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القاعدة التاسعة     

There are two parts for this hadith. There should 
be no harm done to anyone. 

The ال is used for negation, not for prohibition. 

The word ضرر comes from the verb ََّضر, to harm.
to harm unintentionally  ►   َضَرَر 

to harm intentionally  ►  ِضرَار  

Sometimes a person may be trying to benefit 
himself, and harm others inadvertently. This can 
happen commonly with neighbors. For instance, you have a tree in 
your garden which you water, but this water runs into the neighbour’s 
house and spoils their plants. 

In the other hand, someone may harm someone intentionally, without 
any benefit to himself. This is very wicked 
behaviour. 

In both cases, the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 gave this beautiful rule, no one should عليه وسلم
be harmed, in any manner. 

Negate all forms of harm, because it is wrong. 
We have no right to harm anyone. We are not 
living in isolation, we live in groups, in 
communities, towns and cities, so we must be 
careful of our behaviour, and try to not harm 
anyone. 

This rule is not a prohibition, but a negation. So 
we should try our best not to harm anyone. 

The harm with people can be in different forms, when something affects the body, wealth, children or livestock 
etc. It can be on different scales, with the harm being little or great. Be conscious of your actions, and try to 

 الَ ضَرَرَ وَالَ ضِرَارَ

There should be no harm intentionally or 
unintentionally  
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benefit others. Small actions can harm others, for instance, when you park too close to another car, so that 
they find it difficult to get in, or you spill water and others slip on it. So you must be careful all the time. If you 
think that your actions may harm anyone, don't do it. Don't be a cause of harm, even unintentionally. Try to 
benefit others, help them, remove any selfishness.

There are different ways in which harm can be brought upon intentionally. The nursing mother can be harmed 
by taking her child away, when there is an estrangement between the husband and the wife. 

People can be harmed with an unfair will, this is very common. It is a major sin when people alter the will. Allah 
is the One who has made the divisions of the inheritance. To make any change is harming people by usurping 
their rights of inheritance. This can lead to jealousy and hatred. 

There can be harm in divorce too, when the husband may take his wife back before her iddah, with the 
intention of harming her. This was a common practice in the time of jahiliyah. 

Be cautious of your actions, so that you don't harm anyone. 


