arrogance is the story of Habeel and 
Qabeel.  

From all these examples, one story stands out as the maximum 
betrayal. The Bani Israeel didn’t have anything, no homes, no country; 
they were leading a nomadic life. Allah offered them a land which was 
alesdy established, the best land. They had to fulfill only one condition, 
enter this country, that’s all. This was their covenant. Allah gave them a 
promise before they entered that this land was for them, as long as they 
entered it. But they didn’t enter. What prevented them? Their logic and 
intelligence. They believed in their reasoning more than the promise of 
Allah. So they objected that the inhabitants of this land, Palestine, were 
tyrannical giants, and they didn’t want to fight them.  

By their action, something that was exclusively for them became haram 
upon them for 40 years. This was the amount of time needed to change 
their thinking. The older generation would die out in 40 years, and the 
younger peole would be willing to enter Palestine. This is what 
happened later in history.  

Musa علیھ السالم introduced the land to them by reminding them if the 
favours of Allah upon them. You must bring out the gratitude from the 
hearts of people before the covenant. The job of the messenger was to 
initiate the shukr.  

When the Bani Israeel were disobedient, this does not mean that Musa 
 was unsuccessful. He took all the means to guide them. You علیھ السالم
will find messengers whom no one followed, but this does not make 
them failures.  

Musa علیھ السالم reminded them of specific blessings which Allah 
bestowed upon them. He reminded them that Allah sent messengers to 
them, so that they would not be left in ignorance. Allah made them free, 
when before they were slaves of the Egyptians. They were given 
privileges which no one in their time were given. The goal of Musa علیھ 
 was to generate the shukr in them, so that they would follow the السالم
commands, and be firm upon the covenant. He told them about the 
special place allah had chosen for them, and also warned them not to 
turn back, or they would be the losers.  

The command was ادخلوا, enter. Don’t look around,or you will hesitate. 
The strength comes when you look only at Allah, not left or right. If you believe in the promises of Allah, He will 
fulfill it. Deny your eyes, and enter. This is a sacred place, so don’t make conditions to enter it. Musa علیھ السالم 

َوإِذْ َقاَل ُموَسىٰ لَِقوِْمِه يَا َقوْمِ اذُْكرُوا ِنْعَمَة اهللَِّ 
َعَليُْكْم إِذْ َجَعَل ِفيُكْم أَنِبيَاَء َوَجَعَلُكم مُُّلوًكا 

َوآتَاُكم مَّا َلْم يُؤِْت أََحًدا مَِّن اْلَعامَلنَِي 
And [mention, O Muhammad], when 

Moses said to his people, "O my 
people, remember the favor of Allah 

upon you when He appointed among 
you prophets and made you 

possessors and gave you that which 
He had not given anyone among the 

worlds 
يَا َقوْمِ اْدُخُلوا اأْلَرَْض امْلَُقدََّسَة الَِّتي َكتََب اهللَُّ 
َلُكْم واََل تَرْتَدُّوا َعَلىٰ أَْدبَارُِكْم فَتَنَقلِبُوا َخاِسِريَن 

O my people, enter the Holy Land 
which Allah has assigned to you and do 

not turn back [from fighting in Allah 's 
cause] and [thus] become losers." 

َقاُلوا يَا ُموَسىٰ إِنَّ ِفيَها َقوًْما َجبَّاِريَن َوإِنَّا 
َلن نَّْدُخَلَها َحتَّىٰ يَْخرُُجوا ِمنَْها فَِإن يَْخرُُجوا 

ِمنَْها فَِإنَّا َداِخُلوَن 
They said, "O Moses, indeed within it is 

a people of tyrannical strength, and 
indeed, we will never enter it until they 
leave it; but if they leave it, then we will 

enter." 
َقاَل رَُجاَلِن ِمَن الَِّذيَن يََخافُوَن أَنَْعَم اهللَُّ َعَليِْهَما 

اْدُخُلوا َعَليِْهُم اْلبَاَب فَِإذَا َدَخْلتُُموهُ فَِإنَُّكْم 
ُلوا إِن ُكنتُم مُّؤِْمِننَي  َغالِبُوَن ۚ َوَعَلى اهللَِّ فَتَوَكَّ
Said two men from those who feared 

[to disobey] upon whom Allah had 
bestowed favor, "Enter upon them 

through the gate, for when you have 
entered it, you will be predominant. And 

upon Allah rely, if you should be 
believers." 

َقاُلوا يَا ُموَسىٰ إِنَّا َلن نَّْدُخَلَها أَبًَدا مَّا َداُموا 
ِفيَها ۖ فَاذَْهْب أَنَت َوَربَُّك فََقاِتاَل إِنَّا َهاُهنَا 

َقاِعُدوَن 
They said, "O Moses, indeed we will 
not enter it, ever, as long as they are 

within it; so go, you and your Lord, and 
fight. Indeed, we are remaining right 

here." 
َقاَل رَبِّ إِنِّي اَل أَْملُِك إاِلَّ نَفِْسي َوأَِخي ۖ فَافُْرقْ 

بَيْنَنَا َوبنَْيَ اْلَقوْمِ اْلفَاِسِقنَي 
[Moses] said, "My Lord, indeed I do not 
possess except myself and my brother, 

so part us from the defiantly 
disobedient people." 

َقاَل فَِإنََّها ُمَحرََّمٌة َعَليِْهْم ۛ أَْربَِعنَي َسنًَة ۛ 
يَِتيُهوَن ِفي اأْلَرِْض ۚ فاََل تَأَْس َعَلى اْلَقوْمِ 

اْلفَاِسِقنَي 
[ Allah ] said, "Then indeed, it is 

forbidden to them for forty years [in 
which] they will wander throughout the 

land. So do not grieve over the 
defiantly disobedient people." 
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was firm on the truth, and this is not easy. He was guided to speak the truth in difficult times. This is great 
courage.  

 was from their own tribe, but they still علیھ السالم Enter, and this will release you from all the struggle. Musa .ادخلوا
rejected him. They became even more rebellious, and said they would wait while Musa علیھ السالم went with 
Allah to fight the tribe of giants living in Palestine then. So Musa علیھ السالم made du’a. No one was listening to 
him. He could have entered with the two men who stood for then truth against the multitude of the Bani Israeel, 
but he invoked allah, and said he didn’t have authority over anyone else but himself and Harun علیھ السالم. So 
Allah announced their punishment. They had deprived themselves of the best land for 40 years; they roamed 
the wilderness, and couldn’t settle.


