
The Ants 

And that which she was worshipping other than 
Allah had averted her [from submission to Him]. 

Indeed, she was from a disbelieving people 

Balqis remained composed through the test. What made an 
intelligent woman such as her worship the sun? What prevented 
her from 
believing in 

Allah? Why was she averted, as if she had 
encountered a barrier? 

The hudhud had given us the answer, when he came 
back, so outraged, that the nation of Sab’a prostrated 
to the sun. They were deceived by the shaitan, who 
beautified their evil deed, so that it seemed right. The 
evil of their deed prevented them from worshipping 
Allah, so that they were not guided to the truth. 

This is what averted Balqis from the truth, in spite of 
her intelligence. When someone is busy with corrupted 
worship, they will be averted from the truth. 

A corrupted aqeedah takes away the insight of the 
heart, blinding it. Imagine them always making sujood 
to the sun, while it rose and set. This strange act 
seemed fine to them because the shaitan deluded 
them to think that. The truth is so simple, it is the fitrah, but 
their evil deeds stopped them from seeing the truth.  

Balqis was living in an environment of sun worshippers, she 
didn't think twice to see whether it was right or wrong. They 
were all bust with their falsehood, and this disabled their 
intelligence. The house and the environment have an impact 

on the behaviour of the 
person, and influence the 
belief. 

Balqis was living with sun 
worshippers, so she followed their practices. The moment she was away 
from the influence of falsehood, she could decide for herself. 

We see this a lot nowadays, when people move to Muslim countries for 
work, they are able to see the truth, and they accept Islam. 

This is the same for someone living in an environment of bid’ah. The 
moment they are away from the influence of the rituals that they are 
pressured into adopting, they can think for themselves, and they can see the 
truth. 

If you have friends who are indulging in evil, you will surely be influenced by 
them, and will be stopped from seeing the truth. This is why you must be so 
careful whom you befriend. 

If you are busy with good, you will have no time to indulge in evil. If you have 
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way of his friend, so be 
careful every one of you 
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too much spare time, then the evil will come to occupy you, and stop you from recognizing the truth. 

She was told, "Enter the 
palace." But when she saw 

it, she thought it was a body 
of water and uncovered her 
shins [to wade through]. He 
said, "Indeed, it is a palace 

[whose floor is] made 
smooth with glass." She 
said, "My Lord, indeed I 
have wronged myself, and I submit with Solomon to Allah , Lord of the worlds." 

Now came the next test, of the bravery of Balqis. She had to go to the palace and meet Sulayman عليه السالم. 
Would she be brave and go forward? Was she brace enough to admit the error of her ways, and accept Islam? 
Would she have the courage to make the right decision? 

Balqis was told to enter the palace. This was a practical 
exam. The majlis of Sulayman عليه السالم was huge, inside 
the palace, in an elevated and vast area. It was an honour 
for Balqis to be invited to enter, and meet Sulayman عليه 
 .السالم

When she saw where she had to step, she came to a stop. 
She didn't want to be hasty, she looked around carefully. 
She didn't accept or reject the invitation to enter. This 
was a test of her bravery and trust. 

The courtyard of the palace seemed to be a pool or 
a water body, an expanse of water, complete with 
waves and the sound of water. 

Sometimes our eyes are not accurate with what we 
see. Sulayman عليه السالم wanted to see whether she 
would follow the invitation to enter the palace blindly, 
or would be cautious. 


