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Allah is األّول, He will bring the 
means, so don’t be stressed, and 
don’t rely on the means. Allah is 
 He will bring the results. You ,اآلخر
are in the middle, and this keeps 
you balanced.  

Allah is so far, above the seventh 
heaven, He rose above His throne 
in a manner suiting His majesty. 
But He is so close to you with His 
seeing and hearing and 
knowledge. He knows everything 
about you, He even knows what 
you are thinking.  

Allah brings clear signs for you, in 
the form of the Book, which is 
Divine knowledge.  Allah also sent 
iron, which is physical might. 
Both are means. These are the 
two strengths, علمیة and عملیة, 
knowledge and application. This 
is where the jihad is required. 
When you take care both aspects, 
you are balanced.  

There is a group who ignores the iron, the 
physical strength, 
and focuses only 
on the spiritual 
aspect, those who 
forsake tangible 
action for the 
monastic way of 
life.  This is not a 
balance. When 

you take care of your deen and your outer actions, you 
are balanced. 

إسم هللا الظاھر 
Linguistic Meaning  
The word الظاھر is derived from ظَْھر, the back, and the 
verb ظَھََر, to make apparent.  
▪ The back gives support and help. It gives an 
impression of solidity and strength. At the same time, any pain in the back is overpowering.  
▪ The verb form means to appear, to make clear, and elevate; when something is raised it it apparent.  
▪ Another diverse meaning of this word is the unseen; you cannot see your back.  

َلَقْد أَرَْسْلنَا رُُسَلنَا ِباْلبَيِّنَاِت َوأَنزَْلنَا 
َمَعُهُم اْلِكتَاَب َوامْلِيزَاَن لِيَُقوَم النَّاُس 
ِباْلِقْسِط ۖ َوأَنزَْلنَا اْلَحِديَد ِفيِه بَأٌْس 
َشِديٌد َوَمنَاِفعُ لِلنَّاِس َولِيَْعَلَم اهللَُّ َمن 
يَنُصرُهُ َورُُسَلُه ِباْلَغيِْب ۚ إِنَّ اهللََّ َقوِيٌّ 

َعِزيزٌ 
We have already sent Our 

messengers with clear 
evidences and sent down with 

them the Scripture and the 
balance that the people may 

maintain [their affairs] in 
justice. And We sent down 

iron, wherein is great military 
might and benefits for the 

people, and so that Allah may 
make evident those who 

support Him and His 
messengers unseen. Indeed, 
Allah is Powerful and Exalted 

in Might.
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ثُمَّ َقفَّيْنَا َعَلىٰ آثَارِِهم ِبرُُسلِنَا 
َوَقفَّيْنَا ِبِعيَسى ابِْن َمْريََم َوآتَيْنَاهُ 
اإْلِنِجيَل َوَجَعْلنَا ِفي ُقُلوِب الَِّذيَن 

اتَّبَُعوهُ رَأْفًَة َورَْحَمًة َورَْهبَاِنيًَّة 
ابْتََدُعوَها َما َكتَبْنَاَها َعَليِْهْم إاِلَّ 
ابِْتَغاَء رِْضوَاِن اهللَِّ فََما رََعوَْها 

َحقَّ رَِعايَِتَها ۖ فَآتَيْنَا الَِّذيَن آَمنُوا 
ِمنُْهْم أَْجرَُهْم ۖ وََكِثيٌر مِّنُْهْم 

فَاِسُقوَن 
Then We sent following their 
footsteps Our messengers 
and followed [them] with 

Jesus, the son of Mary, and 
gave him the Gospel. And 
We placed in the hearts of 

those who followed him 
compassion and mercy and 

monasticism, which they 
innovated; We did not 

prescribe it for them except 
[that they did so] seeking 
the approval of Allah . But 
they did not observe it with 
due observance. So We 

gave the ones who believed 
among them their reward, 

but many of them are 
defiantly disobedient.

سورة الحدید  
57:27 

المعنى اللغوي  



Allah is so clear, but we cannot see Him. He created you, supports and guides you, provides for you. His ayaat 
are so clear, He clarifies everything for us, but He is unseen, we can’t see Him tangibly. Allah made some 
things apparent, like the sky, the people, etc. Some of the creations are unseen for us, like our veins, and nerves 
and heart. Some knowledge is known by us, and some is made apparent for us in time. Allah will clarify some 
matters if He wills. There are some things which will be made apparent on the Day of Judgement. Sometimes 
there is a physical sickness in your body which you don’t know, which appears at the time when Allah wants. 
Whatever is hidden is a mercy from Allah. Don’t be curious about the hearts of people, they are not apparent to 
you. Maybe if you knew what was in the hearts of people, you would be hurt.  

All the discoveries made by the people are of things which already exist. The story of the Companions of the 
Cave is an example. They were hidden for hundreds of years, and when they woke up, they didn’t want to be 
discovered, but Allah chose the time for them to be revealed.  

The scholars have different angles for the name of Allah الظاھر.  

▪الظاھر على كل شيء علما والباطن على كل شيء علما  
The name of Allah الظاھر is associated with knowledge. Nothing is hidden from Allah. For us, when we are 
sitting in one place, some things are unseen and some are apparent. But with Allah, nothing is hidden from 
Him. At the same time, Allah knows all the smallest hidden mysteries. Your apparent and your hidden is the 
same for Allah.  

▪ الظاھر ھو العالي فوق كل شيء فال شيء أعلى منھ  
Allah is above everything, none is above Him. His view is unlimited, He knows and sees everything. He 
encompasses all matters.  

▪ظھر العقول  
Allah is so apparent, that when you talk about Him, it appears in your mind. Allah explains things as if we can 
see them. Allah appears to the intellect with signs of His existence. The harmony of the universe show His 
perfection. All the beauty around us is a sign of the Creator. His mercy is all around us. The stories of the 
Qura’an make the picture so clear in our minds with the words of Allah. The parables of the Qura’an make 
apparent the intangible concepts, such as shirk.  


