
The Ants 
 

She was told, "Enter the palace." But when she saw 
it, she thought it was a body of water and uncovered her shins [to wade through]. He 
said, "Indeed, it is a palace [whose floor is] made smooth with glass." She said, "My 
Lord, indeed I have wronged myself, 
and I submit with Solomon to Allah , 

Lord of the worlds." 

Knowledge is important and imperative for a great 
civilization. The ants have been on earth for 
millennia, while Firawn was destroyed. 

Balqis faced the first test set for her by Sulayman 
 to gauge her intelligence, and she ,عليه السالم
passed it, by recognizing her throne, although it 
was disguised, and her reaction, which was very 
noncommittal. The second test that she faced was 
for her courage. She was told to enter the place 
courtyard, and with floor seemed to be water. 
When she saw it, she hesitated, looked around, 
and observed the situation. 

Her eyes saw a sea around the palace, with 
waves and the sound of the surf. She was not 
sure about what she was seeing, which is 
seen by the word حسبته. 

She was between two matters;  a gentle 
command to enter the palace, which was an 
honour for her, but her eyes saw water. How 
would she cross this water body without 
drowning, or slipping, and losing her dignity? 

She had the option of refusing, and losing 
the opportunity, or she could move forward. 
She, along with others of the region, had 
heard of the incredible architecture in the 
kingdom of Sulayman عليه السالم, made 
possible because of the jinn who were 
building for him. She trusted Sulayman عليه 
 of not intending to harm her in any السالم
way, so she prepared to move forward, and 
lifted her gown, so that her shins were 
exposed, in order to protect her clothes 
from getting wet, and stepped into the 
courtyard. She respected their offer to enter, but at the same time, she couldn't disregard her intellect, and 
what her eyes saw. So she took precautions, lifted her dress above her shins, and moved forward. 

 29 رمضان 1438
24.6.17



This shows us that even in those ancient times, the respectable women, even the disbelievers, were so 
modest, and wore long dresses, which trailed the ground. 

Balqis thought positively of Sulayman عليه السالم, just as the ant had. Both were females, queens in their own 
right, and both trusted Sulayman عليه السالم not to harm them knowingly. 

Entering the palace courtyard even though it seemed to be a water body instead of dry ground, was the test 
for Balqis. If she was a coward, she would refuse to enter. If she was foolish, she would enter headlong, 
without taking any precautions. If she was brave, she would go forward, but she would not negate her eyes 
and mind, and would enter cautiously. 

This is taqwa, to go forward, while taking precautions, and keeping your desires under control. Taqwa can be 
described as entering a jungle, being observant and cautious of where you are stepping. The option that Balqis 
took showed that she was smart and brave, she could make challenging decisions. Her reaction amazed 
Sulayman عليه السالم. 

Any command of Allah is to honour you. You must go forward, with taqwa. Push yourself, but be cautious of 
your actions and words. Lift your dress, step forward, its not water, you won't drown;  its dry ground. All the 
women mentioned in the Qura'an are unique, and each one of them teaches us a different lesson. All the 
reactions of Balqis were so balanced and under control and composed. 

She lifted her dress when she stepped on what seemed to be 
water, exposing her shins, so Sulayman عليه السالم explained to 
her immediately that the floor was made of extremely smooth 
glass, so that it looked like water. He could see she was very 
modest, and he didn't want her to be exposed. He spoke to her 
so respectfully, protecting her modesty. He didn't mention her 
dress, so that she wouldn't be embarrassed, only stated the 
fact that what seemed like water was actually a glass floor. 

This was something done by the jinn, the human beings 
couldn't have done at that time although we see examples of 
this how. The whole palace was made of extremely smooth, 
transparent, glass, and the floor had water running underneath 
it. Now we can understand this, but at the time of Sulayman عليه 
 this was unimaginable. The Sahabah didn't have any previous example of a glass place or floor, but ,السالم
their level of faith was so high, they believed unquestioningly. We can imagine a crystal palace. The glass 
used for the construction was so smooth, it was invisible. This is still unique through the ages, because the 
kingdom of Sulayman عليه السالم will remain unique until the end of time, because of the du'a he made. With all 
this, Sulayman عليه السالم was so humble, always looking down. He was kept busy managing his kingdom which 
comprised of multiple species, but he always returned to Allah. 

Sulayman عليه السالم wanted to show Balqis that his 
kingdom was much more than what she had. Balqis 
came because she was afraid that he would take her 
kingdom, but he didn't want anything else but that she 
should submit to Allah. He already had a kingdom 
which was unimaginably unique. 

When Balqis saw all this, she straight away realized 
what Sulayman عليه السالم wants, that which he had 
stated in his letter in the first instance. So she 
confessed her mistake and submitted to Allah. 

To leave the environment of shirk lifted her fitrah, so 
she said my Rabb; this was inborn in her. The barrier 
was lifted from her eyes and heart. This truth was 
within her, but was buried under the shirk. She was a 
queen, and Sulayman عليه السالم treated her with due 



respect, and didn't tell her she was wrong. But she admitted her mistake herself. When the truth became 
apparent to her, her fitrah took over her heart. 

Allah gave us our nafs as a trust, you must not harm it by sinning. The truth is like a crystal palace, clear and 
apparent. When you commit a sin, you are wronging yourself. Purify yourself, don't oppress yourself. Elevate 
your nafs, so that you can go to Jannah. 

Your approach should guide others to the truth. This confession and submission was her purification or التخلية; it 
was not  easy. She was the queen, but so humble. Sulayman عليه السالم and Balqis are examples of royalty and 
humility. The more humble you are, the more Allah will elevate you. Your ego will bring you down. To break 
your ego, admit your mistake. 

Whoever comes to Allah, He will give them so much. Allah appreciates the smallest movements of your heart, 
and he will bring you more forward; this is the beautification, التحلية. She appreciated the means, of Sulayman 
 telling her about Allah, and was grateful to him for wanting to save her, so she honoured him by عليه السالم
mentioning him. 

It is as if she said ال إله إال اهلل. Because she became Muslim, the whole 
nation of Sab’a submitted too. The falsehood cannot withstand the truth. 

Ibn Al-Uthaymeen said that the story began the shukr of Sulayman عليه 
 and ended with the woman who was worthy that he should marry ,السالم
her. 


