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It is human nature to be 
attracted to worldly 
possessions, to covet 
them. We cannot 
deny this, because 
Allah said it in the 
Qura’an. 

We like branded  
bags, expensive cars, 
well decorated 
homes, designer 
gowns, 
jewellery......the list 
goes on. 

Remember what Allah 
has is better than the 

dunya. 

You must have taqwa. 
You love the worldly 
possessions, but don’t make 
them your goal. Use them if 
you hav them, but don’t let 
them enter your heart; don’t 
think of them all the time. 
Use the dunya at your 
disposal to go to Jannah. 

The Sahabah were human, 
they were attracted to wealth 
just as we are. 

Abu ‘Ubaidah, one of the 
Sahabah, had been sent by 
the Messenger of Allah صلى 
 to collect the tax ,اهلل عليه وسلم
from one of the countries 
which were under the control 
of the Muslims, but were not 
Muslims themselves, so they 
had to pay taxes, in return of 
which they could live 

peacefully in Muslim lands, 
and practice their religion freely. 

When the Sahabah heard of his return with the tax money, they 
were all excited, and crowded around him. This is just like any 
company which earns a huge profit, so the employees are excited 
because they will get a bonus and other benefits. 

Look at the gentle and indulgent response of the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. He didn’t reprimand 
them, saying that they shouldn’t desire the dunya, or that they didn’t learn when he taught them not to consider 
the dunya as important. He smiled at them.

Amr b. `Auf, who was an ally of Banu `Amir 
b. Luwayy (and he was one amongst them) 

who participated in Badr along with the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم, 

reported that the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 sent Abu `Ubaida b. Al-Jarrah to عليه وسلم

Bahrain for collecting Jizya and the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم had 
made a truce with the people of Bahrain 
and had appointed `Ala' b. Hadrami and 

Abu `Ubaida (for this purpose). They came 
with wealth from Bahrain and the Ansar 

heard about the arrival of Abu `Ubaida and 
they had observed the dawn prayer along 

with the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم. 
When the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه 
 had finished the prayer, they (the وسلم

Ansar) came before him and the Messenger 
of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم smiled as he saw 

them and then said: 
أظنُّكم سمعتُم أنَّ أبا عبيدةَ قِدم بشيٍء من 

البحرين ؟  
I think you have heard about the arrival of 

Abu `Ubaida with goods from Bahrain. 
They said: 

 أجل . يا رسوَل اهللِ !
 They said: Allah's Messenger, yes, it is so. 

Thereupon he said: 
 فأبِشروا وأمِّلوا ما يُسرُّكم . فواهللِ ! ما الفقَر

 أخشى عليكم . ولكني أخشى عليكم أن تُبسَط
 الدنيا عليكم كما بُِسطْت على من كان

 قبلكم .فتنافَسوها كما تنافَسوها . وتُهلَككم
 كما أهلكتْهم.

Be happy and be hopeful of that which 
gives you delight. By Allah, it is not the 

poverty about which I fear in regard to you 
but I am afraid in your case that (the 

worldly) riches way be given to you as were 
given to those who had gone before you 
and you begin to vie with one another for 

them as they vied for them, and these may 
destroy you as these destroyed them. 
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َهوَاِت ِمَن النَِّساِء  زُيَِّن لِلنَّاِس ُحبُّ الشَّ
َواْلبَِننَي َواْلَقنَاِطيِر امْلَُقنطَرَِة ِمَن الذََّهِب 

ِة َواْلَخيِْل امْلَُسوََّمِة َواأْلَنَْعامِ  َواْلِفضَّ
َواْلَحرِْث ۗ ذَٰلَِك َمتَاُع اْلَحيَاِة الدُّنْيَا ۖ َواهللَُّ 

