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سورة التوبة  

Surah At-Tawbah has 7 names. 
The command for repentance  
It begins with declaring dissociation 
It frees the person from hypocrisy and  shirk; as if there were clouds which were removed so that you can see 
clearly.  
Exposing the hypocrites so that they may repent  
Their abundant sins are revealed  
It probes the hearts of the hypocrites  
Destruction; it is the means of destroying the polytheists 

Virtues of the surah   
It is one of the 7 longest 
surahs of the Qura’an.  

🔲  The main theme of the 
surah is to dissociate with 
the polytheists, and to 
reiterate that the door of 
repentance is always open.  
The surah has strict and 
intense ayaat to make the 
people repent quickly and 
not delay their tawbah. 
The feeling of repentance 
is as if the heart feels 
shattered, and yearns to 
return to Allah.  

It begins with very strong words, dissociating with the polytheists and to fight with those who turn away.  
The end is also very strong, dissociating from the polytheists and those who turn away, and seeking the help 
of Allah. this gives security. 

Highlights  

🔴  Relationship between the believers and disbelievers :  
Free your heart from them 



Fulfill the covenant  
Call them to the truth  
Make them feel safe 
Don’t fight with those who 
submit 
Fight those who are 
stubborn and show their 
enmity 

🔴  The importance of jihad for 
the sake of Allah. This must 
be under the authority of the 
rulers. It cannot be an 
individual decision. Allah 
encourages jihad carried out 
with all the rules, and warns 
those who are hesitant.  

🔴  Prohibition of hypocrisy and 
the hypocrites. They are the worst of people, because 
they look lie believers, but hide their evil intentions in 
their hearts. You are deceived by their appearance, so you open the door for them, and they will destroy the 
Islamic society from within.  

🔴  The tawbah is not only for a certain group of people, it is for everyone. There 
are different kinds of tawbah.  

Repentance of those polytheists who fight.  
• Allah opens the door for them to repent. Allah calls the enemy a brother of 

the believers after he repents and reforms  5,10 
• Allah will remove any grudge from their hearts  15 
• Those believers who are not motivated to go to battle need to repent, because 

their attitude will discourage others. They hold the dunya as more beloved to  
them than Allah and the Messenger صلى هللا علیھ وسلم , so they didn’t  
participate   24, 27 
• When you don’t rely on Allah, you must repent, as this is a sin  27 
• There should be no hesitation in deen, this also needs repentance. This can 

happen when there is fear. So they mix their good deeds with sins  102  
• There is tawbah even for the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم and the believers. They went to the battle of 

Tabuk with a lot of difficulties. This battle was with the Romans, it was very far, and hot. So there was some 
inclination not to go into battle. So Allah made them repent  117 

• Repentance for the three believers who stayed behind without any valid excuse  118 

This shows us that everyone needs tawbah. It is mentioned 17 times in the surah, with different derivatives. 
This surah has dual action. It is very tough and difficult, yet it pushes us to the door of tawbah.  


