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The first story is about the fitnah of deen. It begins with a question which is 
for negation. Don’t ever think that the story of the people of the cave, which 
was inscribed, is a strange and amazing sign of Allah. Allah can show you  
signs even stranger than this. 

When we don’t know Allah, everything seems so strange, but when we know 
Allah, we realize nothing is difficult for Allah. Allah is preparing a platform for 
us before the story begins. The main reason for the ayaat is not to be 
amazed by them, but to differentiate the truth from the falsehood, the 
guidance from the misguidance. Just reading the stories and being amazed 
by them shows a lack of knowledge and intellect. 

This story is very strange in our minds, but we must remember Allah is the 
Greatest; this will bring balance when receiving these great signs. The job of  
the believer is to ponder upon the signs which Allah sends forth, to reflect 
upon them, to use his intellect to come to the truth. Thus is the way to 
knowledge, and brings certainty to the knowledge. 

The beginning of the story is included in the first ten Verses, the 
memorization of which will give protection from the trials of the Dajjal. The 
greatest fitnah is when a person is tested with his faith, when he faces mockery and criticisms for his faith. The 
deen is our capital. To put someone in difficulty for his deen is he greatest trial. We are human, weak, easily 
affected; we react. We need the protection of Allah, and a ‘cave’ to retreat to. 

The boys, all of whom were less than 10 years of age, retreated into a particular cave, which Allah guided 
them to. This cave signifies shelter and protection, comfort and solace. They were young, and were afraid of 
themselves. 

The place where your deen is protected is a very special place, and a great blessing. There were many boys in 
the cave, they were not alone, because the one who is alone is fair game for the shaitan. There is safety in 
numbers. To be with people and struggle to be good to them is better than to be alone. 

The boys didn’t know each other, they were strangers. But Allah put them together. Never underestimate the 
study circle, the people there are put together by Allah, although they may be strangers to each other before. 
They all have one goal, Allah. They want to protect their deen, and are afraid of the deviations and disbelief 
around them. 

You cannot be complacent once you’re in your ‘cave’ either. You must be alert at every moment. Don’t become 
attached to your cave, or the people, or the leader. When your goal is so high, the protection of your deen, 
then all the small desires must be dismissed. The cave is just a means; take it, but don’t be attached to it. 
Connect only with Allah, and make du’a. 

The boys in the cave made du’a ro allah, with His name Ar-Rabb. They realized they were being nurtured. 
Every situation we are placed in nurtures us. It similar to setting a bone which is dislocated. There is a crack, a 
sharp pain, and then it is fixed in its place, and heals. In dunya, we ate dislocated from the fitrah, and must be 

أَْم َحِسبَْت أَنَّ أَْصَحاَب اْلَكْهِف 
َوالرَِّقيمِ َكانُوا ِمْن آيَاِتنَا َعَجبًا 

Or have you thought that 
the companions of the cave 

and the inscription were, 
among Our signs, a 

wonder? 
إِذْ أََوى اْلِفتْيَُة إَِلى اْلَكْهِف 
فََقاُلوا َربَّنَا آِتنَا ِمن لَُّدنَك 
رَْحَمًة َوَهيِّئْ َلنَا ِمْن أَْمرِنَا 

رََشًدا 

[Mention] when the youths 
retreated to the cave and 
said, "Our Lord, grant us 
from Yourself mercy and 
prepare for us from our 
affair right guidance." 
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brought back. The nurturing is painful, a sharp crack, and we are brought back to the straight path. 

The boys asked Allah for a special mercy, which protects from evil, and guides to the good, to be guided until 
the end, which is ar-rushd. 


