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In Surah Ar-Ra’ad, Allah gathers between opposites. The sound of 
the thunder has two opposite aspects. It gives rise to fear because of 
its loud sound, and it brings glad tidings of impending rain, which 
is so much goodness.  

The fearful sound of thunder is actually 
the sound of the angels making tasbeeh 
of Allah. So the thunder is a symbol of 
opposites.  

The main theme of the surah is the power of the truth, and the weakness of the falsehood. The truth is very 
strong, although it appears weak. The falsehood may look appealing, but it is corrupting.  

The sound of the thunder is irritating and fearsome, but it is the sound of submission. The angels make tasbeeh 
for fears of the majesty of Allah. Allah sends the thunderbolt, and it hits whoever He wills. This creation is 
strong and fearful on the outside, and soft and submissive inside.  

The beginning of the surah tells us that most people don’t believe even though there is thunder. The Qura’an is 
present, but they reject it. The end of the surah tells us that the people don’t believe in the messengers and the  
truth, even though it is clear and strong, like the thunder.  



Topics of the Surah  
▫ 1-4  The reality of the Qura’an and that it is proof of the ability of Allah. 
▫ 5-7   The rejection of the polytheists of the concept of resurrection.  
▫ 8-16  The knowledge of Allah and His ability encompasses everything.  
▫ 17   Evidence of the truth and falsehood. The falsehood will go away, and what is beneficial will remain.  
▫ 18-25  The characteristics of the believers and disbelievers, and their recompense. 
▫ 26-28  Provisions and guidance is from Allah.  
▫ 29-30  The end of the believers, the mission of the messenger and the Qura’an.  
▫ 31-34  Rejection of the disbelievers.  
▫ 35-37  The description of jannah, the recompense of the believers and disbelievers, and a warning for the 
Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم.  
▫ 38-39  Some truths about the messenger, and the abrogation of some ayaat.  
▫ 40-43  The firmness of the heart of the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم.  

Highlights of the Surah  

▫ The truth is strong and firm, event if no 
one can see it. The falsehood is weak, even 
if it appears attractive.  

▫ Falsehood takes different forms, such as 
sins, transgression, lies, tyranny. It looks 
strong, and is very apparent. But the truth 
is like the thunder. 

▫ The whole universe prostrates to Allah.  

▫ The thing which makes the heart at rest 
is the remembrance of Allah.  

▫ Sins remove the blessings. So we must ask Allah for forgiveness and obey Him.


