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   is a large cave, big enough to الكهف 
fit several people in it. This is 
different from الغار, which is a small 
cave, with room for only one or two 
people, such as Al-Hira and Al-
Thawr. 

The theme of Surah Al-Kahf 
is : 

العصمة من الفنت
Refuge from the trials

You cannot take refuge 
alone, you need people with 
you. So al-Kahf is like a vast 
shelter for many people, far 
from civilization, away from 
others. 

Surah Al-Kahf is like this 
cave or shelter, taking you 
far away and protecting you 
from the different trials you 

face among people. This surah gives you the effect of a cave. In which you 
can withdraw. The trials mentioned in this surah are the main ones we can 
face in life, through the ages. 

 ,The trial of the religion  when the dunya distracts a person  الدين ❶
and he faces pressure from the people around him to give up his deen, or 
which affects his deen. So you need a cave in which you can take refuge 
and strengthen your deen. 

The boys who took shelter in the cave were all from different backgrounds, 
but they gathered together because they feared they would lose their deen. 

كان رجل يقرأ سورة الكهف، وعنده فرس مربوط بشطنني فتغشته 
سحابة فجعلت تدنو، وجعل فرسه ينفر منها. فلما أصبح أتى النبي 
صلى اهلل عليه وسلم ، فذكر له ذلك فقال : " تلك السكينة تنزلت 

للقرآن" 
A man was reciting Surat Al-Kahf, and a horse was tied 
with two ropes beside him. As he was reciting, a cloud 

overshadowed him, and as it began to come nearer and 
nearer, the horse began to trample voilently. The man 

came to the Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) in the morning and 
mentioned the incident to him. He (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, "That was 
tranquillity which descended as a result of the recitation 

of the Qur'an."
متفق عليه ، رياض الصالحني ، كتاب #9، حديث 998#

The Messenger of Allah صلى 
  : said اهلل عليه وسلم

ِل ُسورَِة  َمْن َحِفَظ َعْشَر آيَاٍت ِمْن أَوَّ
اِل  اْلَكْهِف ُعِصَم ِمَن الدَّجَّ

If anyone learns by heart the 
first ten verses of the Surah 
al-Kahf, he will be protected 

from the Dajjal.
صحيح مسلم ، حديث 809#

 The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه
: said وسلم 

من قرأ سورةَ الكهِف في يومِ الجمعِة ، 
أضاء له من النوِر ما بني الجُمعتنَيِ

 Whoever reads Surah Al-Kahf on
 Friday will be given a light until the

 next Friday
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So Allah guided 
them to the cave; 
this was a miracle. 
In deen, we need 
companions. 

Be patient and 
remain with this 
group of people, 
who remember 
Allah all the time. These people are not your desired ones, so you must 
have patience to remain with them. You must be with these people who 
remember Allah day and night with sincerity. Don't be distracted with the 
dunya. 

 The trial of wealth and  املال واألوالد ❷

offspring  Allah gives an example of a man with his companion, 
boasting about his gardens and children. These blessings affected 
His belief in the hereafter. This trial can make a person unjust and 
oppressive, 
making him incline towards his wealth, deceiving him into 
believing his good fortune would be eternal. Nothing happens 

without the will of Allah. 

❸ The trial of Iblees  he 
is your clear enemy, so 
why do you take him as 
your friend and ally? 

Iblees disobeyed Allah 
when he was commanded 

to prostrate to Aadam عليه السالم. What a futile exchange to choose the shaitan 
instead of obeying Allah. 

 The trial of  العلم ❹
knowledge if you don't 
have patience while 

acquiring knowledge, Allah is the Most Generous, He will teach 
you, but it will be a little. Knowledge needs sabr. Musa عليه السالم 
was not patient with Al-Khidr, so he only learnt three things. Musa 
 had the knowledge of the legislation, while Al-Khidr had عليه السالم
practical knowledge of the decree and life, how to translate the 
actions of Allah. The theories look simple, but when you face them 
in life, you fail. 

 The trial of power and authority  this is  السلطة ❺
a great trial. Dhul Qarnain used his power and authority in 

the way Allah wanted. He was from with the people. If they did good, 
they were saved, and if they did evil, they would be punished. He was at the 
service of his subjects, developing society, motivating everyone to work. He 
never let himself forget that his power was from Allah. 

In each story, there is a solution, a lesson about how to be protected from the trials. There are different ‘caves’ 
for the mist severe trials in life. If we overcome these trials, we will be protected from the greatest trial, 
Ad-Dajjal. Surah Al-Kahf revives this in our minds every week so that we can deal with them when they come 
our way. Go back to your refuge every Friday, and reflect upon the trials you are facing, and analyze your 
actions. 

And keep yourself patient [by 
being] with those who call upon 
their Lord in the morning and 
the evening, seeking His 
countenance. And let not your 
eyes pass beyond them, 
desiring adornments of the 
worldly life, and do not obey 
one whose heart We have 
made heedless of Our 
remembrance and who follows 
his desire and whose affair is 
ever [in] neglect.

And he had fruit, so he said 
to his companion while he 
was conversing with him, "I 

am greater than you in 
wealth and mightier in 

[numbers of] men."

And [mention] when We said 
to the angels, "Prostrate to 
Adam," and they prostrated, 
except for Iblees. He was of 
the jinn and departed from the 
command of his Lord. Then 
will you take him and his 
descendants as allies other 
than Me while they are 
enemies to you? Wretched it is 
for the wrongdoers as an 
exchange.

Musa said to him, "May I follow you 
on [the condition] that you teach me 
from what you have been taught of 

sound judgement?" 
He said, "Indeed, with me you will 

never be able to have patience. 

Indeed We established him 
upon the earth, and We 
gave him to everything a 
way



The last ayah 
of the Surah 
tells us about
Al-Firdaus, the highest and best place in Jannah. 

The good deeds are mentioned in the beginning of the Surah as well. You 
must constantly do righteous good deeds. The reward is Al-Firdaus. Belief 

and good deeds are so essential before and after the trials. Then you will be upgraded. All the dwellers of 
Jannah will have done good deeds, but their levels are different. 

 

Indeed, those who have 
believed and done 
righteous deeds - they will 
have the Gardens of 
Paradise as a lodging,


