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Shirk is the greatest 
oppression and injustice. 

َمثَُل الَِّذيَن اتََّخذُوا ِمن ُدوِن 
اهللَِّ أَْولِيَاَء َكَمثَِل اْلَعنَكبُوِت 
اتََّخذَْت بَيْتًا ۖ َوإِنَّ أَْوَهَن 

اْلبُيُوِت َلبَيُْت اْلَعنَكبُوِت ۖ َلوْ 
َكانُوا يَْعَلُموَن 

The example of those 
who take allies other than 

Allah is like that of the spider 
who takes a home. And 

indeed, the weakest of homes 
is the home of the spider, if 

they only knew.
  سورة العنكبوت

29:41 

Those who commit shirk someone rather than Allah as an ally : a 
companion, helper and supporter. This is so weak, just like a 
spider’s web; which looks so strong, but is broken by the smallest 
swipe. 

 
ُحنَفَاَء هللَِِّ َغيَْر ُمْشرِِكنَي ِبِه ۚ َوَمن يُْشرِْك ِباهللَِّ فََكأَنََّما َخرَّ ِمَن 

َماِء فَتَْخطَفُُه الطَّيُْر أَْو تَْهوِي ِبِه الرِّيحُ ِفي َمَكاٍن َسِحيقٍ  السَّ
Inclining [only] to Allah , not associating [anything] 
with Him. And he who associates with Allah - it is 

as though he had fallen from the sky and was 
snatched by the birds or the wind carried him down 

into a remote place.
سورة الحج  

22:31 

The one doing shirk is so weak, even a bird can 
snatch it away. Allah mentions a small animal like 
bird, which is so light. The wind can sway him, 
blowing him far away. 

َضرََب اهللَُّ َمثاًَل رَُّجاًل ِفيِه ُشرََكاُء ُمتََشاِكُسوَن َورَُجاًل َسَلًما لِّرَُجٍل َهْل يَْستَوِيَاِن َمثاًَل ۚ اْلَحْمُد 
هللَِِّ ۚ بَْل أَْكثَرُُهْم اَل يَْعَلُموَن 

Allah presents an example: a slave owned by quarreling partners and another 
belonging exclusively to one man - are they equal in comparison? Praise be 

to Allah ! But most of them do not know.
سورة الزمر  

39:29 

Imagine one servant being shared with many masters, all with different and 
conflicting commands; this servant is always confused. In comparison, the 
servant who has only one master is at rest, because he has to obey and 
please only one person, so he knows what to do. In the same way, those who 
commit shirk, taking many gods, are always confused, whereas the one who 

worships only Allah is satisfied, he knows exactly what to do to please Him. 

الطیر

الریح



َلُه َدْعوَةُ اْلَحقِّ ۖ َوالَِّذيَن يَْدُعوَن ِمن ُدوِنِه اَل يَْستَِجيبُوَن َلُهم ِبَشيٍْء إاِلَّ َكبَاِسِط َكفَّيِْه إَِلى 
امْلَاِء لِيَبُْلغَ فَاهُ َوَما ُهوَ ِببَالِِغِه ۚ َوَما ُدَعاُء اْلَكاِفِريَن إاِلَّ ِفي َضاَلٍل 

To Him [alone] is the supplication of truth. And those they call upon besides 
Him do not respond to them with a thing, except as one who stretches his 
hands toward water [from afar, calling it] to reach his mouth, but it will 
not reach it [thus]. And the supplication of the disbelievers is not but in error      

[i.e. futility].
سورة الرعد  

13:14 

Imagine someone trying to drink water by stretching his hands towards it, instead of cupping them; try as he 
might, it is futile. This is shirk, it is futile, the mushrik will gain nothing by his worship. The false gods will not 
respond to your call, it is as impossible as trying to drink water in this way. 

َضرََب اهللَُّ َمثاًَل َعبًْدا مَّْمُلوًكا الَّ يَْقِدُر َعَلىٰ َشيٍْء 
َوَمن رَّزَْقنَاهُ ِمنَّا رِزًْقا َحَسنًا فَُهوَ يُنِفقُ ِمنُْه ِسرًّا 
َوَجْهرًا ۖ َهْل يَْستَوُوَن ۚ اْلَحْمُد هللَِِّ ۚ بَْل أَْكثَرُُهْم اَل 

يَْعَلُموَن 
Allah presents an example: a slave [who is] 
owned and unable to do a thing and he to 
whom We have provided from Us good 

provision, so he spends from it secretly and 
publicly. Can they be equal? 

Praise to Allah ! But most of them do not 
know.

سورة النحل  
16:75 

َضرََب َلُكم مَّثاًَل مِّْن أَنفُِسُكْم ۖ َهل لَُّكم مِّن مَّا َمَلَكْت 
أَيَْمانُُكم مِّن ُشرََكاَء ِفي َما َرزَْقنَاُكْم فَأَنتُْم ِفيِه َسوَاٌء 
ُل اآْليَاِت  تََخافُونَُهْم َكِخيفَِتُكْم أَنفَُسُكْم ۚ َكذَٰلَِك نُفَصِّ

لَِقوْمٍ يَْعِقُلوَن 
He presents to you an example from 

yourselves. Do you have among those 
whom your right hands possess any 

partners in what We have provided for you 
so that you are equal therein [and] would 

fear them as your fear of one another 
[within a partnership]? Thus do We detail 
the verses for a people who use reason.

سورة الروم  
30:28 

Shirk, associating partners or rivals with Allah, is of two kinds, major and minor. Major shirk nullifies all good 
deeds. Minor shirk will render null the deed in which the shirk is included, such as seeking the praise of people 
in worship. 

Reliance 


