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The word عقود is 
derived from the 
verb َعَقَد, to tie a 
knot.  

The word میثاق is 
repeated in ayaat 
12-14. This is 
derived from the 
verb َوَثَق, to fasten 

securely, to handcuff 
a criminal, and force him to do something. This is a stronger word than 
  .عقد

The word میثاق is used for the Bani Israeel. They were forced to fulfill 
the covenant, they were not given a choice. This is how Allah dealt with 
them. عقد is used for a contract for work or marriage, while میثاق is used 
for official agreements which must be completed.  

The میثاق was for the Bani Israeel, the group of people who opposed 
Musa علیھ السالم or Eisa علیھ السالم. They were the category of people who 
didn't fulfill the covenant. There are evil consequences of their failure.  

The prerequisite for fulfilling the covenant is purification and justice and 
taqwa. We are given examples of people who failed to fulfill their 
covenants, and the consequences of their failure. The Qura’an is for 
the believers, so we must know the consequences, so that we respect 
the covenant, and fulfill it with a good heart and gratitude. Don’t take 
the laws and even a small contract lightly. Focus on them and try your 
best.  

The covenant for the Bani Israeel was a very heavy one, presented 
with a lot of confirmation. Because of their attitude in the past, they had 
to be tied and forced. Allah is the All-Knower, that they were suited for 
this kind of forced contract.  

There were 12 tribes of the Bani Israeel; they all had one covenant, but 
they were assigned one leader from each tribe. This leader would keep 
a check on his group for any violations. This was because of the 
stubborn nature of the Bani Israeel. It was not an easy task, so Allah 
gave these leaders support.  

Allah is teaching us how to streamline the society. If there is a contract 
and you are in charge for the sign to anyone you answer to the head. 
Hate your support. I love gives head and eight according to what your 
face in life 

There were five things mentioned in the covenant. 
1. Establish the prayer 
2. Give zakat.  
3. Believe in the messengers of Allah. This was a problem with the Bani 
Israeel, they rejected the messengers, and even killed them.  
4. Respect the messengers, give them support, don’t mock them.  
5. Give a goodly loan to Allah. This was giving extra money, because their weakness was their money. So they 
were given this covenant in addition to this the card. This could lead on would be removed would be given 
back to them. 

َوَلَقْد أََخذَ اهللَُّ ِميثَاقَ بَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل َوبََعثْنَا 
ِمنُْهُم اثْنَيْ َعَشَر نَِقيبًا ۖ َوَقاَل اهللَُّ إِنِّي َمَعُكْم 
اَلةَ َوآتَيْتُُم الزََّكاةَ َوآَمنتُم  ۖ َلِئْن أََقْمتُُم الصَّ
ِبرُُسلِي َوَعزَّرْتُُموُهْم َوأَْقرَْضتُُم اهللََّ َقرًْضا 
َُكفَِّرنَّ َعنُكْم َسيِّئَاِتُكْم وأََلُْدِخَلنَُّكْم  َحَسنًا ألَّ
َجنَّاٍت تَْجِري ِمن تَْحِتَها اأْلَنَْهاُر ۚ فََمن َكفََر 

ِبيِل  بَْعَد ذَٰلَِك ِمنُكْم فََقْد َضلَّ َسوَاَء السَّ
And Allah had already taken a 

covenant from the Children of Israel, 
and We delegated from among them 
twelve leaders. And Allah said, "I am 
with you. If you establish prayer and 

give zakah and believe in My 
messengers and support them and 

loan Allah a goodly loan, I will surely 
remove from you your misdeeds and 
admit you to gardens beneath which 

rivers flow. But whoever of you 
disbelieves after that has certainly 
strayed from the soundness of the 

way." 
فَِبَما نَْقِضِهم مِّيثَاَقُهْم َلَعنَّاُهْم َوَجَعْلنَا 

ُقُلوبَُهْم َقاِسيًَة ۖ يَُحرِّفُوَن اْلَكلَِم َعن مَّوَاِضِعِه 
رُوا ِبِه ۚ واََل تَزَاُل تَطَّلِعُ  ا ذُكِّ ۙ َونَُسوا َحظًّا مِّمَّ
َعَلىٰ َخاِئنٍَة مِّنُْهْم إاِلَّ َقلِياًل مِّنُْهْم ۖ فَاْعُف 
َعنُْهْم َواْصفَحْ ۚ إِنَّ اهللََّ يُِحبُّ امْلُْحِسِننَي 

