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When you follow the Manhaj, you must have trust in Allah. So you need to 
believe in Allah first. The story tells us the principle to be followed : قتال في 
 fighting for the sake of Allah. This is a great task. The Bani Israeel ,سبيل اهلل
wanted to make jihad, and they asked for it. Their action was wrong 
because they were following their desires, and wanted glory. When we do 
some worship, we must do it purely for the sake of Allah. Their actions 
looked good, they seemed very pious, but they were actually following their 
desires. When you wish for something, you are putting yourself into a test. 

They were also following their desires when they rejected the chosen king, 
Talut. They had their own measures for selecting a leader, which was 
wealth. They were arrogant and proud, and thought they were better than 
Talut, and their hearts were revealed by the appointment of Talut. This pride 
was hidden inside, and was exposed so subtly when Talut was chosen. 

The reform of Allah is full of mercy. They made two wrong moves, but Allah 
didn’t leave them, He wanted to elevate them. There is no one more 
merciful and forbearing than Allah. They didn’t believe in the unseen, so 
Allah gave them a tangible and unmistakable sign. Allah knew the tabut 
would give them tranquility, which was needed before they could accept the 
commands of Allah. 

Acquiring religious knowledge is like jihad. If you are in the study circle, but 
are not at peace, you will not learn anything. This is a great task, and 
shaitan, who is our enemy, doesn’t want us to learn. The shayateen are 
unseen by us, and they plot against us, to try to distract us, so that either we 
stop going, or you go but are so restless that you can’t learn anything. Study 
circles are gardens of Jannah, surrounded by angels, accompanied by the 
Qura’an, they are so special. 

You cannot be reformed without tranquility; now they were ready to go to 
battle. Talut led them to battle straight away. When there is an opportunity to 
do good, grab it, don’t delay it. So Talut surrounded himself with his army. 
He was an ordinary soldier, but now he was king, in charge of his soldiers. 
He wanted to reform them, and he didn’t want any distractions. For any 
reform and tests, isolation is needed, with no one but the one testing and the one being tested. For the army, 
the test was for patience. They all needed to be on a high and equal level of sabr, otherwise those with less 
sabr would hold back and pull down the others. So Talut tested his soldiers with water, to eliminate the 
ineligible. The test comes with the situations. 

Talut didn’t say he was testing them; instead, he mentioned Allah was, so that they would realize that they had 
no choice, they had to go through with it. He tested them with the command of Allah. 

There was a river, abundant water, but there was a catch; the test for them was two-pronged.

ا فََصَل طَاُلوُت ِباْلُجنُوِد  فََلمَّ
َقاَل إِنَّ اهللََّ ُمبْتَلِيُكم ِبنََهٍر فََمن 
َشرَِب ِمنُْه فََليَْس ِمنِّي َوَمن لَّْم 

يَطَْعْمُه فَِإنَُّه ِمنِّي إاِلَّ َمِن 
اْغتَرََف ُغرْفًَة ِبيَِدِه ۚ فََشِربُوا 
ا  ِمنُْه إاِلَّ َقلِياًل مِّنُْهْم ۚ فََلمَّ

َجاَوزَهُ ُهوَ َوالَِّذيَن آَمنُوا َمَعُه 
َقاُلوا اَل طَاَقَة َلنَا اْليَوَْم 

ِبَجاُلوَت َوُجنُوِدِه ۚ َقاَل الَِّذيَن 
يَظُنُّوَن أَنَُّهم مُّاَلُقو اهللَِّ َكم مِّن 

ِفئٍَة َقلِيَلٍة َغَلبَْت ِفئًَة َكِثيرَةً 
اِبِريَن  ِبِإذِْن اهللَِّ ۗ َواهللَُّ َمعَ الصَّ
And when Saul went forth 
with the soldiers, he said, 

"Indeed, Allah will be 
testing you with a river. 

So whoever drinks from it 
is not of me, and whoever 
does not taste it is indeed 
of me, excepting one who 

takes [from it] in the 
hollow of his hand." But 

they drank from it, except 
a [very] few of them. Then 

when he had crossed it 
along with those who 

believed with him, they 
said, "There is no power 

for us today against 
Goliath and his soldiers." 

But those who were 
certain that they would 
meet Allah said, "How 
many a small company 
has overcome a large 

company by permission of 
Allah . And Allah is with 

the patient."
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✽ Patience : drink only enough water to survive, even though 
there is a river in front of you. This shows extreme self 
control. There is water, you are thirsty, but you can drink only 
a little bit, enough to survive and quench your thirst only, not 
to satiate you. This is very tough.
✽ Obedience: to be obedient to Allah in all situations, even 
difficult and challenging ones. 

Talut explained the test very clearly to them, before they 
underwent it. It was a test of patience and obedience. He 
highlighted the categories which would appear as the 
outcome. 

❶ The one who drank uncontrollably would be out of the 
army. This was a tough test, because jihad is a great worship, 
and only the sincere were needed in it. Talut wanted his 
whole army to qualify to a high level of patience and 
obedience. He wanted quality, not quantity. 

Patience and obedience can only be done by the person 
himself, no one else can do it for him. The one who drank his fill was not patient or obedient. You can apply 
this in any situation you face : will you obey Allah and be patient, or will you transgress? Will you gulp the 
water, or only sip it?  

❷ There were some of the soldiers who knew they would not able to control themselves if they started to drink  
so they didn’t try to drink even a sip. They also passed the test of self control.  

❸ The third group was the one who only had a handful of water, enough for their survival; they also passed 
the test. 

One situation divided the people into three groups. The best group was the one who abstained completely. 
The water was halal, but they didn’t indulge even in halal, a handful of water, because they didn’t trust 
themselves. The second group took only enough to survive. This is as if فاتقوا اهلل ما استطعتم, they do taqwa as 
much as they can. Taqwa has different levels, and a higher level is to avoid even the halal because you are 
afraid of falling into haram. Some remain on the boundary 
and others rise to a higher level. 

Out of the 80,000 soldiers, 76,000 drank their fill at the river. 
Only 4,000 passed the test; they either drank a handful of 
water, or abstained completely. The majority of the people, 
95%, failed, and this can be taken as a general rule. The 
minority remains; most people are not patient or obedient to 
Allah. When we look around, we see this in every situation. 

Benefits 
Sheikh Al-Uthaymeen gave numerous benefits of this 
Surah. 
✽it is obligatory upon the leaders to test his soldiers for 
patience and obedience. Allah will bring the situations by 
which they can be tested. 

✽The leader is obliged to remove the ones who are 
ineligible for the task. He will be held accountable. This is 
between him and Allah. If he sees that a person doesn’t 
have the qualities, he must remove him, regardless of 
their personal relationship. 



There are 3 types of people who should never be included, in addition to the ones who lack patience and 
obedience. 
! The one who discourages others, and spreads negativity to discourage them. 
! The one who terrifies people. 
!  The one who is an atheist. Imagine someone in the army who doesn’t believe in Allah, he is no use, even if 
he is very strong. He will be a great trial. 
The leader has an obligation and a right to test his soldiers, and make a judgement according to what Allah 
shows him. 

✽There is a wisdom in the selection of the people who participate in jihad. They must be tested, and then the 
leader should decide. This is like a job interview, in which the candidates are tested for their suitability, and 
then short-listed and chosen. This is wisdom. So Allah will show the leader hidden things about the people so 
that he can make the right decision. The reality will be exposed to the one in charge. 

✽The leader is allowed to test the people through any decree that occurs. Their realty will be exposed by their 
behaviour and reactions. This is from Allah. 


