
Rules for Life from the Qura'an 
6 رمضان 1438

1.6.17

القاعدة السادسة عشر  

 

This ayah is about lawful and unlawful food, and 
can be applied generally too. The evil and the pure 
are not equal, even if you see the majority of the 
people using the evil. The success is with taqwa. 

This principle is a measure to differentiate which 
behaviour, utterances, and actions are evil and 

which are 
pure. 

The evil is 
something 
which a 
normal person 
would dislike, because it is obviously bad. This can be tangible, like food 
or drink, or intangible, like a 
corrupt aqeedah, words or 
actions. 

These are the actions and 
utterances which Allah 
dislikes, and will never accept 
either. The place of all these 
evils is the hellfire. 

The good and pure is all that 
is loved and accepted. These 
can be tangible, such as food 
and drink. They can also be 
intangible, such as obligatory and 
recommended acts of worship, and lawful 
actions. Good words are also طيب, while 
bad language is خبيث. 

قُل الَّ يَسْتَوِي اخلَْبِيثُ 
وَالطَّيِّبُ 

Say : Not equal are 
the evil and the 

good 
سورة املائدة  

5:100 



Anything that Allah loves is طيب, and leads to Jannah, the place of all purity. 

Although you may find that the haram and evil is more interesting and 
attractive, and indulged in by the majority, this still doesn't make it equal to 
the طيب. 

What is the objective for this principle? 

The fitrah loves the pure and good, and hates the evil. When we find that 
Allah also loves the goodness, this encourages us to follow it, and struggle to get it. 

⚜ We must try and 
follow the good in 
everything, in words, 
actions and creed. 

Allah wants us to know 
that we should not 
follow the خبيث. 

⚜ Some people may 
incline to the evil 
because it is all around 
them, in abundance. 

⚜ The evil has a good 
taste, whether it is 
tangible or intangible, 
but this pleasure is 
temporary and fleeting; 
you will feel the misery 
in the end. It can also 
be the cause of 
deprivation for the 
person indulging in 
haram. 

⚜ Anything good has an 
enduring pleasure. 

⚜  The evil is attractive, but brings destruction. Be aware that what you earn stays with you, so struggle to 
earn the good. 

⚜  Allah is طيب, and He will accept only the طيب actions. If your worship has no sincerity, it useless.  

⚜  Don't judge matters according to how many people are doing it. Truth is one, and falsehood is abundant, 
but don't be deceived by the majority indulging in evil. 
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