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مَنْ بَطَّأَ بِهِ عَمَلُهُ لَمْ يُسْرِعْ بِهِ نَسَبُهُ 
he who is slow-paced in doing good deeds, his (high) 

lineage does not make him go ahead. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
َمْن نَفََّس َعْن ُمؤِْمٍن ُكْربًَة ِمْن ُكرَِب الدُّنْيَا نَفََّس اهللَُّ َعنُْه 
َر  َر َعَلى ُمْعِسٍر يَسَّ ُكْربًَة ِمْن ُكرَِب يَوْمِ اْلِقيَاَمِة َوَمْن يَسَّ
اهللَُّ َعَليِْه ِفي الدُّنْيَا َواآلِخرَِة َوَمْن َستََر ُمْسلًِما َستَرَهُ 
اهللَُّ ِفي الدُّنْيَا َواآلِخرَِة َواهللَُّ ِفي َعوِْن اْلَعبِْد َما َكاَن 
اْلَعبُْد ِفي َعوِْن أَِخيِه َوَمْن َسَلَك طَِريًقا يَْلتَِمُس ِفيِه 

َل اهللَُّ َلُه ِبِه طَِريًقا إَِلى اْلَجنَِّة َوَما اْجتََمعَ َقوٌْم  ِعْلًما َسهَّ
ِفي بَيٍْت ِمْن بُيُوِت اهللَِّ يَتُْلوَن ِكتَاَب اهللَِّ َويَتََدارَُسونَُه 
ِكينَُة َوَغِشيَتُْهُم الرَّْحَمُة  بَيْنَُهْم إاِلَّ نَزََلْت َعَليِْهُم السَّ

َوَحفَّتُْهُم امْلاَلَِئَكُة َوذََكرَُهُم اهللَُّ ِفيَمْن ِعنَْدهُ َوَمْن بَطَّأَ ِبِه 
َعَمُلُه َلْم يُْسِرْع ِبِه نََسبُُه

He who alleviates the suffering of a brother 
out of the sufferings of the world, Allah would 
alleviate his suffering from the sufferings of 
the Day of Resurrection, and he who finds 
relief for one who is hard-pressed, Allah 
would make things easy for him in the 

Hereafter, and he who conceals (the faults) of 
a Muslim, Allah would conceal his faults in 

the world and in the Hereafter. Allah is at the 
back of a servant so long as the servant is at 

the back of his brother, and he who treads 
the path in search of knowledge, Allah would 
make that path easy, leading to Paradise for 
him and those persons who assemble in the 
house among the houses of Allah (mosques) 
and recite the Book of Allah and they learn 
and teach the Qur'an (among themselves) 
there would descend upon them tranquility 

and mercy would cover them and the angels 
would surround them and Allah mentions 

them in the presence of those near Him, and 
he who is slow-paced in doing good deeds, 

his (high) lineage does not make him go 
ahead.
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When you meet a person, you will invariably look at his looks, colour, clothes, nationality, status, his address, 
his car, etc. These are all tangible connections, upon which you have no control. 

Another connection, which is intangible, is the lineage of the person. He may be the son of an important 
person, his father may be a scholar or a minister or a doctor etc. He may belong to an important and well-
known family. You have no control upon thee connections either. 

There is another connection, the deeds of the person. This is under your control, and should be the focus. 
 ما نسب؟ not ما عمل؟

People treat each other according to the نصب, the lineage, not the deeds, and this is wrong. The son of a 
famous person will get praise and protocol, while the son of a criminal will be shunned. The main focus should 
be what you are doing, not your connections. If your actions delay you from going towards Allah, your lineage 
will not help you, however perfect it is. Your deeds will take you to Allah, not your lineage. Your deeds should 
make you stand out. 

You cannot choose your lineage, but your actions are 
your choice, and will bring you forward or take you 
backwards. You are not accountable for your lineage, 
or the other tangible and intangible connections which 
you have, because they are not your choice, so you 
will not be praised or dispraised for it by Allah. People 
will judge you according to these connections, but 
Allah doesn't look at them. A noble lineage is a 
blessing, and will open many doors for you, we cannot 
deny this. But you cannot depend on it, it will not bring 
you any reward or punishment. 

If you have a good lineage, use it to go more forward. 
The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم had the best 
lineage, but he told all his children and tribesmen that 
he could not help them on the Day of Judgement. The 
lineage will not take you to Jannah or the hellfire, your 
deeds will. So he stood on Mount Safa and 
announced this. Belief and taqwa are the only way to 
go to Jannah. 

When the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم conquered Makkah, there were so many Sahabah of noble 
lineage with him, such as Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, Umar bin Al-Khattab, Uthman bin Affan, رضي اهلل عنهم, but he told 
Bilal رضي اهلل عنه to go on top of the Kaabah and announce the adhan. He took Bilal, a former slave, and 
Uthama bin Zayd, his servant, inside with him, when he entered the Kaabah. This was not because they were 
better than these noble Sahabah رضي االه عنهم, but because he wanted to give us a practical message. This 
visual lesson was more effective than a thousand speeches. There were hundreds of people observing his 
actions, and he wanted to give them the right message. 

In the Farewell Sermon, the Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم kept Uthama next to him, a young boy who 
served him. The Sahabah didn't feel anything negative about all this, because they were sincere in their 
actions. The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم also reiterated that we all have the same father, Aadam عليه 
 No one is better than anyone else by his looks and lineage and nationality, only with taqwa and .السالم
righteous good deeds. 

In the Qura'an Abu Lahab, who had such a noble lineage, is dispraised. The name of Zayd, a former slave of 
Allah, is mentioned in the Qura'an, while none of the other Sahabah are mentioned by name. You will not find 
any ayah in the Qura'an in which Allah praises or dispraises anyone because of their lineage. 

A noble lineage without any actions is like a tree with no fruit. Look at your deeds, not your lineage. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم said : 
ِة َوالذََّهِب ِخيَارُُهْم ِفي  النَّاُس َمَعاِدُن َكَمَعاِدِن اْلِفضَّ

اْلَجاِهلِيَِّة ِخيَارُُهْم ِفي اإِلْسالَمِ إِذَا فَُقُهوا َواألَْرَواحُ ُجنُوٌد 

ُمَجنََّدةٌ فََما تََعارََف ِمنَْها ائْتََلَف َوَما تَنَاَكَر ِمنَْها اْختََلَف  
People are like mines of gold and silver; those 

who were excellent in Jahiliya (during the days of 
ignorance) are excellent In Islam, when they 

have, an understanding, and the souls are troops 
collected together and those who had a mutual 
familiarity amongst themselves in the store of 

prenatal existence would have affinity amongst 
them, (in this world also) and those who opposed 

one of them, would be at variance with one 
another.
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