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Iblees has an 
ancient enmity with 
the human beings. 
He is the head of all 
the evil. He hates 
you, he is your 
enemy from before 
you were born. He 
hates anyone who is 
named insan. Forget 
all the people you 
hate, He is your 
enmity, no one else. 
He doesn’t want 
anything good for 
us. 

Allah commanded 
him to prostrate to 

Aadam عليه السالم, and when Allah asked him why he didn’t obey, he said 
his famous statement, أنا َخيٌْر ِمنُْه, I am better than him. Did Allah put them 
in competition? No. Did Allah say Aadam was better than Iblees? No. 
Allah simply gave a command. Iblees was the one to say he was created 
from fire, and Aadam from clay. 

The shaitan refused to prostrate to Aadam because logically it didn’t 
make sense that someone made of fire makes sujood to someone made 
of clay. This was his arrogance and pride. What is his mission? To 
obstruct us from every door of good. 

The way of Allah is very clear. If the shaitan can be so determined and 
persistent for evil, why can’t we be as persistent and determined for 
good? 

When someone is not doing good, the shaitan will not put obstacles in 
his path. This is why we see people put themselves in physical 
challenges, endurance tests, marathons, training at dawn, while they find 
it difficult to wake up for Fajr prayers. Any other appointment will be easy 
to meet, such as an early morning flight, a late night movie, but not 
worship. The people who indulge in innovations will do so much 
tirelessly, but they will find applying a single sunnah difficult. 

The shaitan is in no hurry, he will wait patiently, preparing his trap very 
well before he attacks. He will observe you, note your weakness. He 
wants his plot to be successful. 

جهات األربعة 
The Four Directions 

 The shaitan will come to you from four directions, from before you,
 behind you, from your right and left. He cannot come from the top,
 because the mercy of Allah is above you. He cannot come between you
 and Allah. Only four directions are allowed to him. When you seek refuge

َوَلَقْد َخَلْقنَاُكْم ثُمَّ َصوَّرْنَاُكْم ثُمَّ ُقْلنَا 
لِْلَماَلِئَكِة اْسُجُدوا آِلَدَم فََسَجُدوا إاِلَّ 

اِجِديَن  إِبْلِيَس َلْم يَُكن مَِّن السَّ
And We have certainly created 
you, [O Mankind], and given 
you [human] form. Then We 

said to the angels, "Prostrate to 
Adam"; so they prostrated, 

except for Iblees. He was not of 
those who prostrated.

َقاَل َما َمنََعَك أاَلَّ تَْسُجَد إِذْ أََمرْتَُك ۖ َقاَل 
أَنَا َخيٌْر مِّنُْه َخَلْقتَِني ِمن نَّاٍر َوَخَلْقتَُه 

ِمن ِطنيٍ 
[ Allah ] said, "What prevented 

you from prostrating when I 
commanded you?" [Satan] 

said, "I am better than him. You 
created me from fire and 
created him from clay."

َقاَل فَاْهِبْط ِمنَْها فََما يَُكوُن َلَك أَن 
تَتََكبََّر ِفيَها فَاْخُرجْ إِنََّك ِمَن 

اِغِريَن  الصَّ
[ Allah ] said, "Descend from 

Paradise, for it is not for you to 
be arrogant therein. So get out; 

indeed, you are of the 
debased.

َقاَل أَنِظرِْني إَِلىٰ يَوْمِ يُبَْعثُوَن 
[Satan] said, "Reprieve me until 
the Day they are resurrected."

َقاَل إِنََّك ِمَن امْلُنظَِريَن 
[ Allah ] said, "Indeed, you are 

of those reprieved."
َقاَل فَِبَما أَْغوَيْتَِني أَلَْقُعَدنَّ َلُهْم 

ِصرَاطََك امْلُْستَِقيَم 
[Satan] said, "Because You 
have put me in error, I will 

surely sit in wait for them on 
Your straight path.

