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The whole story starts with the words ألم ترى. The Messenger of Allah صلى 
 didn’t see them with his own eyes, but Allah wanted him to be اهلل عليه وسلم
believe what He told him. History has so many stories about these 
characters, but no one knows the actual details of this long ago incident. 
Allah tells the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم and us the real story. 
People will relate different versions, but Allah tells us all the important facts. 

This story is a sign of Allah. We understand how Allah deals with people 
through the the stories. We also need these points in our lives. We are in 
battle all our lives, with our own nafs, the shaitan, and other people. How 
will you know if Allah is please with you? By studying these stories. It is 
important to understand the actions of Allah. These ayaat are signals in life, 
taught by Allah. 

The story ends on ayah 252 with Allah saying that all this was the truth. 
Allah chose Jibreel to convey the story to the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 the exact message was obeyed, there is no change. We need to know ,وسلم
that it is the truth, so that we can be sure that we are following the correct curriculum, and not being deceived. 

The Bani Israeel wanted to follow the command of Allah, but in the end, only a few did. There were 80,000 
soldiers who started off with Talut for battle for the sake of Allah, and after the first test of the water, 76,000 
were eliminated, leaving only 4000. The leader didn’t want a multitude, he wanted only the best. 

Acquiring knowledge is like battle for the sake of Allah, so the quality is what matters, not the quantity. 
Everyone wants it, it is so attractive, but who is left in the end? Only the ones on the truth. 

Allah knew the outcome before it took place, but He doesn’t account on the basis of His knowledge, He waits 
until the situation comes and the people do the action. The people thought Talut was below their standard, but 
he possessed the requirements of kingship, which were knowledge and physical strength. Their messenger 

stressed that Allah had chosen Talut as their king, and this 
should stop all objections. 

In order to negate any doubts about Talut, which they had even 
though their messenger told them that Allah had chosen him, 
Allah also gave a tangible sign. The thing which Allah had sent 
with him as a sign was something that the Bani Israeel held 
very dear, and had lost many 
years ago in their wanderings 
in the desert. This was further 
assurance that he was the 
chosen king. 

The job of the messenger who 
was assigned to them was to 
convey the message, he 
confirmed the news. He was 

َوَقاَل َلُهْم نَِبيُُّهْم إِنَّ آيََة ُمْلِكِه 
أَن يَأِْتيَُكُم التَّابُوُت ِفيِه 

ا  بُِّكْم َوبَِقيٌَّة مِّمَّ َسِكينٌَة مِّن رَّ
تَرََك آُل ُموَسىٰ َوآُل َهاُروَن 
تَْحِمُلُه امْلاََلِئَكُة ۚ إِنَّ ِفي ذَٰلَِك 
آَليًَة لَُّكْم إِن ُكنتُم مُّؤِْمِننَي 
And their prophet said 

to them : Indeed, a sign 
of his kingship is that 
the chest will come to 

you in which is 
assurance from your 

Lord and a remnant of 
what the family of 

Moses and the family of 
Aaron had left, carried 

by the angels. Indeed in 
that is a sign for you, if 

you are believers.
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أََوَلْم يَُكن لَُّهْم آيًَة أَن يَْعَلَمُه ُعَلَماُء 
بَِني إِْسرَاِئيَل 

And has it not been a sign to 
them that it is recognized by 

the scholars of the Children of 
Israel?

سورة الشعراء  
26:197



very confident of the truth that he conveyed to them. 

Ayaat always come to increase the faith. They are tangible, and they tell you about something unseen. They 
connect you to the unseen. There was a tangible sign for the kingship of Talut. Suddenly this ordinary soldier 
became king, so there had to be a sign to remove the doubts of the people. This special ayah showed that his 
selection was the truth, from Allah. Tangible evidence is sometimes more convincing than oral. So this ayah 
emphatically announced that Talut is king, he is better than all of you, this 
is the truth. 

The ayaat are of two types, read or heard, and seen. There are some 
benefits from this ayah. 

⚜ The mercy of Allah towards His slaves. Allah makes this choice clear 
by His mercy, so that it is easier to follow the Manhaj. So He made a 
clear and strange sign. Allah supports matters with clear signs. We 
need certainty, which Allah gives us through situations. Allah doesn’t 
need to do this, we are obliged to follow His commands anyway, but this 
is His mercy. 

⚜ These signs give comfort and tranquility to the hearts of the 
believers, giving them piece of mind. This is the same as when 
Ibrahim عليه السالم requested to Allah to show him how He 
resurrected the dead. 

⚜ These signs of apparent evidence will be held against the 
disbelievers. The Bani Israeel knew the truth, but this didn’t 
show in their actions. The more ayaat came their way, the more 
the sicknesses of their hearts increase. 

