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القاعدة األربعون 

The main 
theme of 
the surah 
is الشكر عن 
 ,النعم
gratitude 

for the blessings. The word عدل is mentioned twice in 
Surah An-Nahl. العدل means justice and balance. 

Allah commands 
justice and extra, 
ihsan, a balance 
between you and 
Allah, between you 
and the slaves, in the 
rights incumbent upon you, from 
Allah and the people. 

You must fulfill all your duties, in full. 
Allah has prescribed rights in every 
relationship, and these are 
obligatory. 

These rights are like a fortress, they 
are instinctive, and you can see this 
in children, they hate injustice. 
Everyone 

wants justice for themselves, even the 
oppressor himself. All the commands of Allah 
are based on perfect justice. 

Ibn Taymiyyah said the justice is a collection of 
goodness. If you are really balanced, you get 
so much goodness. The injustice is a 
collection of sins. 

Justice can reform the dunya, while injustice 
and oppression are corruption. Justice, even 
with yourself, is  protection from evil, it leads to 
familiarity and goodness from people. Anything 
unfair leads to problems. If you are fair, you help people to be obedient. It makes the wealth increase, 
because it is blessed by Allah. Oppression corrupts the land and the hearts, spoiling them. 

إِنَّ اهللاََّ يَأْمُرُ بِالْعَدْلِ 
Indeed, Allah orders justice and good 

conduct  
سورة النحل  

16:90 

إِنَّ اهللََّ يَأُْمُر ِباْلَعْدِل َواإْلِْحَساِن 
َوإِيتَاِء ِذي اْلُقْربَىٰ َويَنَْهىٰ َعِن 

اْلفَْحَشاِء َوامْلُنَكِر َواْلبَْغيِ ۚ 
رُوَن يَِعظُُكْم َلَعلَُّكْم تَذَكَّ

Indeed, Allah orders justice 
and good conduct and 
giving to relatives and 

forbids immorality and bad 
conduct and oppression. 
He admonishes you that 

perhaps you will be 
reminded.
سورة النحل 

16:90
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You must be fair in life in all the situations. If someone had multiple wives, he must be fair in his dealings with 
them, or it will lead to many problems. You must also be fair in dealing with your children, treating them all 
equally, or it will have negative consequences in their behaviour. 

You must also be just in your words, when evaluating someone. In worship, don't transgress into innovations. 
When spending, don't exceed the boundaries; don't be miserly nor extravagant, strike a balance. 

Justice is the balance between two dispraised extremes, exaggerating and unfulfilling. Both are unfair, and the 
 or balance is in the middle. When you go to the Surah, Allah actually commands more than justice, He عدل
commands for ihsan. Justice is obligatory, while ihsan is recommended. So make your action beautiful as well 
as balanced. Allah wants ihsan from you. Be just, and more. Do everything with ihsan, even while dealing with 
people, specially with family. Allah also forbade any negative behaviour. 

This ayah is collective of all the obligations and prohibitions; the details are found in other surahs. 


