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The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
إِنَّ اهللََّ َعزَّ َوَجلَّ يَُقوُل يَوَْم اْلِقيَاَمِة يَا ابَْن آَدَم َمرِْضُت فََلْم تَُعْدِني . َقاَل يَا 
رَبِّ َكيَْف أَُعوُدَك َوأَنَْت رَبُّ اْلَعامَلنَِي . َقاَل أََما َعلِْمَت أَنَّ َعبِْدي فاُلَنًا َمرَِض 
فََلْم تَُعْدهُ أََما َعلِْمَت أَنََّك َلوْ ُعْدتَُه َلوََجْدتَِني ِعنَْدهُ يَا ابَْن آَدَم اْستَطَْعْمتَُك 

فََلْم تُطِْعْمِني . َقاَل يَا رَبِّ وََكيَْف أُطِْعُمَك َوأَنَْت رَبُّ اْلَعامَلنَِي . َقاَل أََما َعلِْمَت 
أَنَُّه اْستَطَْعَمَك َعبِْدي فاُلٌَن فََلْم تُطِْعْمُه أََما َعلِْمَت أَنََّك َلوْ أَطَْعْمتَُه َلوََجْدَت 
ذَلَِك ِعنِْدي يَا ابَْن آَدَم اْستَْسَقيْتَُك فََلْم تَْسِقِني . َقاَل يَا رَبِّ َكيَْف أَْسِقيَك 

َوأَنَْت رَبُّ اْلَعامَلنَِي َقاَل اْستَْسَقاَك َعبِْدي فاُلٌَن فََلْم تَْسِقِه أََما إِنََّك َلوْ َسَقيْتَُه 
َوَجْدَت ذَلَِك ِعنِْدي  

Verily, Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, would say on the Day of 
Resurrection: O son of Adam, I was sick but you did not visit 

Me. He would say: O my Lord; how could I visit Thee whereas 
Thou art the Lord of the worlds? Thereupon He would say: 

Didn't you know that such and such servant of Mine was sick 
but you did not visit him and were you not aware of this that if 

you had visited him, you would have found Me by him? O son of 
Adam, I asked food from you but you did not feed Me. He would say: My Lord, how could I feed Thee whereas 
Thou art the Lord of the worlds? He said: Didn't you know that such and such servant of Mine asked food from 
you but you did not feed him, and were you not aware that if you had fed him you would have found him by My 

side? (The Lord would again say: ) O son of Adam, I asked drink from you but you did not provide Me. He 
would say: My Lord, how could I provide Thee whereas Thou art the Lord of the worlds? Thereupon He would 

say: Such and such of servant of Mine asked you for a drink but you did not provide him, and had you 
provided him drink you would have found him near Me.

صحيح مسلم ، حديث 2569# 

This hadith tells us that in life we are dealing with Allah, not people, even if we are interacting with people. You 
think you are doing something for a person, but actually all your actions are directed towards Allah. There are 
three actions mentioned in this hadith : visiting the sick, feeding people, giving water to people. All of them 
involve people. We see people, but Allah has disclosed the reality of tawheed to us. The means make them a 
test, but you must strive to think only of Allah, whatever you do. 

The Day of Judgement is the place of recompense, but Allah tells us what will happen then. We must know 
Allah before we ponder upon this hadith, or there can be deviations. Don’t try to make any pictures of Allah 
when you read the situations mentioned; Allah does not resemble 
any of His creation. 

We cannot see Allah. He is making the concept of tawheed 
clear to us. So He says ‘I was sick’, and your faith tells you this 
is not possible. 

To visit a sick person is فرض الكفاية, obligatory in the way that if 
one or a group of people from the community go and visit the 
sick person, this is sufficient for all, and the requirement is 
fulfilled. 

When Allah says the person who visits the sick will find Allah 
there, it means that he will attain the reward of Allah. When you 
visit the sick, you are in one of the gardens of Jannah until you 
return. Allah will be with you with His companionship. This 
encourages you to make your goal Allah. 

The mercy of Allah, His reward is what matters. Feeding people 
also invokes the reward of Allah. When you are approached by 
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Whoever visits the sick, or visits his 
brother in Allah (faith), a caller calls 
out: May you have goodness and 

livelihood be good, and may you dwell 
in an adobe in Paradise.



someone for food, you are dealing with Allah. The same concept is for giving water to a thirsty person. This 
gives a clear assurance that you are dealing with Allah, and He is dealing with you directly. In the same way, 
when you give sadaqah, it goes in the hands of Allah before the person. If you say good words to someone, 
they first go to the ears of Allah. This is for bounties of Allah. The food and drink are insignificant when 
compared to the reward of Allah. 