This sign 
really 
confirmed 
the 
kingship of 
Talut. He 
had the 
 a ,تابوت
wooden 
chest, which contained the remnants of Musa and Harun 
 .عليهما السالم

The Bani Israeel had to follow their king and obey his 
commands, so they had to accept and be sure that he is 
their king. This chest was something revered by them, 
which they had lost in their wanderings in the desert. 

The messengers didn’t leave any worldly possessions as 
inheritance for their descendants, they left their 
knowledge for their followers. This was the situation for 
Musa and Harun عليهما السالم. After they passed away, the 
people kept some relics of tablets of the Tawrah from 

Musa عليه السالم, his stick, etc, as memorabilia. They were 
very attached to this chest, felt comforted by its presence, and carried it with them in their travels. But with 
time, they lost it. They searched for it everywhere, but they couldn’t find it. Many years passed, but the 
memory of the tabut didn’t fade from their minds. 

This wooden chest reappeared with Talut. It was a very large and heavy box, so he didn’t carry it. It was 
carried by the angels who accompanied him. 

We must not be attached to anything from the past, but the Bani Israeel always wanted something tangible. 
Attachment to things is dangerous, and can lead to shirk. Sometimes when something is lost this is a blessing. 

  الفوائد
 1      رحمة هللا بعباده 

  2     تطمئن قلوب المؤمنین
 3    تقوم الحجة على الكافرین

َوإِذْ َقاَل إِبْرَاِهيُم رَبِّ أَرِِني َكيَْف تُْحِيي امْلَوْتَىٰ ۖ َقاَل 
أََوَلْم تُؤِْمن ۖ َقاَل بََلىٰ َولَِٰكن لِّيَطَْمِئنَّ َقْلِبي ۖ َقاَل فَُخذْ 
أَْربََعًة مَِّن الطَّيِْر فَُصرُْهنَّ إَِليَْك ثُمَّ اْجَعْل َعَلىٰ ُكلِّ 

َجبٍَل مِّنُْهنَّ ُجزًْءا ثُمَّ اْدُعُهنَّ يَأِْتينََك َسْعيًا ۚ َواْعَلْم أَنَّ 
اهللََّ َعِزيزٌ َحِكيٌم 

And [mention] when Abraham said, "My 
Lord, show me how You give life to the 

dead." [ Allah ] said, "Have you not 
believed?" He said, "Yes, but [I ask] only 
that my heart may be satisfied." [ Allah ] 

said, "Take four birds and commit them to 
yourself. Then [after slaughtering them] put 

on each hill a portion of them; then call 
them - they will come [flying] to you in 

haste. And know that Allah is Exalted in 
Might and Wise."

سورة البقرة  
2:260



When something you are attached to is gone from your life, this is good, because it will help you break the 
attachment. 

Now the tabut came with a different purpose. Allah connected them with the chest after they had overcome 
their attachment. Allah wants our hearts only for Himself, so He detoxes us from all attachments. When you 
lose something, you are restless, and when something lost comes back in your life, such as a lost ring, after 
many years, you feel tranquil. 

This feeling of tranquility makes reform easier to accept. For instance, a crying child will not listen to you, so 
you first calm him down, by distracting him. So the tranquility is very important for us to accept the reform. 
Allah uses His name Rabb, the Reformer. If you are worried and sad, you cannot change yourself, and redeem 
your faults. So Allah makes you calm down first. Allah enriched the Bani Israeel to make them be at peace, so 
that they would accept the commands, decrees, and legislations which were to follow. This tranquility would 
even help them abstain from drinking water on a scorching hot day, to quench their thirst. 

When you gather to acquire knowledge, and 
remember Allah, and study the Qura’an, you feel 
this tranquility descending upon you, making it 
easy for you to accept what you are learning, and 
the decree. 

When you indulge in something too much, Allah 
brings a situation to distract you. The Bani Israeel 
were مغضوب عليهم, the wrath of Allah was upon 
them, but Allah still didn’t leave them. 

Go back to your life, and search for this سكينة, the 
distraction which makes you focus on the reason 

of your existence, to worship Allah. 

The reform was in the feeling when they saw the wooden chest, which contained the relics and remnants of 
their messengers Musa and Harun عليهما السالم, acquired from their families. What they really left was 
knowledge and wisdom. These relics were of no benefit. What is the point of holding the staff of Musa عليه 
 .but not following what he taught? Attachment must be only with Allah ,السالم

The fact that this heavy chest was carried by angels added to the affirmation of Talut being the chosen king. 
It’s not important to debate how and if their saw the angels. Allah makes some unseen matters visible to 
people for reform. The bigger the task, the bigger the ayah. People who are very rebellious get big signs to 
show them the truth. For someone who wants to believe, even a small ayah is enough. 

