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The shaitan has two main tricks. He will decide 
when one to use on each person. 

◽   تلبيس
Presenting the 
falsehood in the 
form of the truth. 
The shaitan 
mixed the truth 
with falsehood, 
when he gave an 
explanation for his 
disobedience. 

The truth was the 
way the shaitan 
and Aadam عليه 
 were created. Iblees was created with fire, while Aadam was created السالم
with clay. But the falsehood in the statement was when iblees said he was 
better than Aadam عليه السالم . He rejected the command very slyly. 

Allah sends clear commands, pray, fast. So تلبيس is to cover these clear commands, by making excuses, 
asking so many questions, bringing in logic, rejecting the command. This trick was used by Iblees, and then by 
anyone who has knowledge. You can use your knowledge to make تلبيس. So you know you are wrong, but you 
twist the evidence and present it. 

Your test is yourself first. Even when giving advice, think why you are saying it. Don’t use your knowledge as a 
weapon. You must have taqwa. Don’t use the truth to follow your desires and cover another truth. To mask the 

َوَلَقْد َخَلْقنَاُكْم ثُمَّ َصوَّرْنَاُكْم ثُمَّ ُقْلنَا لِْلَماَلِئَكِة اْسُجُدوا آِلَدَم 
اِجِديَن  فََسَجُدوا إاِلَّ إِبْلِيَس َلْم يَُكن مَِّن السَّ

And We have certainly created you, [O Mankind], 
and given you [human] form. Then We said to the 
angels, "Prostrate to Adam"; so they prostrated, 

except for Iblees. He was not of those who 
prostrated.

َقاَل َما َمنََعَك أاَلَّ تَْسُجَد إِذْ أََمرْتَُك ۖ َقاَل أَنَا َخيٌْر مِّنُْه 
َخَلْقتَِني ِمن نَّاٍر َوَخَلْقتَُه ِمن ِطنيٍ 

[ Allah ] said, "What prevented you from 
prostrating when I commanded you?" [Satan] 

said, "I am better than him. You created me from 
fire and created him from clay."

َقاَل فَاْهِبْط ِمنَْها فََما يَُكوُن َلَك أَن تَتََكبََّر ِفيَها فَاْخُرجْ إِنََّك 
اِغِريَن  ِمَن الصَّ

[ Allah ] said, "Descend from Paradise, for it is not 
for you to be arrogant therein. So get out; indeed, 

you are of the debased.
َقاَل أَنِظرِْني إَِلىٰ يَوْمِ يُبَْعثُوَن 

[Satan] said, "Reprieve me until the Day they are 
resurrected."

َقاَل إِنََّك ِمَن امْلُنظَِريَن 
[ Allah ] said, "Indeed, you are of those 

reprieved."
َقاَل فَِبَما أَْغوَيْتَِني أَلَْقُعَدنَّ َلُهْم ِصرَاطََك امْلُْستَِقيَم 

[Satan] said, "Because You have put me in error, 
I will surely sit in wait for them on Your straight 

path.
ثُمَّ آَلِتيَنَُّهم مِّن بنَْيِ أَيِْديِهْم َوِمْن َخْلِفِهْم َوَعْن أَيَْماِنِهْم َوَعن 

َشَماِئلِِهْم ۖ واََل تَِجُد أَْكثَرَُهْم َشاِكِريَن 
Then I will come to them from before them and 
from behind them and on their right and on their 

left, and You will not find most of them grateful [to 
You]."

سورة األعراف  
7:11-17

*

َقاَل َما َمنََعَك أاَلَّ تَْسُجَد إِذْ 
أََمرْتَُك ۖ َقاَل أَنَا َخيٌْر مِّنُْه 

َخَلْقتَِني ِمن نَّاٍر َوَخَلْقتَُه ِمن 
ِطنيٍ 

[ Allah ] said, "What 
prevented you from 
prostrating when I 

commanded 
you?" [Satan] said, "I am 

better than him. You 
created me from fire and 
created him from clay."

سورة األعراف  
7:12



truth by twisting it is easy for the one who has knowledge, because has abundant store of ayaat and ahadeeth. 
So before you quote them, be carful of why you are saying them. 

The shaitan had knowledge, but he used it for falsehood. He used تلبيس for Aadam عليه السالم when He coerced 
him to disobey Allah. Aadam had everything in Jannah, but Iblees made him look at the only thing which was 
forbidden. Iblees knew Aadam wanted to be immortal, and like the angels, so he swore to Aadam that he 
wished him well. Aadam, the first man, so simple and innocent, fell for his trick. 

◽  غرور
A type of ignorance. This is deception through ignorance on the part of the person. So the shaitan tells the 
person something which he doesn’t know is wrong, so he accepts it. 

The shaitan chooses his method according to the kind of person he is targeting. He will come to you when you 
are awake and when you are asleep. If you are relaxed, he will come to you with غرور. If you are alert, he will 
attack you with تلبيس. The shaitan is all around you. The only place to relax in is the grave. The disbeliever is 
always relaxed. You see their behaviour and wonder how they could do what they do. When the disbeliever 
dies, he goes to hardship. The more you are afraid in life, the more security Allah will give you in the grave and 
the Day of Judgement.

Ibn Jawzi made the scenario with Iblees and us as a picture in our minds. 

🔘 Know that the heart is like a  fenced fortress attended by angels. The fence has doors and cracks. The 
mind resides inside the fortress. Next to the fortress there is a barn in which there are lusts, and devils attend 
the barn. 

There is a war between the residents of the fortress and those of the barn. Devils patrol the fortress hoping 
that the guard will become lax, or to enter through the cracks. So the guard must know all the fortress doors to 
which he was assigned, and all cracks as well. He must not lower his guard even a moment, because the the 
enemy is never lax.

The fortress is lit with remembrance of Allah and with faith. In it there is a shiny mirror that reflects the images 
of everything passing by. The least that the devils do is to generate smoke to blacken the fortress walls and 
rust the mirror. But the winds of remembrance of Allah repel the smoke, and the polisher of remembrance (of 
Allah) removes the rust from the mirror.

The enemy conducts campaigns against the fortress. Sometimes, he attempts to enter the fortress, but the 
guard attacks him, forcing him to retreat. Other times he enters the  fortress to cause mischief, or stays around 
because the guard is negligent. Sometimes the wind that repels the smoke calms down and the walls blacken 
and the mirror becomes rusty. So the devil passes by unnoticed. Sometimes the guard leaves his position out 
of negligence and is captured by the enemy.
(From a translation of the book تلبيس ابليس by Imam Ibn Jawzi)

Our hearts are like this fortress. It is very precious, because Allah looks at it, and it is the place where the life 
of Allah is placed. Allah deals with you according to your heart. It is the king of your body. The cracks in the 
wall are your weaknesses. So you must make taqwa, and not let anyone else see them; they are between you 
and Allah. The guard is your intellect, it shows you right and wrong. It must be present all the time, and let only 
the truth enter your heart. The angels come won’t good thoughts and inspiration. The intellect accepts this, and  
allows them to enter. 

The dwellers of the barn are the desires, which team up with the shayateen. The desires are the 
troublemakers. The shayateen sometimes try to sneak into your heart through your weaknesses. They will 
succeed when your intellect is absent. Train your intellect with knowledge, so that it is strong enough to protect 
your heart. 

Keep the glow of your faith and knowledge in your heart. 




