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من كيده عجيب يشام النفس 
From the strange tricks of the shaitan, he will ‘smell’ the 
human Ben. He will examine his quarry closely, as if 
sniffing his scent to know his strengths and weaknesses. 

We all belong to one of two categories. 
▪ Category A: Strength of bravery and being 
foremost in all situations. This person is always 
ready to go forward. He is the spokesman for 
people. He wants to be First in everything. 
▪ Category B : Biddable, Keeping a low profile, 
always stays behind, doesn’t jump into things. 

Sometimes we skip between the two categories 
according to the situation. But one of these 
categories overpower the other. You must analyze 
yourself to discover which one you belong to deep down within you. The shaitan watches you, but you don’t 
see him, so he can observe you in different situations, and see which category is dominant in certain 
circumstances. 

If the shaitan sees the majority of your character in the first category, of bravery and confidence, he will try to 
mislead you by whispering to you that you are not doing enough, that you must work more and harder. He will 
make you feel worthless and guilty, show you your deeds as worthless. The shaitan can make a person 
obsessed, broken, stressed, in despair. This category of person will take everything intensely, and can become 
an extremist. This person will read the adhkar 1000 times instead of 100. He will not be able to behave 
normally with people. He must be assured of the mercy of Allah, that he should not rely on his deeds to take 
him to Jannah, and not to worry if he makes a mistake. They can go to the extent that they are unhappy in life, 
never satisfied, think of ending their lives. The suicide bombers are also from this group. They don’t accept any 
lightheartedness, and are unforgiving. Their nature is intense and the shaitan pumps them up. If they commit a 
sin, they will lose all hope and kill themselves. 

The second category is easy going, so the shaitan will make them more lazy. They need only a little 
encouragement to sit and while away their time. This group needs to be motivated by being told about the 
punishments of Allah, and the hellfire. 

Our deen is moderation. But we have these two tendencies; either we will do too little or too much. The 
treatment for both groups is different, and this needs wisdom. Allah only makes those people firm who are on 
the middle path; don’t let yourself stray on either side. 



There are some practical examples of the tricks of the shaitan for both categories, which will make it more 
clear. 
🔺 Purification. The shaitan will make category A repeat his wudoo again and again, bringing ahadeeth about 
the consequences of not doing wudoo properly. The shaitan starts with purification for anyone who comes into 
deen. For category B, he will he will convince them that they don’t have to do their wudoo well, or focus on it. 
🔺 Charity. The shaitan will convince the category A to give everything, and be left destitute, while for category 
B, he will demotivate them, making them give lesser than what they had intended.  
🔺 Food. The shaitan will trick the category A to eat more and more, exaggerating in eating, while he will tell 
category B to eat less and less, until they harm their bodies. Category A may even go into eating haram, while 
category B will become vegetarian, or even vegan. 
🔺 Socializing. Category A will do too much, always being with people, leaving no time to themselves. 
Category B will do too less, becoming recluses, avoiding meeting people. 
🔺 With messengers and people of position. The shaitan will trick category A into idolizing them, verging on 
shirk. The category B will not respect them at all. 

Both these categories, when they fall into the trap of the shaitan, are conquered by him, both are following 
their desires. Taqwa for category A is to hold himself back, while taqwa for category B is to strive to do more. If 
you see someone, for instance, being too respectful to those in high position, maybe this is his taqwa. We 
cannot judge anyone, because we don’t know his battle. 


