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To make a judgement is not easy, but someone has to do 
the job. You can’t not do it because you are afraid of 
making a mistake. If a judge makes a mistake and judges 
incorrectly, he will not be blamed. The oppression and 
injustice happens if the judge inclines towards one 
party. The judge must be completely neutral to both 
parties, and this is not easy, specially when they are so 
desperate that they ‘scale the walls’ in an effort to 
contact him.  

Daud علیھ السالم was busy in worship when they burst into 
his prayer chamber. This is the same as a mother being 

interrupted by her children while she is praying. Daud علیھ السالم didn’t show his displeasure, although 
these were not ‘office hours’, and their action of climbing over the walls pointed to thievery. But he 
saw that they were desperate for justice.  

Daud علیھ السالم was startled when they suddenly came, so they assured him that there was no need to 
be afraid. You may think that the problem of another person is insignificant, but for the person 
embroiled in it, it is great and important, and the judge must respect this. Don’t underestimate the 
cases of people.  

They are mentioned in plural form, not dual, indicating that a group of people scaled the walls. They 
way they presented their case was also just. They firmly told Daud علیھ السالم to make a just judgement, 
and this was misbehaviour on their part. But they were so disturbed, that Daud علیھ السالم did not 
reprimand them for it, although he was a prophet and a great king, and a judge. Anyone who has a 
desperate need will be blind to walls and closed doors and manners. They were shepherd, and Daud 
 was so علیھ السالم was the king, and they were essentially telling him to do his job well, but Daud علیھ السالم
patient with them. We are nothing when compared to these great and noble men, our messengers.  

They asked Daud علیھ السالم to guide them to the moderation. There are two kinds of guidance : 
▫   .the knowledge  in this case, the judgement   ھدایة البیان

▫  .the guidance to implement the knowledge  in this case, the judgement  ھدایة التوفیق
Daud علیھ السالم would give them his judgement, but then it was upon them to implement it. This was in 
benign cases, where there was no crime committed, they only have a dispute and need guidance to 
settle it. Nowadays the courts will pass the judgement, and make sure it is implemented too.  

Daud علیھ السالم saw that their goal was for good, because he had the wisdom. Every matter cannot be 
viewed as black and white, there are shades of grey too. So he wasn’t irritated by their behaviour, and 
he overlooked it. When someone says judge with the truth, this means they are accusing you of not 
judging correctly in the past. But he overlooked this as well.  

Think of Daud علیھ السالم, the best worshipper, in the middle of his worship, being rudely interrupted. He 
wanted to close the case quickly and return to his worship, instead of prolonging it. Both the parties 
were present, there was no need to delay, no witnesses were needed either.  

One person spoke, although both were present. One of them 
was rich, A, with 99 sheep, and he remained silent. The 
other man was poor, B, and owned only one sheep; he was 
the one who professed to be oppressed, and he spoke. They 
were both good.  

B called A his brother; they may have been blood brothers 
or not; but he didn’t call him his opponent or enemy. He 
indicated him by saying ھذا, showing that B was present in 

َذا أَِخي لَھُ تِْسٌع َوتِْسُعوَن نَْعَجةً َولَِي نَْعَجةٌ  إِنَّ َھٰ
نِي فِي اْلِخطَاِب  َواِحَدةٌ فَقَاَل أَْكفِْلنِیَھا َوَعزَّ

Indeed this, my brother, has ninety-
nine ewes, and I have one ewe; so he 

said, 'Entrust her to me,' and he 
overpowered me in speech 
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front of him.  

Brothers and sisters have disputes all the time, and then they make up. There are no boundaries 
between siblings, they share their space and belongings. So that relationship between A and B hadn’t 
changed, they were still brothers. We are more careful with friends than siblings. Siblings will fight 
and make up, with nothing in their hearts. Conflicts occur with people you are with most of the time, 
because they realize the weaknesses of each other. This brotherhood can he of blood or friendship or 
deen. So we dispute, but there is no hatred, they are only differences of opinion, misunderstandings.  

A Muslim will not hate a fellow Muslim. We are like the beads in a necklace, joined together, clashing 
occasionally, mixing together. This clash does not involve hatred.  

So the case of A and B was that A had 99 sheep and B had one. This was what Allah decreed for each of 
them. But A had a business proposal for B, that B give A his one sheep as well, and A could take care of 
it with his 99. If you have 99 sheep, one more is no burden, but one on its own is expensive, because 
you have to provide food and pasture etc. So A said he would take care of B’s sheep. This sounds 
logical, but what annoyed B was that A forced him with his words, pressurized him and convinced him 
into giving up his sheep. B couldn’t resist the insistence of A. In this case, both had their points of 
view.  

A might have been eloquent and convincing  with B, but now he was quiet; only B spoke to Daud علیھ 
 B woke up from his trance when his sheep was taken away by A. But A didn't take the sheep .السالم
without the permission of B. B went home and thought of it and decided it was not fair. Some people 
take time to reach a decision. Some people are happy with what they have, 1 sheep, while some want 
more than 99; they are the ones who are willing to take risks, they decide and act swiftly.  

B didn't say no to A, so A was not wrong to take his sheep. A was business minded. Daud علیھ السالم didn't 
have to hear the testimony of A, because he was present, and would have said something if he wanted, 
so this showed he did not object to what A said about him. This was a straightforward case. A was so 
confident, and B was weak.  

