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عشرة أسباب لتخلف العمل عن العلم 
10 Means which Prevent the 
Application of  Knowledge 

The knowledge must be applied if you want to 
benefit from it. You must not exceed the 
boundaries with knowledge.  

The way to remain within the boundaries is to 
apply what you learn. This will keep you busy 
and humble. Learning without applying will  

make you arrogant and proud, thus transgressing.  

❶ There is a weakness in the information of the person, so that he is 
unaware of the fact that applying the knowledge will benefit him, and is 
a source of happiness for him. His lack of application is ignorance. This 
is why the da’ee must not focus only 
on teaching, but nurturing also. 

❷ The person is not worthy of the 
knowledge, so it is not being 
absorbed by him. Allah is the One 
who decides the suitability of the 

people.  

If the knowledge goes to a good heart, it is absorbed and brings forth 
actions. It is like the rain which, if it falls upon fertile soil, will be 
absorbed, and the growth will become apparent. On the other hand, if the rain falls on rocky ground, it will not 
be absorbed, and there will be no growth.  

The heart which will not benefit from the knowledge is the one which is not purified, and does not accept the 
nurturing and reform. The hard heart will not apply the knowledge. Also when the heart is lazy and sick, it will 

not apply the knowledge. Knowledge needs a healthy heart.  

❸ The heart with jealousy and arrogance will not apply the knowledge. 
These are two great obstacles which prevent the heart from absorbing 
and applying the knowledge.  

These two actions of the heart are what prevented Iblees, the Yahud, 
Abu Jahl, Abdullah ibn Salul, and countless others from submitting to 
Allah. Hasad eats the person from 
inside, and kibr burns him.  

❹ A position of power and 
authority can also prevent a person 

from applying the truth. Heraclius, the king of the Greece at the time of 
the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم didn't accept islam because of his 
position. Firawn was also in the same position. He recognised the truth, 
and he discussed it with Haman, his minister, who adviced him that he 
should not become a slave to another god, when he himself was being 
worshipped as a god by his people. He chose power and position instead 



of the truth.  

❺ Desires and wealth can also prevent the person from applying the 
knowledge. There were many people from the Quraysh who wanted to 
submit, but they didn’t because Islam forbade alcohol, which they 
desired, and interest, which was a source of wealth. There were other 
concepts of deen which went against their inclinations too.  

❻ Another deterrent was 
love for their families and 
tribes. They were afraid they 
would be shunned and not 

accepted by their loved ones if they followed the truth and applied 
it.  

We go through this challenge many times, when we don’t apply 
some knowledge because we are afraid of being rejected by our 
families. This is an outer obstacle, and an illusion, placed in your 
mind from the shaitan.  

❼ Patriotism and 
nationalism can also be barriers from accepting the truth and acting 
upon it. You are afraid of being an outsider among your own 
countrymen, by being different. This is also a deception from the 
shaitan. If you listen to his suggestions you will be deprived of 
goodness.  

❽ The thought that 
following the Messenger 
of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم 
would be an insult to 
their forefathers is an 

obstacle to following the 
truth, and an illusion. Don’t let outer stimuli become barriers 

between you and the truth.  

❾ The person will see who 
is following the Sunnah, and 
then decide whether he should or not. You must follow the truth when 
you are convinced, don’t wait for others to decide your obedience. 
Sometimes you may have a friend who s an enemy of Islam, and this 
will obstruct you from the truth. People also judge the religion by its 
followers, so they will criticize the Muslims abd say they don’t want to 
emulate them. A Muslim may 
also malign a fellow Muslim 
who practices the deen.  

❿ Habits and culture also create 
barriers. A person may be taught a certain way of praying, which is 
according to his culture, but when he finds out the truth, he doesn’t 
want to give up the way he is used to. You must develop yourself and 
go forward.  


