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There is no blame upon you if 
you divorce women you have 
not touched nor specified for 
them an obligation. But give 

them [a gift of] compensation 
- the wealthy according to his 

capability and the poor 
according to his capability - a 

provision according to what is  
acceptable, a duty upon the doers of good. 

The theme of Surah 
Al-Baqarah is املنهج, 
the curriculum of the 
deen. It comes after 
the du'a in Surah Al-
Fatihah. When we say 
  إهدنا الصراط املستقيم
guide us to the 
straight path, the 
whole Qura'an is 
opened for us. This is 
the lifestyle Allah 
wants you to follow. 
Allah answered your 
du'a and gave you the 
whole manhaj in 
Surah Al-Baqarah. 
After this comes 

Surah Aal Imran, which 
gives you firmness. 

You will find whatever you need to know in Surah 
Al-Baqarah. There are no doubts in this manhaj. Those who 
follow it are the muttaqeen, the pious. Those who don't are 
the kafireen, the disbelievers. Those who follow it only in the 
outer sense, while their hearts deny or doubt it, are the 
munafiqeen, the hypocrites. 

After the stories in Surah Al-Baqarah, come the legislations, 
the commands and prohibitions. There is a great deal of 
details about relationships, not marriage, but separations, 
because that is situation in which a lot of transgressions can 
occur. 

There are many rules for separation by divorce or death. 
There are so many technical points to follow on these difficult 
situations, and most people are either unaware or heedless. 

 The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم
said :

اْقَرؤوا القرآَن . فإنه يأتي يوَم القيامِة شفيًعا 
ألصحابه . اقَرؤوا الزَّهرَاَوين : البقرةَ وسورةَ آِل 

عمراَن . فإنهما تأِتيان يوَم القيامِة كأنهما َغمامتاِن 
. أو كأنهما َغيايتاِن . أو كأنهما ِفرْقاِن من طيٍر 
صوافَّ . تُحاّجان عن أصحابهما . اقَرؤوا سورةَ 

البقرِة . فإنَّ أَْخذَها بركٌة . وترَكها حسرةٌ . وال 
يستطيُعها البَطََلُة . قال معاويُة : بلغني أنَّ البطَلَة 
السحرةُ . وفي رواية : مثله . غير أنه قال : وكأنهما 

في كَليهما . ولم يذكر قول معاويَة : بلغني .
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Read the Qur’aan, for it will come on the 
Day of Resurrection to intercede for its 

companions [those who read it]. Read al-
Zahrawaan (the two bright ones), al-
Baqarah and Aal ‘Imraan, for they will 

come on the Day of Resurrection like two 
clouds or like two shades or two flocks of 
birds spreading their wings, pleading for 
those who recite them. Recite Soorat al-

Baqarah, for taking recourse to it is a 
blessing and giving it up is a cause of 

loss, and the magicians cannot confront 
it.



The rules for salah come in the middle of the divorce rulings, showing us that you must pray even when you 
are heart broken. Special emphasis is given to the asr salah. 

The word ُجناح comes from ََجنَح, to tilt to one side. In general. This ayah is about divorce before having an 
intimate physical relation. If you decide to do this, there is no harm. So a couple have the engagement, and 
then the marriage contract, so they are legally married. But they don't have a physical relation, haven't been 
alone with each other. Something may happen to make them turn away from each other, maybe the His and 
discovers some point which he cannot tolerate, and they decide to separate. 

The structured rules for divorce are to protect the fragile emotions of the woman, specially in this kind of a 
situation, when they are already married, the preparations for a reception are complete, the venue has been 
paid for, the wedding dress is ready. But if it is something they cannot tolerate, it is better to finish the marriage 
at this early point, rather than going on with it and getting divorced later. Marriage must be entered into with 
the intention that it is a lifelong commitment. If the couple have irreconcilable differences, it is better to 
terminate the union as soon as possible. It will break the heart of the woman, but it better to separate before 
any physical relationship is commenced, which will bring more complications. So Allah has allowed it. 

Allah takes care of the emotions of the women, so the husband must give his wife something as a 
compensation, in material terms. The scholars said that the maximum that the husband should give is a slave, 
which is an expensive commodity, and the least is clothes. He can give money, jewellery, a house, etc. There 
is no other religion which has such detailed rules. The husband is not obliged to give his wife anything in this 
situation, but Islam takes care of people, so he should give her something tangible to comfort her, even if he 
can't stay married to her. 

The divorce is final, don't leave the woman hanging. This is something which is allowed, and happens to 
people, so there is no need to feel humiliated and embarrassed. A close relationship like marriage needs 
attraction and love, not hatred. 

The Qura'an talks about this intimate situation in a very decent manner, so that anyone reading the Qura'an is 
not embarrassed. Islam teaches modesty and decency in all matters, in appearance and words. 


