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When Daud علیھ السالم 
realized he was being 
tested with the two men 
who had a dispute, and 
scaled the walls of his 
mihrab, he immediately 
repented and prostrated.  

Allah forgave him. We 
don’t know exactly what 
the sin was, but Daud علیھ 
 knew he was being tested. Tawbah can be offered السالم

after a good deed, a trail, or a judgement. Even if we do our best when performing good deeds, there is 
always some shortcoming. So we ask Allah for forgiveness and acceptance. Sins have a bad 
consequence, and Allah covered that for him. Allah honoured him with forgiveness.  

The result of his return and repentance was that for him was ُزْلفَٰى , a closeness and high rank with 
Allah. This is the reward from Allah for those who return to Him. We need forgiveness however much 
we try. Your level after tawbah will be higher than before. The trail is an advantage when you are not 
stubborn. The return is an elevation. Don't be proud, make istighfar,   

With. Allah is the best return. We will all return to Allah. A good return is when you are submissive in 
life, lowering yourself before Allah.  Then on the Day of Judgement, you will come with honour and 
dignity. Don't show your ego and pride. If you are arrogant in life, you will return with humiliation on 
the Day of Judgement, like a slave who had escaped from his master, and recaptured and brought 
back.  

Honour is when Allah forgives you. The position of Daud علیھ السالم after the trial was better than when 
he was worshipping Allah in his mihrab. Any situation which interrupts your worship is elevation. 
You think it’s a distraction, but it is an elevation. It is not your schedule which is important, it is the 
decree of Allah.  

Allah gave Daud علیھ السالم the khilafah after the trial 
and elevation, making him the trustee and 
successor, charging him with taking care of the 
people, a figure of authority. Allah gave him the 
assignment of judging between the people. To 
achieve the title of khalifah, he had to go through a 
practical test. This was a great responsibility, given 
only after trials. The bigger the trial, the more you 
are established.  

With a high position comes a greater responsibility. 
Now he had to be with the people, he couldn’t have 
any private time. He had to judge with the truth. 
The judge has to go to the purification. There are 
some pillars and conditions which must be met for 
sound judgement to be made.  

The judge must have certain qualifications.  
🔴   The essential knowledge of right and wrong, the rules, 
penalties, the lawful and unlawful actions, etc.  
🔴   The practical knowledge according to the time, the mindset of 
the people, the trends of the time, etc.  
🔴   The ability to enforce the rules. He must have the authority 
and the strength to be able to execute the judgement.  

لَِك ۖ َوإِنَّ لَھُ ِعنَدنَا لَُزْلفَٰى  فََغفَْرنَا لَھُ َذٰ
َوُحْسَن َمآٍب 

So We forgave him that; 
and indeed, for him is 
nearness to Us and a 
good place of return 

38:25

یَا َداُووُد إِنَّا َجَعْلنَاَك َخلِیفَةً فِي اْألَْرِض فَاْحُكم بَْیَن النَّاِس بِاْلَحقِّ 
ِ ۚ إِنَّ الَِّذیَن یَِضلُّوَن َعن  َوَال تَتَّبِِع اْلَھَوٰى فَیُِضلََّك َعن َسبِیِل هللاَّ

ِ لَُھْم َعَذاٌب َشِدیٌد بَِما نَُسوا یَْوَم اْلِحَساِب  َسبِیِل هللاَّ
[We said], "O David, indeed We have made 
you a successor upon the earth, so judge 

between the people in truth and do not follow 
[your own] desire, as it will lead you astray 

from the way of Allah ." Indeed, those who go 
astray from the way of Allah will have a 

severe punishment for having forgotten the 
Day of Account 

38:26 



The judge must be fair in five aspects.  
🔴  In his statements. He cannot be kind to one party and harsh with another.  
🔴   He must use the same words for both parties.  
🔴   He must observe both parties. He cannot ignore one.  
🔴   In his way of sitting. Both parties must be seated at the same distance from him, at 
the same angle.  
🔴   He must enter and greet both parties in the same way, shake hands with both, or 
none.  

The higher the level, the more the restrictions there are. Not everyone can be a judge. 
He must have a good intention, and try his best. The judge is also human, and can make mistakes.  


