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القاعدة السابعة عشر 

The best employee is one who is strongly grounded in 
the work he is hired to do, and he is also trustworthy. 

This ayah tells us the story of Musa عليه السالم when he 
fled from Egypt, and came to Madyan, tired and alone, 
with no possessions. He was thirsty and when he went 
to the well, he saw a crowd of men and two girls 
standing on the side, waiting for the men to disperse 

before they got water for their livestock. So Musa عليه السالم helped them, even though he was exhausted. Then 
he sat in the shade and made dua' to Allah. 

Soon one of the girls approached him shyly, and told him that their father, who was an old man, wanted to pay 
him. So he took the opportunity and went. He told the father of the girls how he had escaped from Firawn, and 
he assured him that he had been saved from 
oppression. 

Then one of the girls advices her father to hire him, 
because he was strong and trustworthy. 

This rule is for dealing with people. These are the 
two qualities of an employee, and can be applied to 
any situation. If you want to give charge of any job, 
these are the qualifications you must seek. 

⚜ The person you hire should be strong in his action, not weak.
⚜ He should be trustworthy in performance. 

These two points are sufficient for giving any responsibility. The person must be able to do the work well, 
according to what the task is, such as 
mathematical skills, physical strength, 
computer skills, medical proficiency, etc. 

The employee must have strength in his 
field, whatever it entails. When he works, he 
must he trustworthy. These two characters 
are connected together. 

There are 3 examples of this principle in the 
Qura'an.

إِنَّ خَيْرَ مَنِ اسْتَأْجَرْتَ 
الْقَوِيُّ األَْمِنيُ 

Indeed, the best one 
you can hire is the 

strong and the 
trustworthy 

28:26 



⚜  Jibreel عليه السالم is 
the head of all the 
angels, in charge of the 
revelation. He is the 
messenger to the 
messengers. His job is 
the best, to carry the 
message of Allah. He 
has the qualities suitable 
for being an 
ambassador. 

⚜  Yusuf عليه السالم interpreted the dream of the king, 
and this impressed the king. So Yusuf عليه السالم told the 
king to appoint him as the one in charge of the treasury 
of the country. He had the knowledge of finances, and 
was also trustworthy, so he stated his qualifications. 

⚜  When Sulayman عليه السالم invited 
Queen Balqees to submit to Allah, he 
asked his army of jinn whether 
someone could bring her throne before 
she arrived from Saba' in Yemen, to 
Palestine, where Sulayman عليه السالم 
was. 

One of the jinn, who was at the level of 
Afreet, which is a high level of 
proficiency, offered to bring the throne, 
saying he was strong and trustworthy. 

The strength does from the knowledge, and the trustworthy nature comes from taqwa. Umar ibn Al-Khattab 
said to find someone with these qualities is very difficult and rare, so search for someone who is not 100% 
perfect, but is close to the requirements. 

Imam Ahmed was asked which man should be chosen as a leader for an army of believers, a man who was 
physically strong, but a sinner, or man who was righteous but physically weak. He advised to appoint the 
strong sinner, because his strength would benefit the believers, whereas the weakness of the pious man would 
be a disadvantage for the believers. 

The Messenger of Allah صلى اهلل عليه وسلم kept these points in mind when giving responsibilities to others. 

إِنَُّه َلَقوُْل رَُسوٍل َكِريمٍ
[That] indeed, the Qur'an is a word [conveyed by] a noble messenger

ِذي ُقوٍَّة ِعنَد ِذي اْلَعرِْش َمِكنيٍ
[Who is] possessed of power and with the Owner of the Throne, secure [in 

position]
مُّطَاٍع ثَمَّ أَِمنيٍ

Obeyed there [in the heavens] and trustworthy.
سورة التكوير 

81:21

َقاَل اْجَعْلِني َعَلىٰ َخزَاِئِن اأْلَرِْض ۖ إِنِّي َحِفيٌظ َعلِيٌم
[Yusuf] said, "Appoint me over the storehouses 

of the land. Indeed, I will be a knowing 
guardian."
سورة يوسف 

12:55

َقاَل يَا أَيَُّها امْلأََلُ أَيُُّكْم يَأِْتيِني ِبَعرِْشَها َقبَْل أَن يَأْتُوِني ُمْسلِِمنَي
[Solomon] said, "O assembly [of jinn], which of you will bring 

me her throne before they come to me in submission?
َقاَل ِعفِْريٌت مَِّن اْلِجنِّ أَنَا آِتيَك ِبِه َقبَْل أَن تَُقوَم ِمن مََّقاِمَك ۖ َوإِنِّي َعَليِْه َلَقوِيٌّ 

أَِمنٌي
A powerful one from among the jinn said, "I will bring it to you 

before you rise from your place, and indeed, I am for this [task] 
strong and trustworthy."

سورة النمل 
27:38-39


