
The Ants 

They said, "We consider you a bad 
omen, you and those with you." He 
said, "Your omen is with Allah . Rather, you are 

a people being tested." 

The result of the brotherly approach of Salih عليه السالم was that a 
group belied him, dividing themselves. When they rejected him and the message, Salih عليه السالم asked them 
why they were hastening the punishment for themselves, 
instead of the goodness. Why weren't they using every 
decree to collect good deeds. They were disobedient, so 
Salih عليه السالم showed them a shortcut, istighfar; this would 
lift their punishment. 

Istighfar brings all the goodness and mercy, and averts all 
the harm. This is the power of istighfar. It is the means to  
bring blessings of dunya and akhirah, and avert the 
calamities. It is like a precaution. It will open the doors of 
knowledge and understanding. Istighfar can be with words, 
when you ask forgiveness from Allah, and actions, such as 
wudoo, salah, etc. 

The response of the people of Thamud who 
belied and rejected the message was to 
consider Salih عليه السالم and his followers as 
an evil omen. They rejected the message and 
the solution that Salih عليه السالم offered. 

We cannot interpret the decree according to 
what we want. They connected the the 
situation in a way which was wrong. This was 
a way of justifying their disbelief. At this time, a 
drought befell them, there was no rain. 

Evil omens are superstitions. There was no 
connection between the drought and Salih عليه 

 This is like considering a pair of clothes unlucky because you were wearing them when you faced a .السالم
difficult decree. To take evil omens is shirk. 

Salih عليه السالم answered them forthwith, because 
you should not delay answering the falsehood. 
There are no omens, not the number 13, not a black 
cat, not walking under a ladder, or stepping on the 
cracks, to name some of the quirky ones. 

So Salih عليه السالم refuted this and said they were 
the evil omen themselves. All calamities are decreed 
by Allah, but we don't attribute the evil to Him 
directly, because that is misbehaving with Allah. 

The answer of Salih عليه السالم was very clear and 
clever, it could not lead to any arguments. The person on the truth should not answer the ones on falsehood 
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with words which will infuriate them, and cause more of a rift. The words must be gentle. He phrased his words 
into an diplomatic sentence, to bring them back to the tawheed. To make omens is shirk, so they must ask 

forgiveness. He didn't accuse them directly, the 
approach is very important. If they were 
irritated, their transgressions would increase. 

Everything in life is a test. The calamity and the 
message of Salih came together as a test, don't 
combine the two incidents. Recognize the test 
and make istighfar. 

The test can be of good and evil, of ease and 
difficulty. All are to see your reaction. Bring your 
focus back to Allah, with istighfar.

Salih عليه السالم told them directly that they were being tested. The person going through the trial doesn't realize 
it, but the messenger could see the reality. The test comes to see your reaction, are you proud and arrogant, 
or will you repent to Allah? 


