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وُهنَّ  َوإِن طَلَّْقتُُموُهنَّ ِمن َقبِْل أَن تََمسُّ
َوَقْد فَرَْضتُْم َلُهنَّ فَِريَضًة فَِنْصُف َما 
فَرَْضتُْم إاِلَّ أَن يَْعفُوَن أَْو يَْعفُوَ الَِّذي 
ِبيَِدِه ُعْقَدةُ النَِّكاحِ ۚ َوأَن تَْعفُوا أَْقرَُب 

لِلتَّْقوَٰى ۚ واََل تَنَسوُا اْلفَْضَل بَيْنَُكْم ۚ إِنَّ 
اهللََّ ِبَما تَْعَمُلوَن بَِصيٌر 

And if you divorce them before you have touched them and you have already specified for 
them an obligation, then [give] half of what you specified - unless they forego the right or the 

one in whose hand is the marriage contract foregoes it. And to forego it is nearer to 
righteousness. And do not forget graciousness between you. Indeed Allah , of whatever you 

do, is Seeing. 

Allah is the Most Powerful, He can force everyone to follow the rules which He laid out, but He doesn’t, 
because then there would be no difference between a believer and a disbeliever. So it is an inner discipline. 
Only the one who is a muhsin will fulfill the conditions. 

This is a high level of deen, and it is very rare. The highest degree of the religion is ihsan, to worship Allah as if 
you can see Him. 
The least level of deen is Islam, which is the outer veneer. The second level, mo’min, has the faith in his heart, 
and it shows in his actions. The ihsan is the highest level, with the foundation beautified with excellence, so 
that every worship of excellent. 

You can do every action in life with ihsan, not only formal acts of worship. An extremely religious person will do 
everything well. His behaviour will be the best. So a muhsin shows his excellent behaviour in a broken 
relationship too. 

This ayah speaks about divorce without a 
physical relationship, like the previous ayah, but 
there is an added condition. In the previous 
ayah, Allah tells us how to proceed with the 
divorce when the mahr has not yet been 
assigned. The husband had not yet committed 
an amount, and they decided to divorce. No 
mahr was assigned, and the marriage was also 
not consummated. 

In this ayah, the situation is slightly different. The 
marriage isn’t consummated, but the dowry has 
been decided upon. 

When there is a separation, feelings are hurt, so 
there should be some compensation. The dowry 
is an obligation, just like the five daily prayers. 
Allah preserves the relationships, and protects the 
feelings. 

Allah makes everything fair. So the husband should give half the dowry to his wife in this situation. The greater 
the amount decided, the more difficult it will be to give, specially as the relationship is not going to be 
continued. But it makes no sense to continue the marriage so that he doesn’t have to give the money to his 
wife, in the face of irreconcilable differences. To live in a marriage with hatred would be daily torture. Terminate 
the contract, give the money, it is better than crying every day. This can be applied to other relationships too, 



such as friendship. If you have a friend who makes you sin, it is better to give up this friendship. If you have a 
maid who always gives you trouble, don’t keep her just for your convenience. Thus doesn’t apply to the blood 
relationships, those must be maintained at any cost. But the relationships which can be terminated, should be 
if there is no hope for them to be able to be continued. Choose people who you like to be around you if you 
have the choice. Understanding and trust is important for harmony. 

Half the amount of the mahr is obligatory for everyone who divorces his wife in this situation, not only the 
muhsin. This is fair, but there is a higher level than that of justice; it is better to pardon. To remain on the 
boundary is difficult. So half the amount of the dowry which was decided upon is the right of the woman who is 
divorced before the marriage is consummated. But Allah encourages both parties to pardon. 

The wife may decide to return the mahr which she received; this is considered pardoning. She gives up hr right 
for the pleasure of Allah. In return, Allah will elevate her in ranks, and honour her. In the second case, the 
husband may pardon the wife, by giving her the full amount of the mahr. These people who give up their rights 
for the sake of Allah are not of this dunya. The may walk on the ground, but they are with Allah. 

Allah described the man as the one in whose control the marriage contract is. This contract is a serious 
commitment, and the husband is in control. The human being loves money, so the one who pardons is on a 
higher level. Allah is the One who made all these detailed rules. It is the wisdom of Allah that He gave the 
power to make this decision to the man. Women are emotional, and easily pressured and persuaded to make 
a decision by others. 

Allah encourages pardoning by saying it is closer to taqwa. Don’t follow the desires, hold yourself. She gives 
up her share, or he gives her more than her share, for the sake of Allah. Taqwa is required from us, and the 
way to be closer to attaining taqwa is to pardon. Both parties struggle to control their desires. 

 


