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Surah Al-Hijr is about protection; this is a need of everyone. We 
want protection for all aspects of our lives. The main thing which 
needs protection is our deen and faith. 

The حفظ or protection is not dependent on tangible means. Allah 
gives us the example of the nation of Thamud, also known as the 
dwellers of the cliffs. They were so strong as established, they 
carved their houses out of the rocky cliffs they lived in. But this help 
them, because they were disbelievers. Allah is the One who 
protects. The means won’t protect you, only obedience to Allah will. 

The Quraysh rejected the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم, 
calling him a madman, a magician, a soothsayer, because he was 
human. For 40 years, he lived amongst them, and then suddenly, 
he brought the message, so they rejected him. They wanted 
angels. This was just asking for a more difficult test; angels are 
inflexible. 

Human beings are more easy going, they overlook and pardon and 
forgive. If the angels came with the message, no one would have 
an excuse to not believe. Angels are more difficult to deal with. 
When we are dealing with a person who is better than us, we are 
not comfortable. Angels are perfect creatures, and it is difficult to 
deal with perfection. You also cannot negotiate with the angels, the 

obey the commands of Allah. 

The angels do not come according to the wishes of people, they are sent by Allah with specific tasks. They are 
completely obedient, they have no emotions. Allah tells us the ancient story of the angels, to show us that they 
only take the word of Allah. The more strong your belief gets, the more you are like the angels, and the more 
you are a stranger in society. 

The angels are perfect, they speak and understand. So Allah informed them that He was creating a human 
being. The description of the human being in this surah is very humiliating and despicable, helpless, wet and 
rotting. But Allah commanded the angels that when He perfected this human being, and blew the soul in it, the 
angels should all fall into sujood. 

The angels had seen the way Aadam عليه السالم was created, but they didn’t object to the command of Allah. 
Not a single angel disobeyed, they all fell into prostration. 

The angels came in human form, as guests of ibrahim and 
Lut  عليهما السالم. They came in the way Allâh wanted them 
to, and they had certain tasks to fulfill. One received glad 
tidings, and the other solace and a warning for his nation.  

Ibrahim knew the angels didn’t come only to give him the 
good news of a son, so he asked them. They came with the  
punishment for the nation of Lut عليه السالم.  

When the angels come, and you see them, it’s time over. Death is approaching and imminent. There are four 
stories in this surah, of ibrahim عليه السالم, and the nations of Lut, Shuaib, and Saleh عليهم السالم. After all the 
stories, Allah mentions the commands to His Messenger صلى اهلل عليه وسلم.  

The muttaqi is like the angels, he does everything for the sake of Allah. This person may be disliked by other 
people, but he has a pure relationship with Allah.  

And inform them about the guests of 
Ibrahim 



The scent changes to important news which is 
being given to the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 something which was unseen previously, and ,وسلم
is now being disclosed.  

The disbelievers wanted the angels to come, so 
Allah tells them about the angels.  

The word نبأ refers to news of import :  
 💠  Apparent and recognized
💠  Raised and highlighted 
💠  Bring out something which is hidden, like a seed 
sprouting out from the earth  
💠  Forsake, take to a far place 

This story is mentioned in Surah Hud and Surah 
Adh-Dhariat also, in different ways, according to the theme of the surah.  


