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In this hadith, the 
Messenger of Allah 
 gives the صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
example of animals to 
illustrate the lust for 
dunya. 

The Messenger of Allah 
 is a father صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
figure for all the believers. 
He is afraid for us, when 
the dunya is laid wide 
open for us. 

The dunya is not a 
measure of the love of 
Allah; it is a test. Don’t 
make dunya your goal. 

Those who are always talking about the dunya, even if they are 
complaining about it, are attached to the dunya, otherwise they 

wouldn’t care enough to discuss it 
continuously. 

The example of dunya that the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
gave us in this hadith is a flower in 
full bloom, so attractive and 
beautiful. The dunya is a test so 
there is no benefit in looking at the 
test of another person; this is 
cheating. 

Good will only bring good. The 
beauty of dunya will only produce 
evil of you are evil. How we use the 
dunya is what matters. Dunya is 
green and glowing and attractive, 
and the people who make it their 

goal will consume its green freshness, 
like livestock consuming the vegetation. 

The sheep which eats 
too much will die. The 
more you indulge in 
dunya, the more it will 
fill your heart, killing 
your feelings. Too 
much money, wealth, 
property, possessions, 
will kill your heart. 

The other sheep is clever; it eats the crops selectively, and 
then it digests it. When you are in moderation, you will not die 

for the dunya. Digest the dunya, and you are at peace. Be 
selective with the dunya, don’t take it all. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 : said عليه وسلم

إِنَّ أَْكثََر َما أََخاُف َعَليُْكْم َما يُْخِرجُ اهللَُّ 
َلُكْم ِمْن بَرََكاِت األَرِْض - زَْهرَةُ الدُّنْيَا. 
الَ يَأِْتي اْلَخيُْر إاِلَّ ِباْلَخيِْر، إِنَّ َهذَا امْلَاَل 

َخِضرَةٌ ُحْلوَةٌ، َوإِنَّ ُكلَّ َما أَنْبََت 
، إاِلَّ آِكَلَة  الرَِّبيعُ يَْقتُُل َحبَطًا أَْو يُلِمُّ
اْلَخِضرَِة، أََكَلْت َحتَّى إِذَا اْمتَدَّْت 
ْمَس،  َخاِصرَتَاَها اْستَْقبََلِت الشَّ

فَاْجتَرَّْت َوثََلطَْت َوبَاَلْت، ثُمَّ َعاَدْت 
فَأََكَلْت، َوإِنَّ َهذَا امْلَاَل ُحْلوَةٌ، َمْن أََخذَهُ 
ِبَحقِِّه َوَوَضَعُه ِفي َحقِِّه، فَِنْعَم امْلَُعونَُة 
ُهوَ، َوَمْن أََخذَهُ ِبَغيِْر َحقِِّه، َكاَن الَِّذي 

يَأُْكُل واَلَ يَْشبَعُ  
The thing I am afraid of most for 

your sake, is the worldly 
blessings which Allah will bring 
forth to you - the pleasures of 
the world.Good never brings 

forth but good. This wealth (of 
the world) is (like) green and 

sweet (fruit), and all the 
vegetation which grows on the 
bank of a stream either kills or 
nearly kills the animal that eats 

too much of it, except the 
animal that eats the vegetation. 

Such an animal eats till its 
stomach is full and then it faces 
the sun and starts ruminating 

and then it passes out dung and 
urine and goes to eat again. 
This worldly wealth is (like) 
sweet (fruit), and if a person 

earns it (the wealth) in a legal 
way and spends it properly, then 

it is an excellent helper, and 
whoever earns it in an illegal 

way, he will be like the one who 
eats but is never satisfied.
صحيح البخاري ، حديث 6427# 
 (Part of a longer hadith)

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

َوإِنَّ اهللََّ تََعاَلى يُْعِطي امْلَاَل َمْن أََحبَّ َوَمْن الَ 
، واَلَ يُْعِطي اإِليَماَن إاِلَّ َمْن يُِحبُّ  يُِحبُّ

