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Sheikh Ibn Uthaymeen said that people are 
two groups. One group makes dunya their goal, and the other uses the dunya for Allah. We cannot divorce the 
dunya from our lives, but we can strive to prevent it from entering our hearts. Then whether you get it or not, 
you will not be bothered. Use whatever Allah gave you, time, money, husband, children, for His pleasure. Don’t 
get attached to anything. 

In this hadith, the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم tells us a situation which will occur in the future, of riches 
which will be at the disposal of the Muslims. 

We will see the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم on the Day of Judgement in different places. He will be 
present at امليزان, the Scale, in which the deeds will be weighed. He will also be present at الصراط, the Sirat, the 
bridge all the Muslimeen will have to cross, which is thinner than a strand of hair, and sharper than a sword. It 
will be stretched on top of the hellfire, and will be embellished with hooks and thorns. The Messenger of Allah 
 .will also be present at the Tank of Al-Kawther, giving the Muslimeen water in cups like stars صلى اهلل عليه وسلم

Allah revealed some unseen matters to the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم, such as the Jannah, and the 
hellfire. So he was also told of the doors of riches which Allah would open for the Muslims. We can see this 
now in the countries of the Middle East, such as the United Arab Emirates, the opulence and richness and 
comforts of which cannot be found anywhere else in the world. This transformation began in the time of the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. The Muslims opened different countries, and the wealth began to pour on 
them. The Muslims in turn introduced their customs, such as a bathroom or hammam. The Muslims were so 
clean in the middle of the desert, with a dearth of water, while most of the world was languishing in the dark 
ages, when they bathed once a year, amongst other unclean practices. The Muslim world was so advanced, 
while the rest of the world was in darkness. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم was afraid of the believers competing with each other for dunya. 
Human beings love competitions, they are naturally competitive. Everyone wants to have the upper hand, 
even if they don’t show it. So we compete in possessing the latest designer bag, the latest clothes, shoes, 
hairstyle, jewellery, mobile phone, etc. We want our children to be the best in studies, go to the best 
educational institutes, use the best and latest gadgets....the list goes on and on. It is all about dunya. 

When you yearn for dunya, making it your goal, you are giving it the power to make you happy and sad in your 
eyes, and this is a form of shirk. Don’t leave the dunya, but control your urge to compete. Hold your heart. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم went out and 
offered the funeral prayer for the martyrs of the (battle of) 

Uhud and then ascended the pulpit and said : 
إِنِّي فَرَطُُكْم َوأَنَا َشِهيٌد َعَليُْكْم، َوإِنِّي َواهللَِّ ألَنْظُُر إَِلى َحوِْضي اآلَن، 
َوإِنِّي َقْد أُْعِطيُت َمفَاِتيحَ َخزَاِئِن األَرِْض ـ أَْو َمفَاِتيحَ األَرِْض ـ َوإِنِّي 

َواهللَِّ َما أََخاُف َعَليُْكْم أَْن تُْشرُِكوا بَْعِدي، َوَلِكنِّي أََخاُف َعَليُْكْم أَْن 
تَنَافَُسوا ِفيَها. 

I am your predecessor and I am a witness upon you. By 
Allah, I am now looking at my Tank-lake (Al-Kauthar) and I 
have been given the keys of the treasures of the earth (or 

the keys of the earth). By Allah! I am not afraid that after me 
you will worship others besides Allah, but I am afraid that 
you will start competing for (the pleasures of) this world.
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