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The boys were afraid of being recognized; they didn’t know that after 
hundreds of years, the people whom they had fled from in the past no 
longer existed. Allah wanted everyone to know their story, even though 
they tried so hard to conceal it. 

The people of the area had since converted to Christianity. The boys were 
recognized by their currency, which they had sent with one of the boys to 
purchase the food. This money was hundreds of years old, and the story 
of the boys who disappeared was well known as a legend. 

Whatever the means, Allah revealed their story. This had two reasons. 
🔺   صالح الناس

To reform the people 

🔺   زيادة أجر لهم
To increase their reward 

The story of the dwellers of the cave would be so beneficial for the people, 
and would increase their belief and reform them when they saw the boys 
with their own eyes. They were a sign of the ability of Allah, and also that 
Allah always fulfills His promises. The emphasis here is on resurrection. 
Just as Allah made these boys sleep for 309 years and then made them wake up, their bodies perfectly 
preserved, so He is Able to resurrect the dead. So all the promises of Allah, about the Day of Judgement, the 
recompense etc, would also be fulfilled. When people dispute about the Day of Judgement, this story is 
evidence of its truth. This will remain until we read the Qura’an, so it is reform for those who read their story as 
well. 

Allah will preserve the one who sacrifices his life for his religion. In the matters of deen, when you are 
undergoing the trial, you need complete clarity of the matters, and you need to be certain of the promises of 
recompense. If you are on the truth, Allah will preserve you, and recompense you. So this story is reform for us 
too, as it will increase the certainly of the believer, and be evidence against the disbelievers. 

Allah revealed their story so that their reward would increase as well, because so many people would benefit 
by it. All the decisions and actions of Allah are good. When everyone found out about them, Allah elevated 
their ranks. The people were confused by the Day of Judgement, some believed and some didn’t, so Allah 
made it clear by their example. 

The boys now has so much value in the eyes of the people. They were persecuted for their deen in this same 
place where now they were honoured. The most precious thing you have is your deen. Even if you are rejected 
and ridiculed by the people, Allah will honour and preserve you. Now the wanted to commemorate them by 
building a monument on top of their cave. The leaders decided that they would build a place of worship there. 
This would be a visible sign of their story. 

It is haram for the Muslims to build a place of worship on the grave of someone; the boys were buried in the 
cave. 

وََكذَٰلَِك أَْعثَرْنَا َعَليِْهْم لِيَْعَلُموا أَنَّ 
اَعَة اَل َريَْب  َوْعَد اهللَِّ َحقٌّ َوأَنَّ السَّ
ِفيَها إِذْ يَتَنَازَُعوَن بَيْنَُهْم أَْمرَُهْم ۖ 
بُُّهْم  فََقاُلوا ابْنُوا َعَليِْهم بُنْيَانًا ۖ رَّ
أَْعَلُم ِبِهْم ۚ َقاَل الَِّذيَن َغَلبُوا َعَلىٰ 
أَْمرِِهْم َلنَتَِّخذَنَّ َعَليِْهم مَّْسِجًدا 
And similarly, We caused 
them to be found that they 
[who found them] would 
know that the promise of 

Allah is truth and that of the 
Hour there is no doubt. 
[That was] when they 

disputed among 
themselves about their 
affair and [then] said, 

"Construct over them a 
structure. Their Lord is 

most knowing about them." 
Said those who prevailed in 
the matter, "We will surely 
take [for ourselves] over 

them a masjid."
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This move by the community which had rejected them in the past was a great honour for them, showing the 
respect the people had for them. The boys had fled to the cave because they were afraid of being prevented 
from worshipping Allah, and now their cave would be a place of worship for others. Whoever strives to protect 
his deen, Allah will preserve and protect him. Anyone who wants the well-being, and goes to Allah, he will be 
accommodated. Allah will make him a means for the guidance of others. At the end of their lives, they will have 
honour. 

Your deen is the biggest gift that Allah bestowed upon you; if you strive to preserve it, Allah will preserve you. 