So for their breaking of the covenant 
We cursed them and made their 

hearts hard. They distort words from 
their [proper] usages and have 

forgotten a portion of that of which 
they were reminded. And you will 
still observe deceit among them, 
except a few of them. But pardon 

them and overlook [their misdeeds]. 
Indeed, Allah loves the doers of 

good 
َوِمَن الَِّذيَن َقاُلوا إِنَّا نََصاَرٰى أََخذْنَا 

رُوا ِبِه فَأَْغَريْنَا  ا ذُكِّ ِميثَاَقُهْم فَنَُسوا َحظًّا مِّمَّ
بَيْنَُهُم اْلَعَداَوةَ َواْلبَْغَضاَء إَِلىٰ يَوْمِ اْلِقيَاَمِة ۚ 

َوَسوَْف يُنَبِّئُُهُم اهللَُّ ِبَما َكانُوا يَْصنَُعوَن 
And from those who say, "We are 

Christians" We took their covenant; 
but they forgot a portion of that of 
which they were reminded. So We 
caused among them animosity and 

hatred until the Day of Resurrection. 
And Allah is going to inform them 

about what they used to do 
5:12-14



The reward for fulfillment of the covenant is Jannah, and forgiveness from the major and minor sins. Anyone 
who didn’t fulfill the covenant, would be misguided from the straight path. He will see the truth, but will  
intentionally be lost. Disbelief in the covenant will make a person lost. He will do this to himself. He will make 
mistake upon mistake, even though he can see the way. Look what the Bani Israeel did, they betrayed the 
covenant. Don’t underestimate any covenant in life, even if it is on the road such as a red light. Fulfill this 
covenant, even if the road is clear, and there is no radar or police.  

There are 5 evil consequences of failure to fulfill the covenant.  
1. They will be out of the mercy of Allah. Is it worth breaking the covenant? 
2. Their hearts will be hardened. They will listen to the good but they will not be affected by it. Their hearts will 
be dead because they broke the covenant. 
3. They will be tested and we change the words of a laugh. Even miss interpret the diet, change their 
meanings, use them in the wrong context context. 
4. They will forget a portion of their knowledge. People forget the guidance and acting upon it is. 
5. They will remain on constant betrayal. They will break all the covenants. They won’t be able to help 
themselves. 

The one breaking the covenant will get the recompose according to the intensity of their failure. All except a 
small group Bani Israeel remained steadfast. How should they betrayers be dealt with? Allah tells His 
Messenger صلى هللا علیھ وسلم  to pardon them. This will not benefit them, because Allah will punish them by 
cursing them, and hardening their hearts. This is the worst punishment; they will never change. Even if you 
punish them, they will not change. So just leave them. This is not easy. But what Allah says next is a great 
motivation. Allah loves the good doers. This is ihsan, very difficult. Ihsan is a very high level and not easy. It is 
contrary to what you want to do. This is why it carries such a great reward.  

The Nasara were the supporters of Eisa علیھ السالم. They praised themselves a lot. They jumped out of one hole 
and into another, by idolizing Eisa علیھ السالم. They ascribed purity to themselves, and this is also a betrayal of 
the covenant. They did not face as severe consequences as the Bani Israeel. They showed themselves as 
right, so they will be punish forgetting a portion of their knowledge and its application. They had this fortune, 
but they were made to forget it. Then there will be an assigned enmity between them. So all the Nasara  
oppose each other. The main reason to break the covenant was by assigning purity to themselves. They were 
supporters that fought each other, and because of breaking the covenant, they hate each other. We see this 
nowadays with the different sects of the Christians.  


