
The Ants 

So those are their houses, desolate 
because of the wrong they had 

done. Indeed in that is a sign for people who know. 

We are being dealt by Allah in life, and we must be careful of all our 
actions and utterances. We don't want the justice of Allah, we want 
His bounties and favours. We can never have enough of the 

favours of Allah. 

Allah nurtures His Messenger صلى اهلل عليه وسلم by telling him to look at the end of the plotters and their plots, 
the consequences of disobedience. Allah destroyed them all, the nine and their nation. 

Don't be a leader for evil. If the people don't stop 
the evil of their leaders, they will all perish. The 
visual picture of the consequences will stick to 
the mind. They were all destroyed, punished. 
Whatever structures they built, hewn out of the 
rock cliffs, their modern city, still remain, but their 

are empty 
and 
desolate, 
abandoned. 
Their 
bustling city 
is a ghost 
town. How 
much did 
they strive to 
carve their 
dwellings, to 
beautify 
them, 
thousands of 
years ago. 
People pass 
by them, 
visit them, 
admire their 
civilization. 
But none of 
the people 
remain. 

The life span of a modern 
home is approximately 10 years, and then they begin to 
disintegrate, and have to be renovated. But the buildings of 
the Thamud still remain, there is no disintegration, because 
they were carved from rock. 

The action of nine men resulted in this end. Their city is now a 
cursed land, silent and spooky. The resin for this end was their 
injustice and oppression. Imagine this ghost town, perfect 
building rising up, but no inhabitants. Their transgressions and 
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'Abd Allah bin Umar رضي اهلل 
 : narrated عنه

َمَررْنَا َمعَ رَُسوِل اهللَِّ صلى اهلل عليه 
وسلم َعَلى اْلِحْجِر فََقاَل َلنَا رَُسوُل اهللَِّ 

صلى اهلل عليه وسلم : 
الَ تَْدُخُلوا َمَساِكَن الَِّذيَن ظََلُموا 
أَنْفَُسُهْم إاِلَّ أَْن تَُكونُوا بَاِكنَي 

َحذَرًا أَْن يُِصيبَُكْم ِمثُْل َما أََصابَُهْم 
.

 ثُمَّ زََجَر فَأَْسرََع َحتَّى َخلَّفََها .
We were passing along with 
the Messenger of Allah صلى 

 اهلل عليه وسلم
through the habitations of 

Hijr ( the ruins of the town of 
Thamud ) and the 

Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل 
 عليه وسلم

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم 
said : 

Allah the Most High and Exalted said : 
إِنِّي َحرَّْمُت َعَلى نَفِْسي الظُّْلَم َوَعَلى ِعبَاِدي فاَلَ 

تَظَامَلُوا
Verily I have made oppression unlawful 
for Me and for My servants too, so do 

not commit oppression. 
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plotting destroyed their civilization. 
Take this as a lesson. Look how Allah deals with His special slaves, and His enemies. People may pass by 
these ruins, and not take a lesson from them, not reflect upon them. A sign from Allah should change you, 
upgrade you. This is not an ayah for everyone. Ayaat increase faith, but not for everyone. Though these are 
tangible ayaat, empty towns and cities. What makes them ayaat for people so that they reflect and are 
upgraded? Knowledge. Similarly, the Qura'an will make the hearts move only when they are filled with 
knowledge. 

The people with knowledge know the truth. They know the result of faith and justice, and the consequences of 
injustice and disobedience. Knowledge activates the ayah. Successful people will make every situation an 
ayah for themselves. An advanced civilization learns from others, so that they can prevent the same mistakes. 

Ignorance will prevent the ayah from having any effect, it will delay the growth of a civilization. Knowledge will 
upgrade and bring advancement. Look at the dwellings of the ants, they are so detailed and elaborate, so 
established. The civilization of the ants still exist, because they learn lessons, and respond quickly. 