Allah Almighty bestows wealth on those 
He loves and those He does not love. He 

only gives faith to those He loves.
األدب املفرد ، كتاب #1، حديث 275#

اَل تَُمدَّنَّ َعيْنَيَْك إَِلىٰ َما َمتَّْعنَا ِبِه 
أَزَْواًجا مِّنُْهْم واََل تَْحزَْن َعَليِْهْم 
َواْخِفْض َجنَاَحَك لِْلُمؤِْمِننَي 
Do not extend your eyes 
toward that by which We 
have given enjoyment to 
[certain] categories of the 
disbelievers, and do not 
grieve over them. And 
lower your wing to the 

believers
سورة الحجر  

15:88



The best of people were 
the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah صلى 
 They were .اهلل عليه وسلم
present during the 23 
years of the golden age of 
Islam, the met the 
Messenger of Allah صلى 
 and interacted ,اهلل عليه وسلم
with him. The next best 
generation was the 
Tabi’een, those who met 
and interacted with the 
Sahabah, and took their 
teachings. The generation 
following this one, the 
Tabi’een At-Tabi’een, 
didn’t see the Sahabah, but 
they met the Tabi’een, and took their teachings which they got from 
the Sahabah. Though the Muslim population is greater now, the good 
ones are less and less. 

There was a common factor 
between them; they were not 
selfish, they shared their 
knowledge, and helped society. 
They didn’t run after dunya, 

panting for it, yearning for it. They 
controlled their hearts from coveting what others possessed. It is best to 
restrict your eyes. When you know you cannot buy something from an 
expensive shopkeeper don’t go there. The shaitan will then tempt you, 
and you may of something haram to acquire it. 

The problem is not he availability of the dunya, but the competition in 
acquiring it. The lesser your fear of Allah becomes, the more the dunya 
will be important for you. The previous generations of believers didn’t care 
about the dunya, so the dunya was in their hands. They didn’t attach or 
worldly possessions, didn’t let them enter their hearts. They had so much 
wealth and property, but this didn’t move their hearts. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 : said عليه وسلم

َخيْرُُكْم َقرِْني، ثُمَّ الَِّذيَن يَُلونَُهْم، ثُمَّ 
الَِّذيَن يَُلونَُهْم. ثُمَّ يَُكوُن بَْعَدُهْم َقوٌْم 
يَْشَهُدوَن واَلَ يُْستَْشَهُدوَن، َويَُخونُوَن 

واَلَ يُؤْتََمنُوَن، َويَنِْذُروَن واَلَ يَفُوَن 
َمُن  َويَظَْهُر ِفيِهُم السِّ

The best people are my 
contemporaries (i.e., the present 
(my) generation) and then those 
who come after them (i.e., the 

next generation). And after them 
there will come people who will 
bear witness, though they will 

not be asked to give their 
witness; and they will be 

treacherous and nobody will 
trust them, and they will make 
vows, but will not fulfill them, 

and fatness will appear among 
them.

صحيح البخاري ، حديث # 6428
(Part of a longer hadith)

ُكنتُْم َخيَْر أُمٍَّة أُْخرَِجْت لِلنَّاِس 
تَأُْمرُوَن ِبامْلَْعرُوِف َوتَنَْهوَْن َعِن امْلُنَكِر 

َوتُؤِْمنُوَن ِباهللَِّ ۗ َوَلوْ آَمَن أَْهُل اْلِكتَاِب َلَكاَن 
َخيْرًا لَُّهم ۚ مِّنُْهُم امْلُؤِْمنُوَن َوأَْكثَرُُهُم 

اْلفَاِسُقوَن 
You are the best nation produced [as 
an example] for mankind. You enjoin 
what is right and forbid what is wrong 

and believe in Allah . If only the 
People of the Scripture had believed, 
it would have been better for them. 
Among them are believers, but most 

of them are defiantly disobedient.
سورة آل عمران  

3:110 

اِبُقوَن  اِبُقوَن السَّ َوالسَّ
And the forerunners, the 

forerunners 
أُولَِٰئَك امْلَُقرَّبُوَن 

Those are the ones brought 
near [to Allah ]

ِفي َجنَّاِت النَِّعيمِ 
In the Gardens of Pleasure

ثُلٌَّة مَِّن اأْلَوَّلنَِي 
A [large] company of the 

former peoples
َوَقلِيٌل مَِّن اآْلِخِريَن 

And a few of the later peoples
سورة الواقعة 
56:10-14




