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10 Stages of 
Guidance 

There are ten 
levels of 
guidance. The 
first three 

stages are only 
for the messengers, because they needed special guidance to be strong and 
firm and assertive.  

❶  The messengers and prophets were on a 
higher level than the others, because they had 
been delegated the task to guide others. So their 
guidance was also different.  

The top level of guidance is when Allah spoke 
directly to His slave, while he was awake, without 
any mediators. Allah spoke to Musa علیھ السالم in 
this way twice. There is a difference between 

direct conversation and from behind a barrier. Musa علیھ السالم had to deal with 
the Bani Israeel, a very tough nation to handle. So he needed very specific guidance.  

❷ The revelation or wahi was also a level of guidance which was reserved for the 
messengers and prophets. This is a subtle and quick mode of communication, 

unlike speaking, although it can be classified as a way of 
speaking.  

❸ Allah sent an angel messenger to a human messenger. 
Jibreel came with the message, and delivered it to them. 
Other angles also carried the message. The angels came in 
their original form as well as in human form.  

❹ When a person wishes something would happen, and 
it does; what he estimates is right. This not to make 

predictions.  

An example of this is Umar ibn 
Al-Khattab رضي هللا عنھ. Whatever 
he wished regarding deen 
happened. He wanted the wives of the Messenger of Allah 
 to cover their faces, and Allah sent the ayaat صلى هللا علیھ وسلم
with the command. But he never claimed that Allah inspired 
him. Rather, he said if it is good and correct it is from Allah. 

A صدیق is on a higher level than a محدث. This is why Abu Bakr 

َوُرُسًال قَْد قََصْصنَاُھْم َعلَْیَك ِمن قَْبُل َوُرُسًال 
ُ ُموَسٰى تَْكلِیًما  لَّْم نَْقُصْصُھْم َعلَْیَك ۚ َوَكلََّم هللاَّ

And [We sent] messengers 
about whom We have related 
[their stories] to you before 

and messengers about whom 
We have not related to you. 
And Allah spoke to Moses 

with [direct] speech 
سورة النساء  

4:164

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم said :  
َلَقْد َكاَن ِفيَما َقبَْلُكْم ِمَن األَُممِ ُمَحدَّثُوَن، فَِإْن يَُك ِفي أُمَِّتي 

أََحٌد فَِإنَُّه ُعَمُر  
Among the nations before you there used to be 

people who were inspired (though they were not 
prophets). And if there is any of such a persons 

amongst my followers, it is 'Umar. 
صحیح البخاري، حدیث 3689#



as-Siddiq رضي هللا عنھ is on a higher level than Umar  رضي هللا عنھ. The صدیق is more perfect than a محدث. He 
believes whatever Allah decides without even discussing it  
with himself. He will totally believe in Allah and the Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ 
  .He is sufficient by his truthfulness and complete belief .وسلم

❺ The level of understanding. When you really understand what is delegated to 
you, this is a blessing of Allah. It is a light in the heart to have a deep 

understanding, not just memorization.  

❻ The ability to distinguish truth from falsehood. 
Something you see or hear will guide you to the 
truth, or situations will show you right and wrong. 

❼ The ability to apply the guidance. This is also 
called ھدایة التوفیق.  
 
❽ Hearing. The sense of hearing has more effect 
than sight. Sometimes Allah makes you hear 
something in passing, and it guides you. Ou don’t 
apply it, you hear it, so you are accountable.  

❾ Inspiration. Allah guides all the believers to do  
good deeds. Allah will put a feeling in the heart, 
which will urge you to do something. An example 
of this is the mother of Musa علیھ السالم, when allah 
inspired her to put her baby into a box and place 
the box in the River Nile. This is not fortune 

telling, or knowing the unseen. 

 ❿ A true dream. This is very rare. It is a glad tiding 
from Allah. It is not a vision from the shaitan, but  a dream which guides. An 
example of this is the dream of Yusuf علیھ السالم. This can occur with righteous 
people too. The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم  had these truthful dreams.  

~~~~~~~~~~ تّم بحمد هللا~~~~~~~~~~