Daud علیھ السالم announced the judgement swiftly, and with 
affirmation. He decided that A had oppressed B. The 
judgement of Daud علیھ السالم was swift and clear cut 
solutions. It was time for his worship, and he wanted to 
get back to it. Daud علیھ السالم reached his decision by going 
to the root of the problem, not the consequence and 
result. He decided that A shouldn’t have asked for the 
sheep of B at all. He should have been content with his 99 
sheep.  

They made the problem so complicated that they had to 
climb the walls to come to a solution, and Daud علیھ السالم 
solved the dispute by declaring the first step wrong; A 
should not have petitioned B at all. He didn’t accuse 
either party, he gave his judgement in general terms, 
stating that the majority of those who interact and 
mingle a lot with each other in all walks of life will 
transgress against each other, with words or looks or 
body language. This intermingling can be as colleagues, siblings, in business or study circles, etc. This 
is normal human behaviour, and should be expected.  

When you cross the boundaries, you see the ugliness pf each other. When you remain within the 
boundaries, you are safe. Allah wants to teach us to maintain these boundaries between each other, 
because no one is perfect. Only Allah is Perfect, and you don't need to have any boundaries with Him, 
bedsides the ones of magnifying Him. The more close you draw to Allah, the more perfection you see. 
On the other hand, the closer you come to a person, the more faults you see. We have to go through 
nurturing in life, and when it is over, we will die.  

The majority will transgress, but the minority will not. These are the believers, who do righteous good  
deeds. They don't transgress. They are busy worshipping Allah. Their goal is higher than any  
transgression. They are very few. The knowledge must be activated to perform righteous good deeds,  

َن  قَاَل لَقَْد ظَلََمَك بُِسَؤاِل نَْعَجتَِك إِلَٰى نَِعاِجِھ ۖ َوإِنَّ َكثِیًرا مِّ
اْلُخلَطَاِء لَیَْبِغي بَْعُضُھْم َعلَٰى بَْعٍض إِالَّ الَِّذیَن آَمنُوا 

ا ُھْم ۗ َوظَنَّ َداُووُد أَنََّما فَتَنَّاهُ  الَِحاِت َوقَلِیٌل مَّ َوَعِملُوا الصَّ
فَاْستَْغفََر َربَّھُ َوَخرَّ َراِكًعا َوأَنَاَب ۩ 

[David] said, "He has certainly 
wronged you in demanding your ewe 
[in addition] to his ewes. And indeed, 
many associates oppress one another, 

except for those who believe and do 
righteous deeds - and few are they." 

And David became certain that We had 
tried him, and he asked forgiveness of 

his Lord and fell down bowing [in 
prostration] and turned in repentance 

[to Allah ] 
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not just remain in the mind. Daud علیھ السالم saw the bigger picture. He gave the right judgement, but he 
didn’t ascribe purity to himself, and realized he was being tested when they all left and he prepared to 
go back to his worship. It was not about sheep, and people climbing walls, it was bigger, it was his test. 
So he quickly asked forgiveness from Allah, and fell into sujood.  

Remember each situation you encounter is a test. When he was judging, he didn't realize it, but after it 
was over, it struck him. The test was unpredictable, it literally climbed his walls, like a pop quiz. While 
he was in court, judging cases one by one, he knew he was being tested. But this was while he was 
worshipping and was startled.  

Daud علیھ السالم realized immediately that he was being tested. If we are tested, we may realize years 
later, if ever. All situations are a test, made by Allah. People are involved, but they are from Allah.  A 
test can even come to your heart when you’re busy in worship. You can never have an ideal worship. 
You are trying to focus and sheep will come, people will climb walls. You cannot have an ideal mihrab, 
and you will need to deal with the test right away. This shows your level.  

So Daud علیھ السالم did three things.  
 ▫    He asked forgiveness. There was no apparent sin, except that he didn't realize the    فَاْستَْغفََر َربَّھُ
 test, so he made istighfar. Tests are not about getting 100%, it is your repentance and return that is
 important.  Don't try to justify your actions. Your submission and return to Allah after making
  mistakes will take you to Jannah, not your formal acts of worship.

 ▫ He fell into sujood.we all make sujood when we read this ayah, and this is how Allah    َوَخرَّ َراِكًعا
  appreciated his submission. Allah stamped his action for all who read the Qura’an.

      ▫ He magnified Allah, and returned to Him. You will make mistakes, but your return is what   َوأَنَاَب
  matters.

The one who is in charge of the judgement and has a responsibly, cannot close the doors; this indicates 
that he is not doing his job. A ruler and judge cannot have private time, not even for worship, except 
what is obligatory. Think of a doctor on call in the hospital on the last ten nights of Ramadan. He 
cannot sequester himself and make qiyam, while the patients or an emergency case need his help. 
When you are on call, you cannot spend this time in voluntary worship.  

Daud علیھ السالم had to be available all the time. As a ruler and a judge, he had to be accessible all the 
time, even in the middle of the night. Texts and messages after formal office hours are the same as 
men scaling the walls because they need a decision from the person in authority. His test was in his 
mihrab, not in the court. You cannot choose your test, or guess what it will be, or where Allah will send 
it. 

So Daud علیھ السالم returned with tawbah, and was elevated. All tests are an elevation when you return 
to Allah with tawbah and istighfar.  