ثُمَّ آَلِتيَنَُّهم مِّن بنَْيِ أَيِْديِهْم َوِمْن 
َخْلِفِهْم َوَعْن أَيَْماِنِهْم َوَعن َشَماِئلِِهْم ۖ 

واََل تَِجُد أَْكثَرَُهْم َشاِكِريَن 
Then I will come to them from 
before them and from behind 
them and on their right and on 
their left, and You will not find 
most of them grateful [to You]."
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 with Allah, he will go away.

The shaitan can see us, but we can’t see 
him. But Allah has warned us about him. We 
don’t see his attack, but we can understand 
it. Dunya is between your hands, and in front 
of you. So his first attack is with the dunya. 

❶ Between the hands. The shaitan will 
beautify the dunya, so that it’s ugliness is 
hidden, and you are attracted ro it. 

The shaitan has the ability to advertise for 
dunya, to make it look attractive, when 
actually it is ugly. He will present the dunya 
with so much fanfare. The nafs is weak, and 
the desires for dunya will make it run behind it. 

Now that we know this is a a trap of the shaitan, when the 
dunya attracts us, we must remember that this is the shaitan 
coming to us from between our hands. 

The shaitan also beautifies the woman whine she leaves her 
house uncovered. She may be in the worst condition, but the 
shaitan will make her look like the most beautiful in the eyes 
of the men. 

Don’t leave the dunya, but realize that it’s glamour is the role 
of the shaitan. 

❷ From behind you. What is behind us? The 
akhirah. The shaitan will make doubts enter our 
minds about the hereafter, because we can’t see 
it. This can make us heedless, not giving it any 
importance. 

Use the dunya to believe in the akhirah. In this 
way, you deal with two attacks with one counter 
attack. If you like something of the dunya a lot, 
remind yourself of the akhirah. If you see a plate 
of ibeautifully decorated food, remind yourself of 
Jannah and the food that will be served there. So 
you trick the shaitan in this way, and slowly, he 
will retreat from this front. 

The attack of the shaitan will depend on what 
attracts you. Don’t surrender, be determined and 
strong, remain firm, don’t ever take off your 
armour. Even when you sleep, your armour, the 
Ayat Al-Kursee, is beside you. 

❸ From the right side. The shaitan will 
discourage you from any obedience. You will 
really want to read the Qura’an, but the shaitan 
will come to discourage you. When you feel yourself feeling demotivated from any kind of worship, be aware 

َهوَاِت ِمَن النَِّساِء َواْلبَِننَي  زُيَِّن لِلنَّاِس ُحبُّ الشَّ
ِة َواْلَخيِْل  َواْلَقنَاِطيِر امْلَُقنطَرَِة ِمَن الذََّهِب َواْلِفضَّ

امْلَُسوََّمِة َواأْلَنَْعامِ َواْلَحرِْث ۗ ذَٰلَِك َمتَاُع اْلَحيَاِة الدُّنْيَا ۖ 
َواهللَُّ ِعنَدهُ ُحْسُن امْلَآِب 

Beautified for people is the love of that which 
they desire - of women and sons, heaped-up 
sums of gold and silver, fine branded horses, 

and cattle and tilled land. That is the 
enjoyment of worldly life, but Allah has with 

Him the best return.
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that the shaitan is attacking you from the right side. He will give you so many excuses to not do some 
goodness. 

Sometimes there are two good deeds before you, so he will make you choose to one with less reward. So be 
alert, don’t let your guard down. When you seek refuge with Allah, by saying the istiadha, أعوذ باهلل من الشيطان 
 .this burns him, he can’t stand it, and runs away ,الرجيم

❹ From the left side. The shaitan will encourage you to do an evil deed, or a sin. Someone harms you, and 
you want to transgress, by backbiting and slandering him. The shaitan will say you should let out steam, that 
Allah will forgive you. He will come to you again and again, coerce you to do the sin. He will push and push 
until you slip. 

These are the four directions from which the shaitan will attack you, whisper persistently in a very soft voice. 


