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The story of Aadam عليه السالم is repeated because in life, people 
take in the roles of the members of that story. Don’t fall into the trap 
of the shaitan, don’t follow his footsteps. 

The intensity of the surah increases with the story of Aadam عليه 
 when Iblees refused to obey Allah, when He commanded ,السالم
him and the angels to make sujood to Aadam عليه السالم. Iblees 
thought he was better than Aadam, who was created clay. In this 
surah, Allah doesn’t mention the knowledge which He bestowed 
pink Aadam. The test was that Allah chose someone lowly over the 
angels and Iblees. The angels didn’t have any objection, but Iblees 
did. 

When a believer doesn’t understand a command, their attitude is 
 The angels didn’t object per se to the command .[انك أنت العليم الحكيم]
of Allah, they just wondered why Allah was creating a human being, 
when they knew that mankind would spread mischief on earth. 
When we look around us now, we see that the angels were right, 
the majority of mankind is corrupt. But they also knew that it was 
the decision of Allah, and He knew best. So they submitted to the 
command of Allah, and fell into prostration before Aadam عليه السالم. 

No one but 
the shaitan 

objected to the command, the sickness in his heart 
was triggered by Aadam عليه السالم. The shaitan looked 
down upon Aadam عليه السالم, and this is an evil sin. 
The shaitan accused Allah of misleading him! استغفر 
 He vowed to Allah that he would mislead the .اهلل
people in turn. Allah tells us all this so that we can be 
aware, and protect ourselves from the enmity of the 
shaitan. 

Do your deeds secretly, with sincerity, for the sake of 
Allah, and the shaitan will not be able to harm you. The 
moment they are out, he will try to spoil them. 

What is taqwa? To guard yourself from reacting with the shaitan’s tricks. So guard your tongue. Those who will 
enter Jannah will be the muttaqeen. They will have some grudge in their hearts in the dunya, but they will 
suppress it, and won’t react with it; it will be removed in Jannah. This rancor cannot be removed, except by 
Allah. In Jannah, no one will have any enmity with each other. It is not easy to face the shaitan, and suppress 
your feelings, so in Jannah, they will have no tiredness, and will never leave it. 

The angels knew that the atmosphere on earth will be conducive to spread the evil, so they questioned the 
decision, not to disobey or object, but to understand. Angels are made of light, and jinn are made of fire. 
Aadam was made of clay, so lowly. But Allah honoured this clay creation. The angels were obedient, and Allah 
honoured them too, gave them such important tasks. The angels obey without desires or comments. Imagine if 
the two recording angels were humans, nothing would be secret, and they would add their comments with the 
recording, and also would discuss it amongst themselves. Human beings are weak, and need protection. 
Angels are solid, they are not affected by situations, and they don’t react with their desires. We cannot be like 
the angels, but we must make jihad, struggle against our inclinations. We must understand our nature. 

And We did certainly create man out of 
clay from an altered black mud. 

َ َلُهْم ِفي اأْلَرِْض وأََلُْغوِيَنَُّهْم  َقاَل رَبِّ ِبَما أَْغوَيْتَِني أَلُزَيِّننَّ
أَْجَمِعنَي 

[Iblees] said, "My Lord, because You have put 
me in error, I will surely make [disobedience] 
attractive to them on earth, and I will mislead 

them all
إاِلَّ ِعبَاَدَك ِمنُْهُم امْلُْخَلِصنَي 

Except, among them, Your chosen servants."
سورة الحجر  

15:39-40



Aadam عليه السالم is the father of mankind, and Iblees is the father of the jinn. The story is repeated so many 
times so that we can understand our nature, and are nurtured. Aadam عليه السالم was the first human, and we 

all carry his characteristics. 
The word إنسان comes from 
two roots : نسي, to forget, 
and أِنَس, to be familiar. The 
insan is a social creature, 
he needs to live mangos 
people, he can’t live alone. 
We also forget, and need 
reminders. 

The word صلصال is from 
 ,something hollow ,صلصلة
which will reverberate, and 
ring with sound. This word 

is used specifically for clay pottery, which is dried. When you make something with wet clay, it is soft, and must 
be dried to become rigid, either in the sun, or baked in a kiln. When it is dry, it has a sound, and rings when 
tapped; it is hollow. So Allah created Aadam in this way, fashioned him with wet clay, and then let him dry. The 
shaitan watched this whole process, not understanding what was going on. The صلصال is the middle stage of 
the creation of Aadam. Every stage had its characteristics, and have an impact on our nature and structure. 

This is not all, the clay with which Allah created Aadam was left to rot, and then, when it putrefied, becoming 
black, and smelling awful, then Allah used it to make the body of Aadam. This clay was left to rot for a long 
time. Now we can understand the revulsion of Iblees, when he was commanded to prostrate to a creature 
which was fashioned from this putrid clay. The test of arrogance comes when someone lower than you advices 
or teaches or informs you about something. 

All of us have characteristics of this rotten blackening clay, so don’t be arrogant, don’t think of yourself as 
great. Allah didn’t accept this behavior from Iblees, who is of a totally different nature, so what about us? 

Maybe Aadam was placed in Jannah, propped up to dry. Imagine from this lowly substance, Allah made the 
human being, perfected it, made it the best of the creations. Allah is املصور, the One who fashions the creation.  
A perfect creation from such putrid matter. Our life is based on mud, moisture, smell; moist, rotting, smelly, 
blackening mud, changing its characteristics. This is why we change so quickly, our moods are always 
fluctuating. 


