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The boys woke up from their deep and long sleep, and they were 
awakened so that they would question each other, about how long they  
slept in the cave. They were confused, was it a day, or part of a day? They 
weren’t sure. Though that slept for 309 years, it didn’t seem a long time to 
them. A day is the maximum they could imagine themselves sleeping. 

Their bodies were so well taken care of by Allah, it didn’t cross their minds 
that they slept for long. To stop any argument, they agreed that Allah knew 
best. Referring all matters to Allah stops all arguments and differences of 
opinions. 

Nothing is in vain. The boys were afraid for their deen, and took refuge in 
the cave. Allah surrounded them with His mercy. When you rely on Allah, 
He will never disappoint you. He will always take care of you. 

When they were confused, they believed that Allah would surely know the 
exact amount of time they spent sleeping in the cave. Allah will be with 
you as you think of Him. If anyone is seeking the truth, go to Allah, and He 
will show you the wisdom. 

There was a wisdom behind making the boys wonder how long they had 
slept; this was the main point of the matter. 

They had woken up after hundreds of years, and were very hungry. So 
they pooled their money and allocated one of the boys to go to the market 
and buy some food for them. These boys all belonged to wealthy families, 
and were used to eating good food, so they instructed the boy who was 
going to the city to search for the best and most delicious food. 

They were afraid that if all of them went, they would be noticed by the 
people, and seized by them. So they decided that only one of them would 
go. They didn’t want a lot of food, jus enough for them to eat. The boy who 
was going was told to be quiet and discreet, so that he was not noticeable, 
and no one would notice his presence. 

This also showed that the cave was close to the city, but still no one could discover them, in all these years. 
The boys were all connected, so if one of them was found, he would lead to all them in the cave. They were 
afraid that if they were found, they would be tortured, or made to return to disbelief. They were afraid for their 
religion. 

وََكذَٰلَِك بََعثْنَاُهْم لِيَتََساَءُلوا 
بَيْنَُهْم ۚ َقاَل َقاِئٌل مِّنُْهْم َكْم َلِبثْتُْم ۖ 
َقاُلوا َلِبثْنَا يَوًْما أَْو بَْعَض يَوْمٍ ۚ 

َقاُلوا َربُُّكْم أَْعَلُم ِبَما َلِبثْتُْم 
ِذِه إَِلى  فَابَْعثُوا أََحَدُكم ِبوَرِِقُكْم هَٰ
امْلَِدينَِة فَْليَنظُْر أَيَُّها أَزَْكىٰ طََعاًما 
فَْليَأِْتُكم ِبرِزْقٍ مِّنُْه َوْليَتََلطَّْف واََل 

يُْشِعَرنَّ ِبُكْم أََحًدا 
And similarly, We 

awakened them that they 
might question one 

another. Said a speaker 
from among them, "How 
long have you remained 
[here]?" They said, "We 
have remained a day or 
part of a day." They said, 

"Your Lord is most knowing 
of how long you remained. 
So send one of you with 

this silver coin of yours to 
the city and let him look to 
which is the best of food 
and bring you provision 
from it and let him be 

cautious. And let no one be 
aware of you.

إِنَُّهْم إِن يَظَْهرُوا َعَليُْكْم يَرُْجُموُكْم 
أَْو يُِعيُدوُكْم ِفي ِملَِّتِهْم َوَلن 

تُفْلُِحوا إِذًا أَبًَدا 
Indeed, if they come to 

know of you, they will stone 
you or return you to their 
religion. And never would 
you succeed, then - ever.
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