
 
The sunrise is a new beginning, the end of the night, and the beginning 
of a new day. Allah swore by a very important time, the first ten days of 
Dhul Hijjah, the end of one year, and the beginning of a new year.  

Surah Al-Fajr is a Makkan surah, increasing and renewing the faith. It 
is positioned in the last part of the mushaf, which is the cream of the 
Qura’an.  

The dawn banishes the darkness of the night, with an explosion of light 
in the utter darkness. All the goodness comes with the light. It is a glad 
tiding of light in the darkness.  

The surah begins with oaths on four creations.  

🔸 The time of fajr is very important. It 
is the beginning of the end of the 
darkness, and all the goodness. This is a 
very critical time, of the transition of 
the night into day.  

🔸 The next oath is by the last ten 
nights of Ramadan, and the first ten 
days of Dhul Hijjah. These are all 
blessed days and nights. The days of 
Dhul Hijjah are specially magnified 
because they contain forms of worship 
not found at any other time, the Hajj. 
The deeds performed in these ten days 
are most beloved to Allah. The Hajj is the last pillar of Islam. The day of 
Arafah is the 9th of Dhul Hijjah.  

🔸  Allah also swears by the odd and even. All creation is pairs, even, while Allah Alone is One, odd. Another 
explanation given is that the even refers to the 10th of Dhul Hijjah, while the odd refers to the day of Arafah, 
the 9th of Dhul Hijjah. These are the two best days of the year. Fajr is the dawn of the day of Eid, Allah swore 
by all the important days.  

🔸 Allah also swears by the night when it comes, covering everything in darkness. this is the time of rest for the 
people. There is a mercy and wisdom in this. There is an explosion of light, dispelling the darkness, be it the 
darkness of the night, or the darkness of the misguidance. there is always dawn after night. the darkness is 
removed step by step. The darkness of transgression and mischief is covered by the darkness. but there is 
always a new start, the end of darkness.  

The whole year is darkness, and the first ten days of the last month is a new beginning. This cannot happen 
without an explosion, the sacrifice, on the 10th. When you slaughter all the 

transgression, the soul will be tranquil. When you experience the darkness, 
you will appreciate the light.  

These oaths are a sign for those who have intelligence like a stone wall. This 
keeps them stable. Their intellect is like a fortress, which helps him to 
abandon the transgressions and desires. These are the ones for whom the 
oaths make sense.  

Allah tells us the stories of three previous nations who spread mischief, and 
Allah stopped them. They exceeded their boundaries, and Allah dealt with their darkness, by bringing the 
dawn, with a.m. explosion. When Allah displays the examples, this is nurturing.  

A’ad was a town in Yemen, where a tribe called Iram lived, who were very strong and powerful. Their houses 
were raised on high pillars. They used their strength and power for transgression. They thought no one could 
stop them. They were deceived by their power, and didn’t use it in the right way. They were so strong and 
powerful, Allah says there have never been a nation similar to them.  
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َهْل ِفي ذَٰلَِك َقَسٌم لِِّذي ِحْجٍر 
Is there [not] in [all] that an 
oath [sufficient] for one of 

perception?
89:5

َواْلفَْجِر 
By the dawn
َوَليَاٍل َعْشٍر 

And [by] ten nights
فْعِ َواْلوَتِْر  َوالشَّ

And [by] the even 
[number] and the odd

َواللَّيِْل إِذَا يَْسِر 
And [by] the night when it 

passes
 89:1-4



The next example is of Thamud, who were so strong 
and powerful, their homes were hewn into rock cliffs. 
They also brought slabs of rock from the mountains 
into the valley. This shows their extreme strength.  

The third example Allah presents is that of Firawn. He 
was a very powerful leader, of a nation with very 
advanced power, that of the construction of the 
pyramids. He held complete control over his nation, 
they obeyed whatever he said. Allah describes him as 
very stable, having roots. His kingdom was so stable, 
as if it was nailed into the ground. He had a very 
powerful army, so established, like pegs holding a tent.  

Each one of these nations are described by their 
intense strength and power. They were physically and 
mentally strong and had amazingly advanced 
technology. But all of them exceeded their boundaries. 
Their transgression was the common factor among 
them. They harmed the people, and spread mischief 
on earth. They were corrupt in all aspects.  
  
Two concepts are highlighted in the Surah, the طغیان, 
their transgression, and the فساد, their corruption.  

Some Values and 
Purification from 

Surah Al-Fajr  

The meaning of طغیان in 
the Arabic language is 
rebellion, exceeding the 
boundaries in sinning.  

