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The nafs is a weakness for the human being, so the jihad is not easy, be it 
with the outer enemy, or the inner one. The wealth is another weakness, so 
Allah encourages us to give charity to break this attachment. 

The stories of the Qura’an increase the faith and also gives us a different 
dimension of the matter, the application of the commands, good and bad 
people. The stories talk to you at your level. The characters of the stories 
are variables, you can put any name in heir roles. 

The Bani Israeel had so many messengers 
after Musa عليه السالم, they were never left 
alone. Sometimes they even had several 
messengers at the same time. At the time of 
the story narrated in this ayah, they had one 
messenger, whose name we are not told, but 
they had no king.  A prophet is on a higher 
level than a king. 

The Bani Israeel asked their messenger for a 
king, because they had made up their mind to 
fight in the way of Allah. Jihad had not been 
prescribed for them, there was no concept of 
fighting in their shariah. They were motivated 
by themselves, and wanted a king to lead 
them. In their minds, they thought a king 
would be wealthy; they may have wanted to 
be paid to fight. They always wanted tangible 
benefits. 

Allah is addressing His Messenger صلى اهلل 
 and whoever reads the Qura’an. The ,عليه وسلم
way that Allah approaches it is with a question to create suspense. The 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم couldn’t see these events with his eyes, but 
he took whatever Allah informed him of as if he could see it. This is how we 
must take it too. It must be like a movie in front of your eyes. Belief is to see 
what Allah wants you to see. The scenes unfold before you. Don’t believe 
anything contrary to what Allah narrates to you. 

Allah makes them and their era clear to us. The detail is important, so Allah 
specifies everything. The concepts in deen must all be very specific, so that you 
know exactly what to do. Allah doesn’t need to explain anything to His slaves, 
He is الغني, the Self Sufficient. But He always explains His actions and 
commands, so that there is no room for the shaitan to manipulate the situation. 
Allah brings different means to make the concepts clear, such as the parables, 
and the stories. Some matters need more clarity and some don’t; this requires 

wisdom. So some matters are clarified and some are not disclosed. 

أََلْم تََر إَِلى امْلإََلِ ِمن بَِني 
إِْسرَاِئيَل ِمن بَْعِد ُموَسىٰ إِذْ 

َقاُلوا لِنَِبيٍّ لَُّهُم ابَْعْث َلنَا َملًِكا 
نَُّقاِتْل ِفي َسِبيِل اهللَِّ ۖ َقاَل َهْل 
َعَسيْتُْم إِن ُكِتَب َعَليُْكُم اْلِقتَاُل 
أاَلَّ تَُقاِتُلوا ۖ َقاُلوا َوَما َلنَا أاَلَّ 

نَُقاِتَل ِفي َسِبيِل اهللَِّ َوَقْد 
أُْخرِْجنَا ِمن ِديَارِنَا َوأَبْنَاِئنَا ۖ 
ا ُكِتَب َعَليِْهُم اْلِقتَاُل تَوَلَّوْا  فََلمَّ

إاِلَّ َقلِياًل مِّنُْهْم ۗ َواهللَُّ َعلِيٌم 
ِبالظَّامِلنَِي 

Have you not considered 
the assembly of Bani 

Israeel after [the time of] 
Musa when they said to a 
prophet of theirs, "Send to 
us a king, and we will fight 
in the way of Allah "? He 
said, "Would you perhaps 

refrain from fighting if 
fighting was prescribed 

for you?" They said, "And 
why should we not fight in 
the cause of Allah when 
we have been driven out 
from our homes and from 
our children?" But when 
fighting was prescribed 
for them, they turned 

away, except for a few of 
them. And Allah is 

Knowing of the 
wrongdoers.

2:246



The مأل were leaders or spokespeople for the rest of their nation, the supporters of the messenger. They were 
known as those with authority. These leaders had some qualities of leadership. The best supporters are those 
from the family, such as Harun عليه السالم for Musa عليه السالم. The Sahabah رضي اهلل عنهم, specially Abu Bakr, 
Umar, Uthman, رضي اهلل عنهم, etc, were the supporters of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. 

The Bani Israeel, the children of Ya’qub عليه اسالم, were direct descendants of Musa عليه السالم. They had so 
many messengers whom Allah sent to guide them, but they disobeyed them all. They were also given a Divine 
Book, but they didn’t improve. The nation of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم were so ignorant, in 
complete moral darkness, so cruel and oppressive, before the advent of Islam. But when the Qura’an came, 
they changed completely, to become the best nation. 

The Bani Israeel were followed everywhere by Musa عليه السالم, they were never left alone. They were 
threatened with the mountain of Tur, poised above their heads, if they didn’t obey the commandments of Allah. 
But they still disobeyed the first chance they got, by making the golden calf, 
and worshipping it. They have knowledge, but they are worse than the 
ignorant. Allah likens them to donkeys and dogs. Allah transformed them to 
monkeys at one point. Their behaviour was not of a nation with a Book. Their 
signs which Allah sent to them was frogs, and the examples they were given 
were of the cow. 

The Bani Israeel didn’t have a king, the supporters were for their messenger. 
The more they asked, the more commands came, and they were included in 
their legislation. So Allah gave them a king, and prescribed fighting for them, 
and they disobeyed again. The difficulties in their legislation was because of 
themselves. The more complaints, the more rules, and the more strict it 
became. 

  

يَا أَيَُّها الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا اَل تَْسأَُلوا 
َعْن أَْشيَاَء إِن تُبَْد َلُكْم تَُسؤُْكْم 
O you who have believed, 
do not ask about things 

which, if they are shown to 
you, will distress you
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