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Anything in dunya is 
just a touch, a sample. 
Imagine going to a 
cosmetics shop and 
getting small samples 
of the products. 
Sometimes you get 
them and sometimes 
you don’t. But these 
samples are tiny, you 
use them, and all too  
soon, they are 
finished; this is dunya. 
You take a tissue, use 
it, and discard it; this is 
dunya. 

Thinking of the akhirah 
will soften your heart. Weakness of faith hardens the heart, and 
increases the greed for dunya. The one with strong faith will not 
care for dunya. Khabbab رضي اهلل عنه lived a long life, and then 
became ill. He branded his stomach as a cure. The illness really 
affected him. 

Sicknesses can deviate a person. When you are undergoing a 
trial, sometimes you despair, and want your life to end. But the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم forbade wishing for death. Did 
Khabbab wish to die because of his sickness? No, his concern 
was for something else, something more dangerous. He saw the 
dunya open for him, and he was afraid of himself, he didn’t trust 
himself. When we say we don’t want dunya, we are lying to 
ourselves. The Sahabah never ascribed purity to themselves. 
They were so afraid, they never said of thought they were good or 
pious. 

Khabbab lived a long life so he saw the dunya open for the 
muslimeen, so much wealth and opulence. This affects the heart. 
The earlier Sahabah didn’t have so much wealth, but the never 
missed it. They lived, got what Allah gave them, and then it was 
over, they died. We see the dunya and desire it; henhouse didn’t 
see it, and didn’t miss anything. We have so many things in life which 
we are afraid to miss, such as parties, restaurants, traveling. They didn’t yearn for dunya. 

The Sahabah didn’t even have a tiny portion of the dunya that we have at our disposal. Don’t go oto far, look at 
our parents and grandparents; they lived such a simple life. Now there is so much dunya, it a great challenge 
to keep your balance. 

When you miss an opportunity for deen, such as a salah, this is a great loss. The chances for deen will come 
again. We don’t give the deen it’s due importance. So if we miss a prayer, we will tell ourselves that Allah is 
Most Merciful, and that we will catch up. But akhirah is behind us, and we will run out of time. Don’t sacrifice 
deen for dunya. The people before us used whatever  Allah gave them for their akhirah. They had dunya, but 
not to the extent that we do. They didn’t let the materialistic feelings for dunya hit their hearts. 

When someone has abundant money, he will use it to buy what he desires, and then he still has excess left 
over, so he constructs more and more buildings : towers, houses, apartment blocks, etc. He puts his money 

* 

Narrated Qais Ibn Abi Hazim : 
َدَخْلنَا َعَلى َخبَّاٍب نَُعوُدهُ َوَقِد اْكتَوَى 

َسبْعَ َكيَّاٍت 
We went to pay a visit to Khabbab 
(who was sick) and he had been 
branded (cauterized) at seven 

places in his body. 
He said :

إِنَّ أَْصَحابَنَا الَِّذيَن َسَلفُوا َمَضوْا َوَلْم 
تَنُْقْصُهُم الدُّنْيَا َوإِنَّا أََصبْنَا َما الَ نَِجُد َلُه 
َموِْضًعا إاِلَّ التُّرَاَب َوَلواْلَ أَنَّ النَِّبيَّ صلى 

اهلل عليه وسلم نََهانَا أَْن نَْدُعوَ ِبامْلَوِْت 
َلَدَعوُْت ِبِه. 

Our companions who died (during 
the lifetime of the Prophet) left (this 
world) without having their rewards 

reduced through enjoying the 
pleasures of this life, but we have 
got (so much) wealth that we find 
no way to spend It except on the 
construction of buildings Had the 

Prophet not forbidden us to wish for 
death, I would have wished for it. 

We visited him for the second time 
while he was building a wall. He 

said :
 ثُمَّ أَتَيْنَاهُ َمرَّةً أُْخَرى َوْهوَ يَبِْني َحاِئطًا 
َلُه فََقاَل إِنَّ امْلُْسلَِم َليُوَجُر ِفي ُكلِّ َشىٍْء 

يُنِْفُقُه إاِلَّ ِفي َشىٍْء يَْجَعُلُه ِفي َهذَا 
التُّرَاِب. 

A Muslim is rewarded (in the 
Hereafter) for whatever he spends 

except for something that he 
spends on building.
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into the land. 

Sheikh Al-Uthyameen said this was narrated concerning a man who spent 
his money extravagantly on mud, in building that which he had no need for. 
As for building that which a person needs, it is one of the necessities of life, 
and if a person spends on himself for the necessities of life, he will be 
rewarded for that if he spends it seeking thereby the pleasure of Allah. But 
showing off and competing in constructing tall buildings is something in which 
there is nothing good, rather it is nothing but a waste of money. As for that 
which a person builds because he needs it, he will be rewarded for that.

This gives rise to competition, building a masjid, a hospital, schools. Etc, are 
all good, as long as it is not for showing off to people. Make sadaqah, spend 

your wealth in charity, but anything which is done for showing off is not rewarded. 

Buildings give you a sense of security. They are solid, settled and big, fixed on the ground. So you feel that 
nothing can harm you, or move you; you are lulled into a false sense of security. But at the end, we will all end 
up in our graves. 

Houses on the ground are s tangible, you tend to depend on them, and to feel secure. People want to buy 
land, even if they don’t have money, so they take loans. Buildings make you attached to dunya. 

 

إنَّ الرَّجَل ليؤجُر في كلِّ شيٍء 
إالَّ البناَء 
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Every deed of the son of 
Adam will be rewarded 
except construction. 


