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There is no blame upon you if 
you divorce women you have 
not touched nor specified for 
them an obligation. But give 

them [a gift of] compensation 
- the wealthy according to his 

capability and the poor 
according to his capability - a 
provision according to what is 
acceptable, a duty upon the 

doers of good. 

The greatest catastrophe in a 
marriage is divorce. The relationship 
is cut with divorce, but the couple still 
must remain within their boundaries. 
They may both retaliate by maligning 
each other to their children, but this 
is wrong, it will create problems with 

the behavior of their children. Follow the boundaries of Allah. You cannot allow the bad feelings which are 
inevitable in a divorce to become hatred, leading to transgression. Any termination, whether a marriage, or job 
or friendship, must be without transgression. All separations must be معروف, with goodness. 

This ayah explains the procedure for divorce before any physical 
relationship. This can happen, so there is no need to feel humiliated 
or embarrassed. It is better to terminate the contract as soon as 
possible in the face of irreconcilable differences. The decision for 
the divorce is usually taken by the husband, but the wife can also 

decide to divorce. 

The children in a 
marriage belong to 
the father, and this is 
something the women 
have to accept. The 
man must look for a 
wife whom he can see 
in the role of the 
mother of his children. Men are usually attracted to beauty, but 
this is transient, she will not always remain beautiful. She may 
be sick, pregnant, become old. Think of her as the one who will 
raise your children. 

For a wife, the deen is enough, but for a husband, manners and 
character must also be looked at. If the husband has deen by no 
manners, the wife will be broken every day. Only deen may 
make the man harsh. The woman is like a glass vessel, so she 

The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ 
 : said وسلم

 تُْنَكُح اْلَمْرأَةُ ألَْربٍَع لَِمالَِھا َولَِحَسبَِھا َوَجَمالَِھا
یِن تَِربَْت یََداَك  َولِِدینَِھا، فَاْظفَْر بَِذاِت الدِّ
A woman is married for four 

things, i.e., her wealth, her family 
status, her beauty and her 

religion. So you should marry the 
religious woman (otherwise) you 

will be a losers.
صحیح البخاري ، حدیث #5090 

 The Messenger of Allah صلى هللا علیھ
: said وسلم 

 إذا جاءكم من ترضون دینھ وخلقھ فأنكحوه ، إال 
تفعلوا تكن فتنة في األرض وفساد عریض 

 رواه الترمذي 866 وصححھ األلباني في صحیح 
سنن الترمذي 1084 . 

If there comes to you one whose 
religious commitment and attitude 

pleases you, then marry [your female 
relative who is under your care] to 
him, for if you do not do that, there 

will be tribulation on earth and much 
corruption.



needs softness, or she will break. Someone who has a lot of deen, but is always fighting, is not the ideal 
husband. On the other hand, a man who does only the obligatory worship, but has a good character, he is 
better as a husband. The manners of a person are a result of his faith. If both the husband and wife are in 
deen, this prevents many problems. 

The dowry or mahr is obligatory upon the husband before he can consummate the marriage, but in this case, 
the divorce takes place before the relation, and maybe the mahr amount has also not been decided. In this 
case, she gets only the contract paper, no mahr and no relation; this can break the woman. 

Whenever a contract is terminated, there are some penalties. Marriage involves feelings. To console the 
woman, the man has to give her something from his 
wealth. This will comfort her broken heart. What will 
console her? Money and gifts. 

There is no fixed amount that should be given, it 
should be according to the capability and standard 
of the husband. This is fair. The man broke the 
contract, he didn’t give her any mahr, so he should 
compensate her on a way which makes her feel 
better about this whole situation. 

If the man has vast resources 
and wealth, he is obliged to 
give his ex wife according to his 
standard. If the man is poor, and has difficulties in life, he still has to give something to 
his ex wife. 

He must give her this in a good manner, not throw it at her, not show her that he did her 
any favours. It must be done with goodness. He may be angry and frustrated, but he 
can’t shout and humiliate her. His giving should be accompanied with goodness from 
beginning to end. All his actions should be done with a good attitude, that which is 
obviously good, even if you are not happy about it. 

Though there is no set amount that he must give, the scholars have given a guideline. The most expensive gift 
that he can give her is a servant, then money, and then clothes. 

The one who will feel himself obliged to do this is the muhsin, the one who does ihsan, works in perfection. 
The others will not follow these rules, or they will not fulfill them with the same urgency. It is your inner self 
which disciplines you. The muhsin will realize his responsibility, to give her some comfort after he broke her 
heart. 


