
The Ants 

And  
they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while 

they perceived not. 

The repetition of the word مكرا four times really affirms that their evil 
plot was great, and they were determined to see it through. They 
plotted to kill Salih عليه السالم and his family secretly in the night, so 
that the guardian of Salih عليه السالم would not find out that they had 

committed the crime. 

The plan of Allah is praiseworthy. It is restricted to the situation, and the actions of the people. This shows the 
justice of Allah. When people make evil plots, 
Allah makes the most perfect plans. There is a 
huge difference between the plot of the people 
and the plan of Allah. The plans of Allah are for 
the best of reasons, they are praised, and 
complete. However smart and organized the 
people are in evil, their plots are never perfect, 
they are always faulty and incomplete. 

Allah doesn't leave the evil plotters to do 
whatever they want. The group of nine chiefs 
from the Thamud were unable to orchestrate 
their plot, they were unable to kill Salih عليه 
 عليه السالم and his family. Allah gave Salih السالم
victory, averted the evil plot, made matters 
easy for him, and destroyed those who belied 
him. Allah always defends the believers. They 
gives so much console. Don't lose hope, don't 
be afraid, don't panic. Allah will give victory to 
the believers. This is the promise of Allah. 

Who can withstand the plan of Allah? Their 
plot was so secret, they even used code 
words, but when Allah plotted against them, 
they didn't even feel it. It was as if the carpet 
was pulled away from under their feet, and 
they had nowhere to stand. They didn't feel the 
evil of their plot, and that was the deception. 
They were drowning in misguidance. 

An evil plot will surely have evil consequences.  
When people persist in sinning, despite all the 
messages and signs Allah sends, then Allah 
will send upon them اإلستدراج, whereby the 
gates of all the blessings of dunya are opened 
for them, and they go deeper and deeper into 
their deception and misguidance. They then 
believe that whatever they are doing is good. This is specially when someone knows right and wrong, and still 
persists in sinning, and sees so many blessings coming his way, like a flood. This is مكر اهلل. 

Another form of مكر اهلل is when the perception of the person is skewed, so that he sees the truth as falsehood, 
and the falsehood as truth. Our nature shows us good and evil, but when the person insists on sinning, the مكر 
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 will make them see everything upside-down. This is a grave deception, but is justice for them. Now we can اهلل
understand the reason why people can fearlessly sin. This is the greatness of Allah, His plan is always greater 
than the plot of people. Plots can destroy civilizations.

Then look how was the 
outcome of their plan - that 

We destroyed them and their 
people, all 

Look at the consequence of their plot; they were all destroyed. This is a lesson for everyone. We 
don't want to be destroyed. The one doing the 
kufr cannot see the evil of his actions, until the 
consequences come upon him. 

The end will be apparent to everyone, 
witnessed by them, and it will not be delayed 
until the Day of Judgement. Their end will be 
see by everyone on dunya. 

They tried so much, plotted so well, but did 
they achieve their goal? Did their plot succeed? 
No. Not only did they fail, but they were all 
destroyed, the nine plotters and the entire 
nation. Imagine all the people wiped out 

because of their inaction. The public didn't think, 
left their decisions to their leaders, let them act in their behalf, so the whole community collapsed. 

What was their punishment? A blast of a deafening sound, a stupendous shout, which stopped their hearts. 

The she camel is not mentioned at all in this surah, because the theme of the surah is advanced civilizations, 
is it has details about the plot to kill Salih عليه السالم. The leaders of both the nations of Saba’ and Thamud were 
disbelievers, but Balqis was good, she admitted hr mistake and submitted to Allah, while the nine chiefs of the 
Thamud were evil, and brought destruction upon their nation of blind followers. 

An advanced civilization succeeds when the leadership works for the benefit of the nation. 


