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Surah Sād is about returning to Allah in submission. The 
reminders are very important because they make you 
turn to Allah in repentance.  

The command of making sujood to Aadam علیھ السالم was 
explained to the angels in detail, and the angels 
responded straight away. There was not a single angel 
who didn’t fall into prostration. The one who didn’t obey 
was another creation, a jinn, Iblees. The command from 
Allah was enough for the angels, they submitted 
unquestioningly. 

The messengers sometimes slipped, but returned to Allah straight away. When someone returns to 
Allah in repentance, He covers the sin. But Iblees was arrogant.  Arrogance is the opposite of 
submission. His ego made him see himself as greater than Aadam علیھ السالم, and the command of Allah.  

Iblees was a disbeliever, although he hid his disbelief in his heart, and showed himself to be a 
worshipper. His kufr became apparent when a command came which didn’t suit his desire. Iblees 
didn't give the knowledge of Aadam علیھ السالم any importance. The angels lower their wings for the 
students of knowledge, and encircle the study circles. They appreciate the importance of knowledge, 
and know that the knowledge elevates the human being, making him higher than the angels. Faith and 
knowledge are favours of Allah, He chooses who to bestow them upon. The angels were given belief, but 
the knowledge was given to Aadam علیھ السالم. Iblees didn’t acknowledge the importance of this favour, 
and was exposed.  

Allah knew why Iblees didn't obey the 
command, he was a kafir. But Allah is 
 the Forbearing, so He rebuked Iblees, calling him by ,الحلیم
the name Iblees.  

What made him disobey Allah, and not make sujood to the 
One was a created by the hands of Allah? This is a great 
crime. He not only disobeyed the command of Allah, he also 
underestimated His creation. Allah created Aadam with His 
hands; this was a great honour. Allah also taught Aadam علیھ 
 without any means, and honoured him above all the السالم
creation.  

Allah gave two options to 
explain the disobedience of 
Iblees. Both options essentially 
mean the same thing. Either 
he was arrogant, or he saw 
himself as higher. One is given 
in the verb form, استكبرت, being 
arrogant, and the other in noun form, العالین, exalting himself. The realty 
of iblees was exposed when Aadam appeared. The one with arrogance 
will be deprived of jannah.  

[ Allah ] said, "O Iblees, what prevented 
you from prostrating to that which I 
created with My hands? Were you 
arrogant [then], or were you [already] 
among the haughty?"

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ 
 : said وسلم

ُ ثالثةَ أشیاَء بیِدِه ، خلَق آدَم بیِدِه ، َوَكتَب  خلَق هللاَّ
التَّوراةَ بیِدِه ، وغرَس الفردوَس بیِدِه 

Allah created three things with His 
Hand; He created Adam with His Hand, 
He wrote the Torah with His Hand and 

He planted Firdaws with His Hand.  
الراوي : عبدهللا بن الحارث | المحدث : ابن القیم | 

المصدر : حادي األرواح 
الصفحة أو الرقم: 98 

(Part of a longer hadith)

 The Messenger of Allah
: said صلى هللا علیھ وسلم 

الِكْبُر من بَطَِر الحقِّ ، و َغْمِط النَّاِس 
Arrogance means 

ridiculing and rejecting 
the Truth and despising 

people. 
الراوي : أبو ھریرة | المحدث : 

السیوطي | المصدر : الجامع الصغیر 

He said, "I am better than him. You created me 
from fire and created him from clay



When he was confronted by Allah, what was the best reaction? To repent and return to Allah. But 
instead, Iblees persisted in his disobedience and argued with 
Allah. The believer will accuse himself and return to Allah. But 
Iblees was arrogant, put himself in comparison with Aadam, 
and logically gave his reason for not submitting to the command 
of Allah. He used his intelligence to explain his reason, saying 
the word أنا. This single word showed his arrogance and ego. He 
was في عزة, in pride, so he made himself في شقاق, separate. We see 
this in the disbelievers of the Quraysh, who argued with the 
Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ وسلم, accusing him of being a poet 
and a madman.  

So Iblees thought, who is this person? Why. Should i make 
sujood to him? Iblees showed his pride in his creation, he was 
made of fire, while this human being was made of clay. When 
there is a command from Allah, don't go into the details, just 
obey. Don't use your mind and logic, or عزة and شقاق will come. 
Arguments never lead to any good.  

Iblees knew Allah was the Creator, but he argued with Him, 
saying he was better than Aadam, and then gave his reasons for 

thinking he was better, because he was made of fire, which in his estimation was better than clay. He 
had already decided and reached his own assumptions.  

Clay is humble, but it brings forth fruits. The fire may look more powerful, but the clay is victorious 
over it, can extinguish it. The fire may be loud and apparent, but clay is more powerful. Clay is sand 
and water, which are the components of our bodies. The fire needs fuel to feed it, it must be lit, it can’t 
exist on its own, while sand doesn’t need anything to be sand, it exists on its own. Fire is heat and 
destruction, while clay is cool and malleable.  

Don’t judge the commands of Allah with your mind. Your measure must be قال هللا وقال الرسول. If Allah said 
make sujood to Aadam, he us surely better than the creation of fire, even if your mind tells you the 
contrary.  

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا 
  : said علیھ وسلم

أنا زعیم ببیت في ربض الجنة لمن ترك المراء، 
وإن كان محقاً، وببیت في وسط الجنة لمن ترك 
الكذب، وإن كان مازحاً، وببیت في أعلى الجنة 

لمن حسن خلقھ 
I guarantee a house in Jannah for 

one who gives up arguing, even if he 
is in the right; and I guarantee a 
home in the middle of Jannah for 
one who abandons lying even for 
the sake of fun; and I guarantee a 

house in the highest part of Jannah 
for one who has good manners. 
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