ِعنَدهُ ُحْسُن امْلَآِب 
Beautified for people is the love of 
that which they desire - of women 
and sons, heaped-up sums of gold 
and silver, fine branded horses, and 

cattle and tilled land. That is the 
enjoyment of worldly life, but Allah 

has with Him the best return.
ُقْل أَؤُنَبِّئُُكم ِبَخيٍْر مِّن ذَٰلُِكْم ۚ لِلَِّذيَن 
اتََّقوْا ِعنَد َربِِّهْم َجنَّاٌت تَْجِري ِمن 

تَْحِتَها اأْلَنَْهاُر َخالِِديَن ِفيَها َوأَزَْواجٌ 
رَةٌ َورِْضوَاٌن مَِّن اهللَِّ ۗ َواهللَُّ بَِصيٌر  مُّطَهَّ

ِباْلِعبَاِد 
Say, "Shall I inform you of 

[something] better than that? For 
those who fear Allah will be gardens 
in the presence of their Lord beneath 
which rivers flow, wherein they abide 
eternally, and purified spouses and 
approval from Allah . And Allah is 

Seeing of [His] servants 
  سورة آل عمران
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It’s natural to love the dunya, be honest with yourself, we love good things, and our comforts. Don’t be harsh to 
someone who is attracted to dunya. We see this attitude a lot in religious people. Teach them gently. So the 
Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم teased them gently, asking them if they had come for the money. 

The Sahabah were so honest and transparent. We think of them as super pious and rigid, but they were 
normal people. They admitted their attraction, whereas we would never have admitted it if we were in their 
place. They didn’t want to be sly and cunning like a fox, and conceal their natural inclinations. To deny your 
natural feelings is trickery and resembles hypocrisy, and can break you eventually. You sometimes hide things 
to create a good impression, you don’t want people to know your feelings, but you know your heart. The 
Sahabah were the best human beings, but they didn’t want to show themselves as so pious and ideal people. 
The angels were like this, they said what was in their hearts, while Iblees had sicknesses in his heart, and he 
tried to portray himself as very good and pious. We are human, don’t pretend to be perfect. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم gave the Sahabah glad tidings, saying they would get more than this 
wealth in the future. As Allah opened the earth for them, and more and and more countries were taken, the 
wealth was showered upon them. 

Then he gave them the advice. He knew this was a 
test, and they should benefit from it. He was not afraid 
of poverty for them, because the test for poverty is 
sabr, and that is relatively easier. The test for 
abundance is note difficult and deceiving. He was more 
afraid of the dunya stretching wide before them, open 
and vast. They would surely have plenty of 
opportunities to acquire wealth in abundance. This 
condition leads to make crimes and sins, of indulgence 
into haram and oppression. You must be aware of this, 
because the wealth can change you, so don’t indulge 
in it. 

Don’t compete in acquiring dunya. If you have it, thank 
Allah, and use it to please Him. If you don’t have it, ask 
Allah. Don’t look at the possessions of another and 
covet them. Don’t compete with each other in dunya. 
Sometimes we have hidden competitions with family 
and acquaintances. If there is any competition, then you will be occupied with it, thinking of it day and night. 

أَْلَهاُكُم التََّكاثُُر 
Competition in [worldly] increase diverts you

َحتَّىٰ زُرْتُُم امْلََقاِبَر 
Until you visit the graveyards.

َكالَّ َسوَْف تَْعَلُموَن 
No! You are going to know.

ثُمَّ َكالَّ َسوَْف تَْعَلُموَن 
Then no! You are going to know.

َكالَّ َلوْ تَْعَلُموَن ِعْلَم اْليَِقنيِ 
No! If you only knew with knowledge of certainty...

َلتَرَُونَّ اْلَجِحيَم 
You will surely see the Hellfire.

ثُمَّ َلتَرَُونََّها َعنْيَ اْليَِقنيِ 
Then you will surely see it with the eye of certainty.

ثُمَّ َلتُْسأَُلنَّ يَوَْمِئٍذ َعِن النَِّعيمِ 
Then you will surely be asked that Day about pleasure.
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