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And it is He who subjected the sea for you to eat from it tender meat and 
to extract from it ornaments which you wear. And you see the ships 
plowing through it, and [He subjected it] that you may seek of His bounty; 
and perhaps you will be grateful. 

Allah also subjected the sea for us, and prepared it to meet our different benefits. Without this action of Allah, 
no one could have approached the sea, with all its danger. It is as if the sea is preserving the fish for us, and 
we retrieve the fresh, delicate and delicious flesh whenever we want to consume it. Also from the sea, we find 
adornments, in the form of pearls, coral and mother of pearl. 

We see huge ships ploughing through the water, going to far off places, carrying passengers, their luggage, 
loads of cargo goods, trading goods, etc. All these blessings must be attributed to Allah. He showers us with 
blessings so that this generates gratitude within us. 

And He has cast into the earth 
firmly set mountains,  
lest it shift with you,  
and [made] rivers and roads, that you may be guided 

Allah has cast anchors into the earth, in the shape of mountains, to keep it stable, so that the creation can live 
on it. He also made rivers, which originate in far off mountains, and flow down, to bring us the precious water 
which we use to drink, water our animals, and irrigate our fields. Allah created landmarks and natural 
pathways, which led people to the most remote corners of the earth, and inhabit them. There are no signposts, 
been landmarks mark the way. Allah made it easy for them to reach these deserted areas, this is guidance 
from Allah. 

The way to Jannah is marked clearly by قال اهلل وقال الرسول, the Qura’an and the Sunnah. When you follow these 
landmarks, you will guided to Jannah. If you enjoy the tangible blessings of Allah, and don’t connect with Him, 
it is useless. Guidance is upon Allah, but it is upon the person to accept it. Allah knows who deserves to be 
guided, and who will accept Hs guidance. 

And landmarks. And by the stars they are [also] guided. 

There are landmarks in the sky too. The lodestar will guide 
the travellers in the darkness of the night. The stars can show us the time, date and month. These are some of 
the tasks given to the stars. The messengers are also like lodestars, they guide us to the straight path. The 
stars are high in the sky, elevated, and so are the messengers, they will surely guide. To go to Jannah, we 
must use the landmarks of the Qura’an and Sunnah, the guidance of the stars, the messengers, and the 
transport provided for us, our eating, seeing, understanding and hearts. 



Then is He who creates like one who does not 
create? So will you not be reminded? 

This ayah presents a rhetorical question for self analysis, to make us realize the truth. Can the One who 
created everything be equated with someone who didn’t create anything? In the previous ayaat, Allah has 
mentioned His great creations, and different blessings. Only Allah is worthy of your worship and devotion. He 
is the Creator, the Disposer of the affairs of His creation. Make Allah One in your worship and devotion. 

And if you should count the favors 
of Allah , you could not enumerate 
them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving  
and Merciful. 

Allah is the only One who provides. If you try to count His numerous blessings, you will never succeed. Even 
your shukr can never encompass His blessings. We are showered with countless blessings every second of 
our lives. Allah protects us from so many problems, and this is also a blessing. Each blessing is so detailed 
and intricate, containing countless other blessings within it. 

Our shukr is very little. But Allah says He is the Oft Forgiving, the Most Merciful. He accepts what little 
gratitude we offer, and forgives us our shortcomings and faults. His mercy is vast. The forgiveness of Allah is 
connected to His mercy. No one is like Allah in any way. It is a great blessing that Allah is the One dealing with 
us, and no one can influence this. Our Rabb is the One who forgives us, and is so Merciful to us. Allah knows 
us more than we know ourselves. 