In religious terms, it also 
means transgression. 

Imagine a sign which says 
do not enter, but you enter anyway. This is طغیان. 
It also means exceeding the boundaries by 
worshipping someone rather than Allah.  

Those who transgress are numb and blind to 
their corruption. Someone who transgresses 
with people will surely transgress with Allah.  

If someone transgresses after the signs are 
apparent, they will be in misguidance.  
 

أََلْم تََر َكيَْف فََعَل َربَُّك ِبَعاٍد 
Have you not considered how your Lord dealt with 

'Aad 
إِرََم ذَاِت اْلِعَماِد 

[With] Iram - who had lofty pillars
الَِّتي َلْم يُْخَلقْ ِمثُْلَها ِفي اْلِباَلِد 

The likes of whom had never been created in the 
land?

ْخَر ِباْلوَاِد  َوثَُموَد الَِّذيَن َجابُوا الصَّ
And [with] Thamud, who carved out the rocks in 

the valley?
َوِفرَْعوَْن ِذي اأْلَْوتَاِد 

And [with] Pharaoh, owner of the stakes? 
الَِّذيَن طََغوْا ِفي اْلِباَلِد 

[All of] whom oppressed within the lands
فَأَْكثَرُوا ِفيَها اْلفََساَد 

And increased therein the corruption
فََصبَّ َعَليِْهْم َربَُّك َسوَْط َعذَاٍب 

So your Lord poured upon them a scourge of 
punishment

إِنَّ َربََّك َلِبامْلِرَْصاِد 
Indeed, your Lord is in observation

89:6-14

َوإِذَا ِقيَل َلُهْم آِمنُوا َكَما آَمَن النَّاُس َقاُلوا 
فََهاُء ۗ أاََل إِنَُّهْم ُهُم  أَنُؤِْمُن َكَما آَمَن السُّ

فََهاُء َولَِٰكن الَّ يَْعَلُموَن  السُّ
And when it is said to them, 
"Believe as the people have 

believed," they say, "Should we 
believe as the foolish have 

believed?" Unquestionably, it is 
they who are the foolish, but they 

know [it] not
َوإِذَا َلُقوا الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا َقاُلوا آَمنَّا َوإِذَا 
َخَلوْا إَِلىٰ َشيَاِطيِنِهْم َقاُلوا إِنَّا َمَعُكْم 

إِنََّما نَْحُن ُمْستَْهزِئُوَن 
And when they meet those who 

believe, they say, "We believe"; but 
when they are alone with their evil 

ones, they say, "Indeed, we are 
with you; we were only mockers."

اهللَُّ يَْستَْهِزئُ ِبِهْم َويَُمدُُّهْم ِفي طُْغيَاِنِهْم 
يَْعَمُهوَن 

[But] Allah mocks them and 
prolongs them in their 

transgression [while] they wander 
blindly

سورة البقرة  
2:13-15

أََوَلْم يَنظُرُوا ِفي َمَلُكوِت 
َماَواِت َواأْلَرِْض َوَما َخَلقَ اهللَُّ  السَّ
ِمن َشيٍْء َوأَْن َعَسىٰ أَن يَُكوَن َقِد 
اْقتَرََب أََجُلُهْم ۖ فَِبأَيِّ َحِديٍث بَْعَدهُ 

يُؤِْمنُوَن 
Do they not look into the 
realm of the heavens and 

the earth and everything that 
Allah has created and [think] 
that perhaps their appointed 
time has come near? So in 

what statement hereafter will 
they believe?

َمن يُْضلِِل اهللَُّ فاََل َهاِدَي َلُه ۚ 
َويَذَرُُهْم ِفي طُْغيَاِنِهْم يَْعَمُهوَن 
Whoever Allah sends astray 
- there is no guide for him. 

And He leaves them in their 
transgression, wandering 

blindly
سورة األعراف  

7:185-186 



Some of the Harms of Transgression  

1. It is one of the characteristics of disbelievers and hypocrites.  
2. The anger of Allah is justified for them. Generally a rebellious person is disliked.  
3. The followers of the transgression will be held accountable on the Day of Judgement.  
4. It is corruption for society and destruction for the nations. 
5. The transgressors will be losers in dunya and akhirah.  
6. Transgression in knowledge leads to arrogance and pride, and other sicknesses of the heart. 
7. Transgression in wealth will result in the person being busy with acquiring wealth. 
8. There is no goodness in transgression.  