The tabut, the angels, these signs surrounded them. If 
they were believers, the tabut was a clear sign for them. If 
not, then they wouldn’t accept this clear sign either. Allah 
was testing their faith. 

The Qura’an is a clear sign. But if the person studying it 
doesn’t have faith, he will not benefit from it. Allah will test 

ما اجتمعَ قوٌم في بيٍت من بيوِت اهللَِّ تعالى يتلوَن كتاَب اهللَِّ 
كينُة وغشيتهُم الرَّحمُة  ويتدارسونَه بينَهم إالَّ نزلت عليهُم السَّ

وحفَّتهُم املالِئكُة وذَكرَهُم اهللَُّ فيمن عنَده 
الراوي : أبو هريرة | املحدث : األلباني | املصدر : صحيح أبي داود، الصفحة 

أو الرقم: 1455 | خالصة حكم املحدث : صحيح  
No people get together in a house of the houses of Allah, 
reciting the Book of Allah, and learning it together among 
themselves, but calmness (sakinah) comes down to them, 
(Divine) mercy covers them (from above), and the angels 

surround them, and Allah makes a mention of them among 
those who are with Him.

ا فََصَل طَاُلوُت ِباْلُجنُوِد َقاَل إِنَّ اهللََّ ُمبْتَلِيُكم ِبنََهٍر فََمن َشرَِب ِمنُْه فََليَْس ِمنِّي َوَمن لَّْم يَطَْعْمُه فَِإنَُّه ِمنِّي إاِلَّ َمِن اْغتَرََف  فََلمَّ
ا َجاَوزَهُ ُهوَ َوالَِّذيَن آَمنُوا َمَعُه َقاُلوا اَل طَاَقَة َلنَا اْليَوَْم ِبَجاُلوَت َوُجنُوِدِه ۚ َقاَل  ُغرْفًَة ِبيَِدِه ۚ فََشِربُوا ِمنُْه إاِلَّ َقلِياًل مِّنُْهْم ۚ فََلمَّ

اِبِريَن  الَِّذيَن يَظُنُّوَن أَنَُّهم مُّاَلُقو اهللَِّ َكم مِّن ِفئٍَة َقلِيَلٍة َغَلبَْت ِفئًَة َكِثيرَةً ِبِإذِْن اهللَِّ ۗ َواهللَُّ َمعَ الصَّ
And when Saul went forth with the soldiers, he said, "Indeed, Allah will be testing you with a river. So 
whoever drinks from it is not of me, and whoever does not taste it is indeed of me, excepting one who 
takes [from it] in the hollow of his hand." But they drank from it, except a [very] few of them. Then when 

he had crossed it along with those who believed with him, they said, "There is no power for us today 
against Goliath and his soldiers." But those who were certain that they would meet Allah said, "How 
many a small company has overcome a large company by permission of Allah . And Allah is with the 

patient."
2:249



a person with the signs. A believer will believe even a tiny sign, while the disbeliever will not believe even if the 
dead come to life in front of his eyes. The faith will benefit you. 

Now the spotlight focuses on Talut. The main task for Talut was to initiate battle for the sake of Allah, so his 
focus was the army, his soldiers, not builders and ordinary people. The Bani Israeel wanted a king for jihad, so 
that is what Talut focused on. He was not distracted from his task. Before he became king, Talut was an 
ordinary soldier. As soon as he was chosen as king, and the sign came, he separated himself to his soldiers, 
cutting off any other occupation, staying with the army. He was in charge of the army, so he remained with 
them. There were 80,000 soldiers, and he had the knowledge 
and experience to lead them. He was very intelligent, and 
knew the psyche of the people. If someone in this position 
didn’t have knowledge, he would be overwhelmed, and would 
try to give them everything to make them all happy. But, 
instead, he made matters so difficult for them. But the 
successful strategy is the opposite. If an army is kept in 
comfort, they would become soft and complacent, unable to 
fight in battle. 

Talut didn’t want empty numbers; what was the point of 80,000 
soldiers when only a few were proficient in battle? So he decided to test their patience. How? By commanding 
them not to drink water when they were parched with extreme thirst, after marching in the hot sun. This king 
wanted to push people away! 

For jihad in the way of Allah, there is no room for laziness and complacency. Water was a great test. They 
were allowed to drink a few sips and quench their thirst, but not more than that. 

Acquiring religious knowledge is jihad, for which we need sabr. Al-Khidr didn’t make things easy for Musa عليه 
 .his student, even though he was the only student, and a messenger ,السالم




